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Olivia and Lottie Wright litter-picking...and learning the rewards of
supporting your community. See more overleaf.
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Stebbing Children In Lock-Down
Here are a few photos of our children Olivia, Lottie and Freddie enjoying the lockdown. We have made lots of bird feeders for our garden, which were all gone within
a day! Plus another morning of litter-picking through the village, organised by Olivia,
the eldest.
Roulla Wright

More examples of children’s activities and creativity in lock-down can be found on pages
5,11 and on the back cover, pages 67 and 69.
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Editorial
As I write, I think there is reason to be optimistic about a slow
easing up of the restrictions we have all had to put up with over
the past year. I am hoping that this will be the last issue in which there are few events
to report and continued uncertainty about when it is going to be possible for us to
gather and meet again properly. I am growing in confidence that our annual village
fête should be able to go ahead on the 12th September (see page 43) and I don’t
think I’ve ever looked forward to a fête in quite the same way before. With a bit of
luck too we might have lots more going on, come the summer.
I am pleased to have heard from a few more families with young children and to be
able to show some of the creative things they have been doing. I was also grateful to
Miss Mawson, Headteacher of Stebbing Primary, for acceding to my request for
information about what school days have actually been like over the past few
months. It helps villagers who no longer have children at home to see, in a little more
detail, what has been happening. I do hope that when the varied social experiences
of life are restored to us, parents and children will continue to contribute to the
magazine...and follow the example of those in this issue. As I have said many times,
this is a village magazine and needs to be relevant to everyone.
I would also like to single out Jackie and Michael Kingdom for thanks. In addition to
Jackie’s usual help with obituaries, she responded to my request for memories of
Stebbing WI and their cookbook (pages 14-15). Meanwhile Michael, on hearing that I
was short of material, came up with a delightful piece on the Stebbing character and
writer who taught Richard Attenborough how to speak and act like a sergeant major,
Robert Holles. Given Michael’s year long struggle to recover from the ravages of
Covid-19, his help was all the more appreciated.
One more individual I would like to single out for thanks is our resident birder, Howard
Jolliffe, for completing his year long study of the bird life in Stebbing and sharing his
detailed recording of species with us. I have found it thoroughly fascinating and
Howard has motivated me, and I hope many others in the village, to look even more
closely at the bird life around us. For those of you who tackle my quarterly crossword I
have paid something of a tribute to Howard. All the across solutions are birds that he
has reported seeing in or around the village over this past year.
Then of course there are those many of you, on whom I have come to count, for your
regular and frequent contributions. You are the essential ingredient.
Finally I just want to remind villagers that I am eager, if not desperate, to hear from
people who might be interested in taking an active role in producing the magazine in
future. If you’d like to get involved then please get in touch.

Richard Foot
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Freddie’s Fundraising
Hello, my name is Freddie Munson and I am nine
years old. I go to Stebbing Primary School and I
am in Year 5, Osprey Class. When I found out that
Captain Sir Tom Moore had died, I was really sad
as I remembered watching him do laps in his
garden during the first lockdown. Captain Sir Tom
Moore was an inspiration to us all and really helped
to lift our nation when times were tough.
At school, Mr Le Masurier has challenged us all to
do a hundred of ‘something’ in honour of Captain
Sir Tom. There were lots of fantastic ideas. My little
brother, Henry, did a hundred mountain climbers. I
decided to try and run a hundred laps around
Stebbing cricket field over a week after home
schooling. I thought it would be a good idea to
raise some money for the NHS too, just like Captain
Sir Tom, and wanted to make a little difference just
like him. I planned to run 14-15 laps a day for
seven days. It was tough at times but I had my Mum, brothers and dogs to support
me. A couple Of times Mr. Le Masurier ran a few laps, at a social distance, with me.
The hardest days were running in the snow and ice. The temperature was minus three
on these days. Eventually I got to day seven; I was so excited, as I couldn’t believe I
had raised so much money. When I finished my hundredth lap I had run around
twenty one miles and had raised £1,285. I am so proud of myself and I’ve even
inspired my school friends to do similar runs.
Thank you to my brothers Henry and Monty, and dogs, Maggie and Mabel, for
supporting me. Also a big ‘Thank You’ to Mr Le Masurier, Woody, Archie Wigmore,
Rocco Chandler and The Roberts girls for all helping me by running a few laps. ‘Thank
You’ to everyone who donated. Together we can make a difference.
Freddie Munson

Litter-Picking (again)
A growing band of villagers are taking it upon themselves
to help keep our village clear of rubbish. All are surprised
at just how much there is. Brian Martin sent in this photo of
fifteen bags (plus other bits and pieces) collected from
Crooked Mile, The Downs, Watch House Road, Warehouse
Road, Collops Road and Porters Hall Road on one day in
late February.
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The Adult Scarecrow Winner

The Big Cheese
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The Pilgrim Parishes
Written this month by Jeff Hayward
member of the Pilgrim Parishes Ministry Team

My Dear Friends,
Leaving a Legacy! Relax! This is not an appeal for the month’s
good cause. It is a reflection on what we might be
remembered for and what we might leave in our tracks.
Many tributes have been paid to people who have died as a
result of contact with the current pandemic. Many of those tributes are both moving
and emotional. None are perhaps as striking as the words used to describe the final
year in the life of Captain Sir Tom Moore. The fact that I do not need to remind you of
who he is, speaks volumes!
What exactly has he left behind? He will not be remembered as a captain of industry,
building a business empire that will survive for generations to come. So far as I am
aware he was not a great academic, inventor or philosopher. Nor will he be
remembered for creating great personal wealth. Through a simple individual decision
and the determination to follow it through, he raised a great deal of money that is
destined to benefit all who work within the NHS.
Perhaps it is not even the huge amount of money he raised that will
mark his life and legacy. Above all, he will be remembered as a
truly inspirational figure. A modest man who made a mark upon the
lives of others that will be recalled with admiration long after the
pandemic has faded. His life has inspired others both before and
after his death.
What do you and I want to leave behind? - a good name, a good
reputation or some money and property to be handed on to the
next generation? Have we ever thought about our legacy or just
dismissed it as wishful thinking?
I am a Christian because of a legacy! Jesus touched the lives of many people in his
life and the impact of his life on the world since his death is beyond measure. His
legacy is not just his inspirational teaching through The Sermon on The Mount, but the
demonstration of his love on the cross, to be followed by his glorious resurrection.
In prayer and worship, and knowing the presence of God in daily life, Christians enter
into a rich legacy.
Jesus has left us a legacy of salvation, forgiveness, kindness, humility and love. A
legacy that we can receive and enjoy and pass on to others.
With every blessing to you all,
Jeff
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Going Green In Stebbing
Stebbing Parish Council would like to hear from residents within
the Parish who would be interested in becoming our Green
Champion. The main focus of the role is to engage with the
local community and facilitate on specific green measures in the Parish, enabling
environmental sustainability to become central to the Parish’s decision making. This
role is absolutely vital to the success of Stebbing Parish and Uttlesford strategies to
engage the community to create resilient ecosystems and environmental initiatives.
The role may require attending some council meetings and, from time to time, work
with members of the council to discuss, collaborate on and deliver solutions to Parish
environmental issues. These may be legislative requirements but perhaps, more
importantly, helping to develop a realistic and achievable strategy for Stebbing.
We welcome responses from all ages but we are keen to find someone who has a
passion for environmental issues and has at least some experience in this area. We do
not want just to think about green issues but to actually live in a village that really
makes sure we all think more carefully about the impacts of climate change.
We will all need to make positive efforts to be more environmentally friendly and
reduce carbon emissions in our lives, our village and beyond. A key part of achieving
this is to seek out the right advice and support when it matters, and getting our
community involved.
So please think about volunteering to help Stebbing become greener than it already
is. If you are interested please contact:
Greg King, Parish Clerk at clerk@stebbing-pc.gov.uk

Stebbing Village Web Site
Stebbing has a new village web site; it can be accessed at:

https://stebbing-pc.gov.uk
The new site replaces the old Parish Council site and has all Parish
Council information, such as council meeting minutes and agendas,
county and district councillor reports and a profile of all the Parish
Councillors and the work they do. There are also sections on local
services and facilities and contact details of village clubs and societies. There is a
latest news section, a calendar of village events (currently a little sparse due to Covid19) and a village map.
Please take five minutes to have a look and, if you want more information about your
club or society or local service included, please email:

clerk@stebbing-pc.gov.uk.
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Stebbing Primary School
Stebbing Dunmow Essex CM6 3SH
Headteacher Miss Lucy Mawson
Telephone 01371 856260
Fax 01371 856091
School has been a very strange place this half-term. We have remained open for a
small number of pupils whose parents are critical workers and for those children who
the government identified as vulnerable.
For the majority of our pupils, learning has been online. This has meant that we have
all quickly got to grips with providing live lessons, assemblies, physically active sessions
and working remotely.

So, what does a day of remote learning look like at Stebbing?
Each class tends to have three virtual sessions, spread throughout the day, from
Monday-Thursday. The teacher, and usually a member of support staff, is present on
the Google-meet call. The children have to adhere to meeting etiquette and remain
muted unless the staff member allows them to unmute themselves. The teachers have
carefully planned sessions to enable the children to learn effectively during this remote
learning time. Depending on their age, pupils are encouraged to suggest answers in
the comment box, so that there is still an interactive element.
Children are then set work via Google Classroom. They are encouraged to submit
their work so that a member of staff can offer feedback. We carefully monitor pupil’s
engagement and contact families regularly to check in whenever we need to.
We have been lucky to have been able to loan all of our Google Chromebooks to
families who require a device. This has meant that children have, hopefully, had the
technology they need at home.
Fridays begin with our sharing assembly. Each teacher shares their highlight of the
week and we then celebrate with some of our usual awards. We are very lucky to
have many pianists amongst our pupils, so someone always offers to play a rendition
of ‘Happy Birthday’. We not only celebrate pupils and staff birthdays but also family
birthdays and even some pets...meaning everyone gets to join in!
Once our assembly is finished, pupils have the opportunity to engage in our fun-day
Friday! The teachers plan activities which are not reliant on the screen, as we feel the
children need time away to explore and develop other skills. It is great to see some of
the activities the children take part in. Throughout the week we also share other
activities to ensure we are offering an enriching curriculum. These include Mrs Taylor’s
cookalong, Mrs Mehmet’s art attack, French with Mrs Radford, forest school with Miss
Honeybee, or Mr Bosch’s musical masterclass. All activities aim to continue to develop
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children’s breadth of knowledge and skill.
We are also open for our critical worker families. This is different to the first lockdown,
when we remained closed. We ensure that the children in school continue to have
access to the daily virtual lessons led by their class teacher. They are in a bubble, so
have regular contact with the same children. It has been nice for the pupils as they
have been able to mix with children from different year groups, which we haven’t
been able to do since the first lockdown.
We all can’t wait for the day when we have noisy, bubbly classrooms again and we
can resume our usual days at Stebbing Primary.
Our two new classrooms have been completed and we look forward to when our
year five and six pupils can come back to school ... to their new building! We will
share some photo updates in the next edition.
One of our main focuses during
our live assemblies this term has
been around Mental health
and well-being. Our House
Leaders supported me in
delivering a recent assembly
and subsequently designed
some illustrations to
accompany the ideas we
came up with to promote wellbeing.
Here is an example of some
ideas for what children can do
to help them stay fit and
healthy on the inside. A lot of
these ideas are relevant to
people of all ages so we have
decided to share them via our
website too. I hope you enjoy
them!
Best wishes,
Miss Mawson, Headteacher

11

12

A Stebbing Photo Gallery
Stebbing Local History Society

Stebbing Football Club Team 1920-21

L. to R. Top Row: Mr. Hitchen, Charlie Bull, Alf Prime, Topper Lawrence, A. Willison (or
Quill Ackers). Middle Row; Sid Butler, Ralph Lagden, Cyril Butler, Harry Parker, Arthur
Banks. Front Row; Rex Thake, Ted Barrett, Albert Barker.
This photo, taken one hundred years ago, has some resonances for today; their world
had just emerged from a pandemic. These young men had not only survived the First
World War but the Flu pandemic that swept the world. in 1918-19, the pandemic took
an estimated fifty million lives worldwide and seemed to target the young and
healthy. The names Butler and Banks appear on the War Memorial, so they would
have also lost relatives in that conflict. Note the gentleman on the back row, extreme
right, who has worn his war medal for the photo.
At a post-season celebration in May 1921 in the White Hart, the club reported that
they had played eighteen matches, won eight, drew seven and lost three. Thirty two
goals were scored, sixteen goals conceded.
Derek Towler,
Secretary, S.L.H.S.
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Stebbing W.I. Cooks
Seeing the Editor’s piece in December’s Scene, asking
for the story behind Stebbing W I Cooks, I felt prompted
to reach for my laptop.
It all started because of the Stebbing Elizabethan Fayre.
This was a village-wide weekend, every four years or so,
when all local organisations held their fundraising day.
Everyone dressed in Tudor costumes (loosely interpreted);
there was Morris dancing, yard of ale, a ducking stall and
so much more (memories and stories to Editor for future
editions, please). The first was June 1970 and the last was
held in 1999.
The Women’s Institute was stumped for an original idea to boost takings at the 1995
Fayre until we hit on writing a cookery book to sell on our stall. After all, everyone has
their favourite recipes, and it would be easy putting them into an illustrated book.
Members, family and friends happily sent us recipes; Judy Kemp (she of the illustrated
map still displayed in the Pelham Room, Village Hall and White Hart) did the artwork. A
small team compiled the chapters and Jean Biggs did all the typing. This was no
mean feat because computers were little more than word processors at that time. We
had no facility for numbering the pages, so this was added by hand. We co-opted
Norman Lamb as an Honorary Member to arrange printing and, a couple of days
before the Fayre, Five hundred copies were delivered to my home (because I was
President)! They took up a lot of space when set beside the cakes and plants we
would also be selling.
The books did sell well but we had many left
after the Fayre which were sold to friends,
given as presents and sold in the village
shops. The recipes were a hit and many
people have told me of their favourites. Joan
Matthews won second prize in the Cake
Competition at The Countess of Warwick
Show with Judith Greenway’s Date and
Walnut Loaf. Pat Bradley’s Lemon Meringue
Roulade and Sylvia’s Chestnut Pudding were
wonderful desserts and Fiona’s Piccalilli is still
my favourite recipe for using excess
vegetables during the autumn.
It seemed, after a couple of years or so, our
market had been saturated and the left-over
(continued opposite on page 15)
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(continued from on page 13)
copies were ‘remaindered’, which is a shame because they might have sold during
recent lockdowns, but storing 150 or so books in the garage does not improve
relationships... and the need for space triumphed.
So too, Stebbing ‘remaindered’ its W.I. A couple of years later, we decided to
disconnect from the National Women’s Institute and form a new ‘independent’
organisation for Stebbing Women. I was the first Chairman and am delighted that
Stebbing Ladies is still thriving (Covid-19 permitting). It will be back up and running as
soon as restrictions allow and, if you are not already a member, then please join us
and I promise you won’t have to store a mountain of cookery books.
I imagine there are still many bookshelves with Stebbing W.I. Cooks and they continue
to deserve their space. A couple of recipes included are below:
DATE and WALNUT LOAF - Judith Greenway
8oz chopped dates

4oz caster sugar

2oz margarine or butter, cut into small pieces

1 egg, beaten

2oz walnuts, chopped

8oz self raising flour

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda

6 fluid ozs water

1tsp vanilla essence

pinch salt

Place dates, sugar, salt, bicarb soda and margarine in a mixing bowl. Boil water. Pour
over and mix well to melt the margarine. Leave to cool. Add egg, walnuts, flour and
vanilla essence, mix to a batter consistency. Grease and line one 2lb or 2 x1lb loaf tins.
Pour in mixture and bake in centre of oven, gas 3, or 160◦ C, for approximately 1hr
15mins for 2lb tin, or 45mins to 1hr for smaller tins, or until firm. Cool in tin. Eat cold,
sliced and buttered. Keeps well.
CHESTNUT PUDDING - Sylvia Chittenden

2oz dark chocolate

2-3 tblsp milk

1 dessertspoon instant coffee

2.5oz sugar

1 tin chestnut puree

2.5oz butter

double cream
Melt chocolate in milk, add sugar and coffee and stir until dissolved. Put chestnut
purée in mixer, pour in chocolate mixture with softened butter and blend. Pot into
individual glasses and dish and place in fridge to set. Decorate with double cream.
Jackie Kingdom, February 2021
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UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Felsted & Stebbing Ward
It might be useful to remind residents of help available from UDC.
The Council website contains lots of information that may be useful
in these difficult times. Residents and businesses can find help and guidance at:
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/coronavirus. This is where you can get advice, whether you
are self-isolating or feeling isolated, where you can get financial help if you've lost your job
or had an income drop because of coronavirus - and help with what to do if you fear
becoming homeless.
If you have a business, help and support includes things such as loans, grants, and help for
your staff. If you are self-employed you can find information such as details of the fourth
grant of the Self-Employment Income Support scheme, which will be announced on 3rd
March.
We continue to attend council meetings virtually, from full Council and Cabinet to Planning
Committee and the Local Plan Leadership Group - none of them like Handforth Parish
Council with Jackie Weaver!

The New Local Plan

This district council area must have a Local Plan, as does every district council in the
country. Central government dictate this, along with their calculated number of dwellings
they state should be delivered annually. We are still at the first consultation, known as the
‘Issues & Options’ stage, which takes place before any proposals have been developed,
and we encourage you to let UDC hear your thoughts and ideas on the future of this village
and the district.
All the themes of Community Stakeholder Forum consultation and the responses that are
received from residents will help guide proposals for the ‘Draft’ Local Plan. Please consider
adding your comments. The next two themes to be discussed by the Forum and to come
out for consultation are the Local Economy on 24th February and Homes on 10th March.
All the Forum’s discussions, after a presentation on each theme, are livestreamed or can be
watched on YouTube to help stimulate discussion. You can add comments to any of the
themes up to 21st April 2021 and we do hope you will join in this important consultation
phase.
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/Consultation-and-the-Community-Stakeholder-Forum
https://uttlesford-consult.objective.co.uk/kse

Stansted Airport Appeal
The Appeal Hearing finishes in the week beginning 8th March. There is no date set for the
outcome of the appeal but it is expected in late Summer. All information about the appeal
can be found: https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/airport-appeal

Keeping in Touch
While we are still unable to hold face to face councillor surgeries, we would be very happy
to hear from any of you by email or phone should there be anything you think we can help
with or answer any questions you may have from this report.
With our very best wishes,

Sandi Merifield & John Evans
cllrmerifield@uttlesford.gov.uk - Mobile: 07958 389059
17

cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
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The Hundred Parishes Society
At this difficult time, we are fortunate to live in such a lovely area where we can take
exercise close to home in attractive and interesting surroundings. One of the local
delights is the number of thatched buildings.
Thatch was once the roofing choice of the poor
as it was locally sourced, inexpensive and
sustainable. Now it seems that only the betteroff can afford the necessary regular servicing
and replacement. Most roofs are thatched with
long wheat straw and many are topped out
with a decorative straw feature on the apex.
These are called straw finials.

Brent Pelham – fox and hare

Pheasants and foxes are still among the favourites for this tradition that goes back
centuries. These finials may once have been installed to keep away birds or even
witches, while some may have been the trademark of the individual thatcher. Today,
they are more likely to be chosen by the customer from an online catalogue. They
seem more abundant and varied than ever.
I have spotted some fine examples around The
Hundred Parishes, such as the two running
hares on a cottage at Ashdon. In Finchingfield
and Radwinter, you may find families of ducks
and there is a large thatched cow on the barn
of the Red Cow pub at Chrishall.

Aythorpe Roding – eagle

You may see a hare on Dick Turpin’s Cottage
at Hempstead or a galloping horse at Great
Bardfield. High Roding has a delightful cat
stretching up the chimney stack and a fox
chases a hare in Brent Pelham. An eagle has
landed in Aythorpe Roding and there is a
flying pig in Ugley.

The 16th-century Thatcher’s pub at Hatfield Heath
is appropriately situated on a road that was once
part of the route for horse-drawn cartage of
wheat from Suffolk to London. Do keep looking
up!
Ken McDonald, Secretary.

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Ugley - flying pig
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Joan Dow, as told by her grandson, Jamie.
Joan’s life wasn't always easy, but it was full of life
and love. Let me start from the very beginning.
She was born on Stebbing Green, 5th August 1929, to
Mary and Herbert Wilkes. She grew up in Little
Dunmow and went to school there with her twelve
siblings. Her father Herbert served in the army whilst
her mother, Mary, looked after all 12 children.
Joan (Nan) worked in the local Ridley Brewery,
worked in the pea and potato fields, as well as the
sugar beet factory, where many a tale has been told
of laughter and good times.
By the time she turned 17, Nan was dating Frank and
they married in 1948. Frank was a local man who
convinced Joan he was the man for her, picking her
up in a pony and trap to take her out. Can you
imagine it?
They had a small wedding at Stebbing Church and
their marriage was happy but tough, working hard to
ensure their two daughters Val and Linda were
always clean and well dressed.
They lived on their small holding for over 53 years on
Stebbing Green where they kept an array of animals,
taking in any strays, to Nan’s dismay! Chasing sheep that had escaped during the night
and ended up in Great Saling. Cattle jumping the fences that needed herding back at all
hours. Taking in stray horses etc. But she loved it, waking up to see newborn sheep and
cattle and the horses they’d nursed back to health.
I particularly remember living with Nan for a short time on Stebbing Green in the mobile
home whilst Grandad was ill in hospital, waking up with frost on my head and Nan laughing
at me whilst lighting the stove. I also have vivid memories of Nan working in the apple
orchards with her family, but I suppose the one we all remember, is her cutting logs with
Grandad and my Dad in all weather - to make ends meet. Nan worked as hard as anyone
and keeping up with Grandad was always a challenge. One time rushing too much, he
accidently chopped half of Nan’s finger off and my Dad had to rush her to hospital for
treatment, not thinking to take the severed finger with him so it could be re-attached. Nan
had a constant reminder of the day and many laughs and stories followed.
They lived on Stebbing Green until Grandad became ill and moved to Pulford Place, Bran
End. Grandad passed away in 2000 but, with Mum and Auntie Linda close by and her
grandchildren never far away, Nan never wanted for anything. She did however always
complain about her dirty windows and how the window cleaner spent more time drinking
(continued on page 23)
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(continued from page 21)

tea than doing his job. On one occasion she pulled him out of his fish pond, saving his life
as he was so intoxicated.
Nan had a colourful way with words that would make your hair curl and an infatuating
laughter that was contagious. Cigarette in one hand, and generally a cup of tea in the
other, she was always content. Nan enjoyed many a laugh in the White Hart, Stebbing with
friends and family over the years and was always the source of entertainment ... with her
quick wit and beautiful personality.
She particularly enjoyed Sunday afternoons when Elvis was on. She would be the first up
dancing, encouraging all to join in, and they did. Singing along to her favourite songs was
something Nan always enjoyed, and she had a good voice. She also enjoyed a draught or
two of Guinness, and sometimes too many, always telling us it was good for her and full of
iron - knowing full well Auntie Linda would take her home and look after her.
She particularly liked winding us all up but loved us all the same and never had a favourite.
Nan lived a full life for over 92 years and that’s what we celebrate. I’m proud to have
called her my Nan, a wonderful mother who passed on her best attributes to my Mum and
Auntie Linda.
It’s hard to let someone go when you love them so much, but as one wise man once said,
“Nothing is eternal except our love for our family, when we keep them in our hearts and
remember all the good stuff we had together, they can live forever in our memories.”

Love you Nan, RIP

Jamie Stolworthy

Michael Stolworthy, as told by
his son, Jamie.
Dad was born in Rayne, 28th April 1946 to Doris
and Arthur Stolworthy. He lost his father on his 14th
birthday, leaving his mum to bring her three sons
and daughter up alone.
Mum and Dad met when he was 15 years old and
they married in 1974. They had three sons: Garry,
Bub and then the best looking, most intelligent,
Jamie. We all grew up in Stebbing and have many
happy memories of a loving and mostly peaceful
home.
Dad was a patient man and he needed to be with
the three of us, constantly tormenting him for fun.
Garry filling a mug with water and placing it on the
door so when it closed the mug would fall on him,
or Bub eating his work lunch when coming home
from the pub, and me tying his work trousers up in
knots to make him late for work in the morning.
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(continued on page 25)
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(continued from page 23)

I can remember working with Dad one day when we had filled his sandwiches with used
tea bags; it was indeed a funny sight. It is testament to him though that, not once, did he
lose his temper.
Dad worked hard, providing for his family and ensuring Mum never went without particularly with cars. Dad loved buying them and his name will live on in logbooks alone.
He particularly looked forward to his holidays with Mum, Auntie Linda and Uncle Steve.
Every year they would book an extravagant holiday, seeing parts of the world many could
only wish for.
Garry recalls at a young age, waiting for Dad to come home from work outside in all
weathers, holding Dad’s handkerchief. What a wonderful memory.
I spent a lot of weekends with Dad, either fishing or driving around the countryside and he
would tell me of good times he’d had with his best friend Tony Seabrook. But he would
always be threatening to get home to Mum, worrying about leaving her for too long, as
they were very rarely apart. We all took great care of Dad and he enjoyed weekends
spent either at Garry’s or Bub’s house, having breakfast and dinner.
Dad enjoyed his Friday evenings in the pub with Steve and talking to the ‘Usual Suspects’.
It is a testament to how much he was liked, with over 300 messages sent when he died, all
saying what a lovely man Dad was - with a smile to melt anyone’s heart.
We always enjoyed watching rugby together; he never knew the rules but would always
comment. We will miss this.
Many know Dad suffered from different ailments over the years, many of which prevented
him from fully enjoying his retirement. He would never truly tell any of us the pain he
suffered. He never complained and just got on with it. Never worrying about himself but
always worrying about his family. Dad was an altruistic, selfless person, always giving to
others without looking for personal gain. Truly a Dad to be proud of and aspire to be like.
Well Dad, as General Maximus said, ‘’What we do in life echoes in eternity’’ and Dad will
be rewarded in heaven because he truly made our lives and this world a better place.
Jamie Stolworthy

Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan Update
The Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan steering group would like to thank all those who
responded to the recent Regulation 14 consultation on its draft neighbourhood plan.
Your comments and factual corrections are being collated and, where appropriate
will be used to create the revised plan proposal that will go forward as Regulation 15,
to Uttlesford District Council, who will run the next consultation (Regulation16) in due
course. This will lead to a referendum for the implementation of the Plan, upon which
all Residents will have the opportunity to vote.
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Lockdown from Christmas to Spring
Into freezer drawers was crammed the Christmas food we bought to share,
Supermarket shelves were cleared by those who should have dined elsewhere,
Gifts to Grandma sent ahead unwrapped via video link instead,
Except for those that lost their way, caught up in the post delay.
It’s fair to say we’d hoped for more in plans for Christmas 2020,
A taste of freedom lay in store, of being locked down we’d had plenty.

The bulbs I planted late last year have pushed right though the sodden ground
And as the shoots start to appear I know there’s solace to be found
In nature’s calm and sure resilience and in our scientists’ sheer brilliance
In giving us the vaccination that, as we head into the spring
Heralds hope throughout the nation of the future it will bring.
Sue Butler
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Stebbing Village Stores
Owned and run by our village community

We are delighted to launch our full-range, meat ordering service of naturally- reared,
totally-traceable pork products from Great Garnetts and fresh quality meat from Prior’s
Hall. Delicious!
From succulent weekend joints to steaks, mince, chops, sausages, burgers, poultry,
cured products and ready meals, you have a full selection of the highest-quality produce to choose from to suit your family needs and save you time.

Details and guide prices per kilo are available for all produce in store. Alternatively
email svsenquiries0@gmail.com and we’ll send the information.

ORDERING DETAILS
Orders to be placed by:
Deposit payable:

5pm on Tuesdays.

£10 for joints of meat/mixed joint and other meats
£5 for all other orders

Meat will be delivered on Friday of the same week.
Orders to be collected by 5pm on Friday.
We hope you enjoy this new service and thank you for your support!
Stephanie Taylor, SVS Committee Member
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Thanks to Jane Beanland for the two winter
views of Lubberhedges (above).

The picture on the left is a view of a road
closure sign at The Downs. It was posted on
Nextdoor by Mick Jackson, who found its
positioning behind a bin quite amusing. The
Editor shared his amusement.
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NEWS FROM THE GARDENS
My optimism last month has been dashed – as you will appreciate, Covid restrictions
meant we were not able to open the Gardens in February to let visitors enjoy the
snowdrops. The upside of this was not worrying about hundreds of people tramping
over grass that has struggled with the record amount of rainfall in recent months and
this year’s Beast from the East. But it was so sad not to be able to share the joy of
the snowdrops looking better than ever, pooled under trees at the front of the
Gardens, covering the banks at the side of the glade and colonising the grass in the
walled kitchen garden.
It is not yet clear what will be possible in March. Last year I was naïve about the
looming impact of the pandemic and we didn’t start getting volunteers back into
the Gardens until May, with visitors first allowed in July. This year, we remain hopeful
that the roll-out of the vaccine will mean we will be well ahead of those dates, but
you will need to keep an eye on our website or Facebook pages to get the up to
date news on when we will be open. You will also find there our latest pictures of
the Gardens.

In the meantime, we have
managed to get a little
essential winter work done
between the storms - and by
March, the early spring
should be lifting our spirits.
We should have finished our
planting of new fruit trees in
the walled kitchen garden
and the pruning of the older
apples and pears. The
blossom should be coming
out on the peaches and
nectarines and the bees
should be settling into their
new home. We should also
have the stonemasons on site, restoring the balustrade in the Italian garden. And of
course we will have a host of daffodils in the lime walk and the glade.
So, we keep on smiling and hope you can too!
Jill Goldsmith
February 2021
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Zoe’s Winter

34

Pictures from around Stebbing this winter - www.zoepanting.com
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Stebbing Garden Club
Winter isn’t just about snowdrops!
There is no doubt about it, the winter weather this
year has been especially difficult for gardeners, with
what seemed like continuous rain, followed by snow,
penetrating frost and icy winds - not to mention the
almost permanently grey skies. But enough! Spring is
just around the corner.
Proof of this is the appearance of those winter
stalwarts, snowdrops (Galanthus species), poking
Iris ‘Katherine Hodgekin
their heads above the snow. They are not native, but
were introduced in the 1500s. There are 20 species
and in excess of 500 varieties and, to my mind, they look their best amongst trees in a
garden setting. Just how they, and other plants that flower in winter, manage to push
their way through the frozen ground without being frozen solid themselves, was only
discovered 30 years ago with the isolation of antifreeze proteins within them.
Popular for pots and hanging baskets as much as for the
open garden, the diminutive and colourful Reticulata
group of irises are definitely worthy of a place in the winter
garden. Planted as bulbs in the autumn in a sunny spot,
they will continue flowering for years. My favourite, from
around the 1960s, is Iris ‘Katherine Hodgkin’.

Iris unguicularis

Iris unguicularis, or the Algerian iris, seems an unlikely
choice to flower in British climate, coming as it does from
North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean. Given good
drainage and a sunny spot against a south-facing wall,
this little iris will reliably flower during the slightly warmer
interludes of winter.

Crocuses need no introduction – opening their
flowers in the sunshine they can look
particularly good carpeting grass. All of the
approximately 90 species of crocus come from
the temperate northern hemisphere, but of
these, only a few of the many that are suited
to the UK climate are offered for sale by
garden centres This is odd, given their diverse
colours and suitability for different planting
situations such as rock gardens, pots or for
naturalising in grass.
(Continued on page 39)
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Crocus dalmaticus

38

(Continued from page 37)
The stinking hellebore, Helleborus
foetidus, is aptly named - just try
crushing its foliage. It is a British
native and once established,
seeds itself around the garden,
eventually making quite large
plants that erupt into flower at
this time of the year. The flowers
are not spectacular (they are
green) but have an elegant
beauty with their contrasting red
Helleborus foetidus
petal edges. In warmer
interludes they are often visited
by bumble bees, so a good plant to have if you want to attract wildlife.
Like many of the winter-flowering
plants on this page, Daphne bholua
‘Jaqueline Postill’ is highly fragrant,
luring the few pollinating insects
around to its flowers. Evergreen and
bearing trusses of small purple-tinged
white flowers, they are good to grow
near path edges or close to the
house where their fragrance can be
appreciated.
Daphne bholua ‘Jaqueline Postill’

My final choice (I’ve had to miss out so many
favourites) is Mahonia (Oregon grape) in all its guises.
With their shiny evergreen leaves, sometimes
reddening in winter and with bunches of bright yellow
fragrant flowers in mid-winter followed by purple
‘grapes’, what’s not to like? Though far from being a
native, this is another good bee plant on a sunny day.
My thanks go to all those in Stebbing Garden Club,
who sent me their photos for inclusion in this piece.

Margaret Rufus, Garden Club Secretary
Mahonia x media
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Birding in Stebbing during the Pandemic - Part 4
Who would have thought that, getting on for a year from the start of the Corona virus
Pandemic, we would still be in another stringent lockdown. However, with the very
successful vaccination programme, surely there is light at the end of the tunnel.
Our village walks have continued almost daily and the most significant
sightings have been as follows.

Siskin

25/10 - The Firecrest for the second and final time, which suggests a
bird on migration.
26/10 - 6 Siskins in trees at Bran End.
7/11 - 4 Bullfinches feeding in a hedgerow (2 males and 2 females).
14/11 - A wild wet and windy day with 2 flocks of Yellowhammers totalling at least 16
birds.
24/11 - A large mixed flock of Bunting and Finches in a field off
Whitehouse Road comprising 50+ Yellowhammers and good
numbers of Greenfinches, Chaffinches and Goldfinches. Surprisingly
the flock was present the following day but then disappeared.
Yellowhammer

30/11 - As I set off for a walk from Ruffels Place, I heard a plaintive
whistle from overhead and, on looking up, there were 2 Golden
Plovers flying over, calling. Species number 82 during lockdown.
6/11 - A flock of 40+ Lapwing flying behind the airfield - lockdown
species 83. Evidently the collective noun for Lapwings is a deceit
because they were supposed to be deceitful and treacherous.
What bright spark came up with the idea that a bird could be
those two things?

Golden Plover

1/1/21 - What a difference a year makes! This year, following
contact with someone who had contracted corona virus, I spent
New Years Day in isolation and did my birdwatching from the
house and garden, recording 24 species.
In normal circumstances most keen birders spend New Years Day trying to see as
many species as possible.

Smew

New Years Day 2020 I divided my time between Abberton
Reservoir and Mersea Island. Both areas were busier than I
had ever seen them because of the selection of rare and
uncommon birds. During the day I recorded 77 species,
including a north American Ring-necked Duck, Great
White, Cattle and Little Egrets, Smew, Long-tailed Duck,
(Continued on page 43)
41

42

(Continued from page 41)

Bewick Swan, Great Northern and Black- throated Divers, Redbreasted Merganser, Goosander, Hen and Marsh Harrier, Peregrine
Falcon and also my first ever January Swallow, an amazing day.
In March 1999, an American Ring-billed Gull was found on Westcliffe
seafront. This bird returned for 12 consecutive years to it's wintering Hen harrier
home on the seafront in August/September and departed in
March/April, presumably moving north looking for a mate. Its
favourite resting spot was a lamppost directly outside Rossi's Ice-cream Parlour and it
was therefore given the name "Rossi". So between the years 2000 and 2011, the
traditional start to the New Year for many Essex birders was to breakfast at Rossi's while
adding the Gull to their yearlist. Despite the name the parlour did a wonderful, "Full
English" !
When first identified, "Rossi" was already an adult bird and therefore at least 3 years
old. This means that when he was last seen in March 2011 he was at least 15 years old,
a good age for one of the smaller Gulls.
Skylark

26/1 - A flock of 21 Skylarks in the vicinity of the airfield, the largest
flock I have ever seen in Stebbing.

3/2 - A lovely morning, sunny and quite mild. Certainly the Skylarks
thought spring was on the way as all around the village they were
singing. I also saw several very large mixed flocks of Fieldfares and Starlings, a pairing
I don't recall seeing before.
Lets hope that the next time Stebbing Scene is published, life has returned to some
kind of normality and the effects of the this dreadful disease have at least diminished,
if not been eradicated.
Howard Jolliffe, Tel: 856843

Village Fête
This is a very cautious announcement that your Fête Committee are starting to look at
holding the Village Fête on Sunday 12th September. This is very dependent on the
Government easing the lockdown restrictions and, hopefully, the rollout of the
vaccination program will allow this to happen. The Committee feel that we all need
the opportunity to get together and have a fun filled afternoon to look forward to.
Peter Merifield,
Chairman, Village Fete Committee.
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DPS PLUMBING
& HEATING

Domestic plumbing, heating and
gas work undertaken, including bathroom
installation and wall tiling

Reg. No. 018705

Steve

Peter

Telephone 01371 856029

Telephone 01371 879103

Mobile 07850 942120

Mobile 07850 942121

E-mail: steveatdpsltd@hotmail.co.uk

E-mail: petejnorman@btinternet.com

Registered Office: Green Ley Mill Lane Stebbing CM6 3SL
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The Mad Medic
Hello everyone, I hope you are well. The days are growing
brighter and spring bulbs are pushing their way through to cheer
us up, a symbol of new beginnings and hope to give us strength.
Have you noticed how many people seem to be colour
coordinating their protective face masks? They are becoming
somewhat of a fashion statement, a little strange but fun. Thank God for my mask and not just for its invaluable protection. Attempting to apply make-up at 5.30am in
'funny' light, I plonked a blush coloured blob of lipstick on the apple part of each
cheek, ready to blend in, then lined my lips in red pencil liner to fill in with lipstick
(even though no one sees my lips). Interrupted by a phone message, all thoughts of
lipstick to fill in the 'clown' mouth vanished. The blush blobs on both cheeks, glowing
like Belisha beacons, were completely ignored as I donned enough clothes to tackle
arctic conditions. Lips were hidden by the mask - phew! But the blush blobs like the
Chad cartoon character peering brightly above the mask, were definitely not my
finest fashion statement.
One thing I am not scatty about though is my immune system, and this is a
precautionary tale for anyone suffering from allergies because it really can be
serious. On 28th November, at 6pm, I had a vegetable curry takeaway, the first one
in months, so it was lovely. We had emphasised that it must not contain onions as I
am so allergic to them that I carry an EpiPen. I was fine all night, then was tidying
leaves in our front drive early the next morning when I collapsed without warning
and went unconscious. I was so ill that it was frightening; I truly thought I was dying
as I hovered in and out of consciousness and was vomiting, while my body shook
and my heart raced. I was taken to A&E where, because my heart rate was so iffy, I
was taken for cardiac assessment. It was delayed-onset anaphylactic shock which
can be fatal. Everyone knows I don't have time to be ill so, if anyone else has
allergies please emphasise the need to be 100% certain when ordering food. Never
be complacent; it took many weeks to recover properly. I am lucky because I
received great treatment and care. There was a strong possibility the curry was
cooked with onions and the onions removed when dishing my portion.
On a lighter note, Peter Sullivan at number 1 Oakfields ( Essex Honey) gave me a jar
of honey at Christmas and it is scrumptious. Thank you very much Peter, a lovely
surprise.
Things are still pretty tough for my children in Mumbai, but they are trying to help
each other and I'm being updated on progress so that I know how to help from here
until I can get out to them safely. My friends there are keeping watchful eyes out for
me and reporting to me constantly. Please take care all of you, keep safe and well.
Loads of love and hugs, Valerie xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Poetry Corner
As I have chosen a ‘spring’ poem I hope, by the time you read it,
spring really will be in the air. A. E. Houseman who wrote the
poem was a Professor of Latin at Cambridge University. His best
known works were the poems of A Shropshire Lad of which this is
one. But he was born in Worcestershire and spent most of his life in Cambridge. A
punctilious man, he noted each year when the Cambridge Cherry trees flowered.
Personally I would be quite happy with fifty more springs.
Derek Towler

Loveliest of Trees
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.
Now, of my threescore years and ten,
Twenty will not come again,
And take from seventy springs a score,
It only leaves me fifty more.
And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,

About the woodlands I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow.
A.E. Houseman
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The Dorcas Society
Once again Covid-19 continues to influence our daily life. But, as I write this, we really do
have some hopes of life returning to some semblance of normality. Many of us have either
received the vaccine or will be doing so in the near future and, although we remain
dependent on the Government’s decision as to when the restrictions will be eased, the
summer now looks considerably more promising.
During the past twelve months we have tried, whenever possible, to continue with
delivering cards and gifts to anyone we felt would benefit. Obviously it hasn’t been as easy
as usual, having to comply with the social distancing and the necessity for some people to
shield. We did, however, manage to distribute Christmas gifts to many Stebbing residents,
which we felt this year was particularly appropriate as so many people were unable to
spend the time with family and friends.
As March approaches, we would normally at this time be planning our Soup lunch. Sadly,
as things stand at present, that is not going to be possible as it seems extremely unlikely that
indoor meetings will be permitted - and of course many people will not have had their
second vaccine. However, we do feel that the Harvest Lunch in October is a real possibility
and hopefully some smaller events during the Summer, so we are all keeping our fingers
crossed.
We do hope that everyone is keeping well and, as I write this, keeping warm! When the
next Stebbing Scene is published, things should be a little clearer as to future events, so,
please watch this space and we hope to be able to see many of you in the not too far
distant future
Rosie Pitkethly

Meals On Wheels
Stebbing has for many years operated a meals on wheels service, taking
over provision from WRVS when they were no longer able to continue. This is
a very valuable service in the village and is designed to help anyone who is
housebound, unwell or just in need of a little help, whether on a permanent
or temporary basis, and we need to ensure it continues to thrive.
In essence we are an informal group of volunteers who prepare a hot meal
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, some cook, some deliver and some do both. At
present we are providing eight meals on the days we operate and the meal
comprises a simple hot main course and a pudding. The choice of menu is
up to the individual cook and expenses are reimbursed so no one is out of pocket. We are
again looking for additional volunteers - more particularly, cooks. The more we have, the
less frequently you have to cook; the norm is once a month. It is definitely not a case of too
many cooks … more a case of many hands make light work. We have managed to
continue providing meals during all the various lockdowns and it has proved invaluable to
those who receive them. But we could really do with a bit of help – please give it a thought
and call me if you think you could help. Our new rota will start in April.

Sue Riley, Tel: 856548
49

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA
Registered Member of the Health Professions Council

HOME VISITING PRACTICE

Tel: 07754 700950
e.mail: amarlowfeet@outlook.com
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How Stebbing Nearly Made it to Hollywood
Cubby Broccoli’s Loss
When Jackie and I moved to Church End, 54 years ago,
the obvious attractions of our house were its beautiful
position opposite the parish church, great age and
unusual interior. A perhaps less obvious attraction was the
bohemian lifestyle of the couple who sold to us, Robert
Holles and his wife Daphne, always known by her
nickname, ‘Tuddy’.
Robert was already a successful author and scriptwriter,
including as feature writer for John Bull Magazine,
Coronation Street and a TV serial drama, Z Cars. His books
were well received. One novel, Religion and Davy Peach, retitled Grab it While You
Can when published in paperback, was a barely disguised description of the village of
Stebbing and some of its more interesting residents. Tuddy lived in fear of libel writs but
they never came.
This was at a time when films and television dramas were becoming more down to
earth, described at the time as ‘kitchen sink drama’. A particularly successful film at
the time was Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, which brought fame to Albert
Finney. The tale of a lively young man who worked in the Raleigh Cycle factory in
Nottingham. Cubby Broccoli, producer of the early James Bond films, wanted to make
a similar film but with the hero (anti-hero?) living in a village. Having read Religion and
Davy Peach, he decided that would be the story.
He asked Robert to meet him in Hollywood,
to agree terms. He was taken to Broccoli’s
office by stretch limo. They got on so badly
the film was never made; Robert returned to
the airport by taxi.
One of Robert’s novels was made into a
successful film. The Siege of Battersea,
renamed Guns at Batasi as a film, is still
sometimes shown on afternoon television.
The leading role, that of a Sergeant Major,
was played by Richard Attenborough.
Robert had served with distinction in the
Korean War, in the Gloucestershire Regiment
– the Glorious Glosters. More than half the
regiment, his colleagues, were killed in the
battle of Imjim. Attenborough visited Robert
(continued on page 53)
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(continued from page 53)

at Church End many
times. Attenborough
helped Robert rewrite
the novel as a film script
and, in turn, Robert
taught Attenborough
how to speak, act and
think like a Sergeant
Major ... all followed by
lively lunches.

Part of an illustration, by Roy Raymond, for the front cover of

Robert wrote thirty three Robert’s book, ‘The Guide To Real Village Cricket’.
midweek television
dramas. He usually phoned beforehand to say when one would be shown - and
again the next day to ask what I thought of it. At that time, the landlord of The Green
Man at Mill End Green was considered by some (not by me) to be pompous
condescending and rude. The landlord ejected Cliff Richard, who at that time lived
at little Easton, from the garden because he ‘did not like men with long hair’. In one
drama, the leading character looked like, sounded like, dressed like and used the
same phrases as the landlord.
Surely, I said to Robert, you will be on the wrong end of a libel writ for that one. “No, I
won’t,” he replied. “Like most writers I draw heavily on people I have met and what I
see around me. Most people don’t recognise themselves. Those that do seem
pleased to be there. Those I show as awful, and do recognise themselves, seem to
see their unpleasantness as a virtue”.
The main character in his last drama was an ‘interesting’ school teacher called Jackie
Kingdom. Even after all these years, the real life Jackie Kingdom, the Stebbing Scene
obituary writer, is not sure what to make of her television alter ego.
Robert died in 1999. At the funeral in Stebbing Parish Church, his well-behaved dog
sat with the family.
Work by Robert Holles: Now Thrive the Armourers, written as a Novel but really a
description of a soldier’s life in the Korean War; Captain Cat; Religion and Davey
Peach; The Siege of Battersea/Guns at Batasi, 20th Century Fox, starring Richard
Attenborough, Flora Robson, Jack Hawkins, John Leyton - and Mia Farrow’s first film;
Spawn; The Guide to Real Subversive Soldiering; One Man’s Stebbing; Guide to
Village Cricket.
Michael Kingdom, February 2021
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WANT AN OUTDOOR EXERCISE
YOU CAN STICK WITH?

WEST ESSEX JUDO CLUB
Class Times
Tuesdays

Nordic walking uses 90% of the body’s muscles

6pm – 7.30pm

Novices & Juniors

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Advanced & Seniors

A full-body exercise that is suitable for all ages
and fitness levels, Nordic walking provides fast
results and can burn up to 40% more calories
when compared to walking without poles.

Saturdays
10am – 11.30am

Novices & Juniors

11.30am – 1.30pm

Advanced & Seniors

LEARN TO NORDIC WALK
Dates to be arranged. Contact Sarah Bennison details
below.
REGULAR WALK
Mondays 2 hour walks from Stebbing, Felsted, Lindsell,
Rayne and surrounding villages.
Fridays 1 - 1 and a half hour walks from Felsted and
surrounding villages.

Held at

Enrol online at

Stebbing Village Hall, Mill Lane, Stebbing
Contact Faith on 07595331073, faithpitman@aol.com
or via Facebook
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME YOUNG OR OLD!

www.uttlesfordnordicwalking.co.uk
where you can register and book any of my
classes and walks I can also be contacted directly on
01371 870817 / 0770 332 5332 or

sarah.bennison@btopenworld.com

AFTERNOON CARPET BOWLS

EVENING CARPET BOWLS

THURSDAYS 2.00 - 4.30pm
at the Village Hall

THURSDAYS 7.30pm
at the Village Hall

Cost £2.00 including tea and biscuits

Cost £2.00, including tea and biscuits

Newcomers welcome - Informal
instruction and encouragement given

Guidance, encouragement and a warm
welcome come free

Contact: Pat Hopwood 856183

Contact: Roger 856348 or Ann 856476

BADMINTON

SAVE YOUR OLD STAMPS

New members needed

Please save old postage stamps,
British or foreign, as I collect them to
help The Leprosy Mission, who are also glad to
receive old picture postcards of any kind. If you
have any, please drop them in to me at :

Wednesday evenings 8pm-10pm
(except 4th Wednesday of each month)
In the Village Hall, Mill Lane

6, Oakfield, Stebbing - or phone me on 856325
and I can collect them.

Contact: Mark Hayden Tel: 07791526278

Thank you, Anne Howard

Did you know that this issue, and back copies, are available to download at
www.StebbingScene.uk
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Are You Fed-up With The Same Old Walks?
If your answer to the above is, ’Yes’, then the website for you is Walking in Essex at:
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/essex
It has hundreds of walks to download and print (free), books of
walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the county and
much more. Whether you want to walk on your own, or with a
group, all the information is there in one place.
There is so much walking information on the web that is difficult to
find. Walking in Essex is part of the Walking in England suite of
websites. There is one site for each county in England, all brought together in one
place. Whether you are walking from home, or are away on holiday, you will be able
to find a walk suitable for you. With walks from half a mile to over twelve miles long
and a note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to
enjoy. So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
John Harris

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/essex

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Welcome To Stebbing
Hello from myself and my fiancé Louise! We moved into our first home together in Bran
End Fields back in October 2018. I grew up in Witham, and Louise in Cheshunt, so
Stebbing has been a bit of a change for us. We chose Stebbing to set up base as it’s
a bit of a half way house for us from our hometowns.
I think it’s fair to say it took a bit of getting used to our new and less busy surrounds but
now we absolutely love it! We have been very grateful for the wonderful walks we
have right on our doorstep, especially in these strange times.
We have both been very fortunate to have been working throughout Covid. I have a
background and passion for preparing sports pitches and worked for a premier league
football club and private schools. I have recently moved off the tools to become a
contracts manager for a grounds maintenance company and Lou is a primary school
teacher about to finish her NQT.
We have managed to get involved in some of the village goings on by taking part in
the Bran End Yard Sale and I’ve played a couple of games for the village cricket team
over the summer. Our neighbours have lived in the village for many years and have
been so welcoming, friendly and helpful - which has been very much appreciated.
We are looking forward to many more happy years in the village and we look forward
to seeing you all out and about on our walks.
Kind regards, Anthony and Louise
This e-mail came from Anthony Facey just before going to print. More submissions like
this would be welcome any time between now and early May for the June issue - Ed
55

56

Stebbing Cricket Club News
Two months into 2021 and, fingers crossed, the winter’s Covid
restrictions will be eased enough for a village cricket season of some
form to start sometime in the spring.
Although in all probability we’ll have to follow last season’s Covid rules
again, I’m sure we can overcome them in the same way and enjoy a
fuller season of cricket this year.
Supporting social events may again not be possible but we will do our
best to arrange what we can, as and when prevailing conditions
allow. Hopefully this will include a return of our annual match against Stebbing
church, even if socially distanced onlookers have to bring their own refreshments on
this occasion!
We will again try to arrange matches against local opposition and additional home
games against teams from further afield, to allow both players and local spectators
to participate in or watch as much cricket as possible this summer.
The fixtures below are already confirmed for the coming season and include a
couple of mid-week 20-20 matches. Others will be added soon so that we can
publish a full fixture list in the next issue of Stebbing Scene.
2021 Confirmed Fixtures:
Sun June 27

Springfield CC (H)

Sun Aug 8

Radwinter CC (H)

Sun July 4

Radwinter CC (A)

Sun Aug 15

Epping CC (H)

Wed July 7

Lindsell (H)

Sun Aug 22

Mountnessing Willow-Herbs (H)

Wed July 21

Felsted Robins (A)

We wish club captain, Steve Hooper and his team, an enjoyable and fulfilling season
of cricket ahead. Newcomers to the club are always welcome so, if anyone of any
age is interested in playing some regular or occasional cricket, please contact myself
or our club chairman, Phil Barker. Our contact details are in the accompanying
notice below.
We remain extremely grateful to our club’s sponsors, president and vice-presidents
for their continuing support of the club in these trying times. Hopefully we can return
to something closer to normality during the course of the summer, even if we have to
wait a bit.
Adrian Farr, Club Secretary

Anyone interested in joining our small & friendly club please contact either
Phil Barker: 01371 856597 or Adrian Farr: 01371 856691
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Stebbing Bowls Club
Since our last report for the Bowls Club in the December
Issue of Stebbing Scene and, on the back of the
Government’s success in rolling out the Covid vaccine,
we are hopeful that this will facilitate a return, sooner
rather than later, to a more normal way of life without
any further lockdowns.
In anticipation of that and in readiness for this year’s bowling season, we have now
completed our usual competition entries and fixtures for 2021 and are pleased to
report a full programme of games, including the NWEBA Knockout competitions and
weekly League matches - as well as several ECBA competitions. Our Friendly Fixtures
with many local clubs are also being finalised for most weekends and, of course, we
have our own internal club competitions running throughout the season.
The green is also being prepared for the new season with regular cutting and spiking
and is already looking in great condition. The new canopy roof over the patio will be
completed later in February.
As I write this in mid February, we are still awaiting the Government’s announcement
later this month, with details of their exit plan from the Covid virus. Obviously, all our
plans are still fully dependent on what restrictions they may or may not impose on us
and for how long.
By the time you have received this issue of the magazine, the situation should be
clearer and we can then confirm our bowling events accordingly, with greater
confidence.
In the meantime, on the basis that bowling will be permitted, we are preparing for our
new season to commence around mid April with our usual “Open-Evening”, every
Thursday, starting on 22nd April - to which new members are cordially invited.
You are all very welcome to come along and try your hand at bowling and all you
need are a flat pair of shoes, with tuition and bowls readily available. Bowling is a
wonderful form of exercise under any circumstances and we are pleased to be able
to report that the health and safety precautions we put in place last season obviously
worked well and, if necessary, will be repeated this coming season.
All being well, we look forward to welcoming back all our existing
members and also many new members to a very productive and
enjoyable bowling season. Why not make this an integral part of your
staycation plans?
John Pitkethly (Secretary)
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Garden Waste Collection

The green skip service at

The Downs (Near entrance to
Ploughman’s Reach)
...will hopefully be back this year but,
as we go to print, the Parish Clerk has
not been informed of the schedule.
He will be advertising it (village
noticeboards and the village stores)
when it becomes available.
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The Scene Crossword - 157
This quarter’s crossword is a
tribute to Howard Jolliffe, and his
study and recording of
Stebbing’s birds during the
pandemic. The solutions to all
across clues are birds that
Howard has observed in the
course of the year - all being
defined as ‘Howard’s bird’.
Richard
Tel: 856122

mail: stebbing.scene@hotmail.co.uk

Across
7 Will bowler go to war over Howard's bird? (13)
8 Excellent and titled, but led away by Howard's bird
(5,3)
9 Friends wanted to include Howard's bird (4)
10 Howard's bird allows elk to rest freely (7)
12 (and 14) Howard’s bird takes immature French end
to church (5)
14 See 12ac (5)
16 Howard's bird upset her in lunar environment (7)
19 Howard's bird flown to test opinion (4)
20 Crazy person took bonnet to church for Howard's
bird (8)
22 Cowardly joker to follow Howard's bird (13)

Down (continued)
15 Baskets give credit to
congers perhaps (6)
17 Goes off outside as cooks on
fire (6)
18 White present in empty sky an owl perhaps? (5)
21 Fasten with can-opener on
the rim (4)

1

T

H

I
9

Down
1 Fibber takes the line back (4)
2 Flexible if you plan it to be (6)
3 Studied for exam - while killing flies (7)
4 Animals captured by Valentine, I hear (5)
5 One who hires a taxi loses opening to one mistreats
others (6)
6 Courtroom jargon is over - seal with glee (8)
11 I fed ices, being overcome by impressive structures
(8)
13 Bruce Wayne took nothing for Charon (7)
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Solution to Crossword no: 156
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You don’t have to be on benefits to get help
Are you short of money and struggling to pay for food or other
essentials? Has your ‘rainy day fund’ been used up?
There are lots of reasons why people find themselves in financial
difficulty and need help with money. It may be through losing a job
or a reduction in income. If your outgoings have risen suddenly, it
can become harder to cope with making all the usual payments.
Coronavirus has made many of these problems worse for a great number of people.
Many have seen their income fall. If this has happened to you, we can offer
information, support and guidance. Our advice is confidential and costs nothing.
We can help you to access:













Local foodbanks and children’s clothes banks
Help to pay utility bills or top up oil tanks
Emergency funds for prescriptions and other household essentials
Cold weather payments
Budgeting and debt support
Grants to improve the energy efficiency of your home
Support with job hunting and small grants for education and training
Universal Credit and Disability Benefits
Benefits for working families
Support for carers
Help from your local council, such as council tax support

If you're worried about money ... don't wait to get help.
Call us on 01799 618840
(Monday-Friday 9.30 am-3.30 pm)

or email: help@uttlesfordca.org.uk

Letters to the Editor
Dear sir,
I have lived in Stebbing for 12 years and in that time traffic has increased,
as you would expect. I walk to the high street most mornings and the speed of some
vehicles is unbelievable. From Bran End to the High Street it is like a race track including past the school. We have very few speed signs, and the ones we have got
are lost in the trees during summer. The ‘Slow’ signs just painted on the road are
parked on, so you cannot see them. Maybe it could be mentioned in the Stebbing
scene, asking people to slow down and asking local authorities for more signs before
someone is injured.
Thank you, EJ Byfield
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coach trips with a special twist. Whether we’re off to the theatre, a historic location, a big attraction or
something further afield, we believe that getting there is half the fun.
We leave Great Dunmow at 5.00pm, usually on a Thursday for theatre trips although other destinations
run at the weekend. Prices usually range from £60 - £80 per person and all trips include tickets, return
coach travel from Dunmow and refreshments enroute. Don’s Coaches provide a unique door to door
service.
I have availability for trips to the Houses of Parliament with a River boat lunch on Saturday 16 May
and The Drifters Girl on Wednesday 14 October. A trip to Waitress is planned for later in the year. I
will also be organising a trip to see FROZEN once tickets are released. New trips are constantly being
added and trips already sold out include Hairspray, Hamilton, Mama Mia the Party, Pretty Woman and
Witness for the Prosecution.
Please contact us for further details:
judith@jlpresents.co.uk: Mob No: 07989 490828
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Creamer Fund Easter Raffle
(Registered Charity Number 1095414)
The CREAMER Fund is a local charity founded over 30 years ago
by donations made in the memory of three patients of the
Freshwell Health Centre in Finchingfield. It has since grown with
generous donations from patients, families and friends.
The purpose of the CREAMER Fund is, and has always been, to
provide and assist in the provision of facilities, support services and
equipment not normally provided by the statutory authorities. We
work for all the community, not just patients of Freshwell.
The CREAMER Fund provides funding for community projects, such as the installation of
over 20 defibrillators in local villages, which have already proved life saving for visitors
and villagers alike. We are pleased to confirm that two new defibrillators are on order
for installation at second sites in Stebbing and Shalford. The CREAMER Fund also
provides funding for local medical services based at the Freshwell Health Centre,
where patients can benefit from local x-rays and ultrasound scans, entirely funded by
The CREAMER Fund - as well as numerous other diagnostic and medical equipment
purchased through donations.
The CREAMER Fund relies totally on donations and fundraising to be able to carry on
supporting local communities in this way. The CREAMER Fund contributes over £40,000
per annum to run the local x-ray and ultrasound facilities, and the installation of each
defibrillator costs over £1,900. However, our ability to fund raise is very limited in these
Covid restricted times. Once again restrictions have prevented our annual
fundraising Easter Raffle, which has been cancelled, as indeed was our 2020 Christmas
Raffle. With ongoing restrictions limiting our fund raising, the Trustees of The CREAMER
Fund would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the CREAMER Fund is still
working hard to support local communities.

If you can help at all with a donation, however small, we and the local
communities would be extremely grateful. Please have a look at our
Facebook Page or website (creamerfund.co.uk) for further information on
our projects and forthcoming activities, where you will also find
information on Gift Aid and a printable mandate.

Please take some time to look at our website and consider making a donation:
www. creamerfund.co.uk
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Stebbing Directory
AFSS/Stebbing School

Office

856260

Badminton

Mark Hayden (eve)

07791526278

David Arnold (afternoon)

856271

Beavers

Andy Kiberd

855859

Bell Ringing

Neil Bromley

820898

Bowls Club

Pat Going

855 943

Brownies

Loraine Irani

07788 412813

Carpet Bowls (Afternoon)

Pat Hopwood

856183

Carpet Bowls (Evening)

Roger

856348

Church – Parish Administrator

Caroline Wildgoose

606110

Church Flowers

Hazel Kerr

856993

Cricket Club

Adrian Farr

856691

Cubs

Dan Harris

dansharris@hotmail.co.uk

New Dorcas Society

Rosie Pitkethly

856155

Footpath Rep

Brian Martin

856664

Friday Morning market

Kim Matthews

856112

Friends Meeting House

Angela Newbrook

856464

Garden Club

Margaret Rufus

856122

History Society / Archive

Derek Towler

856680

Guides

Clare Moreton

07704 101936

Guides – Senior Section

Sarah White

856032

Judo Club

Andy Kiberd

855859

Ladies Group

Gina Going

855 943

Little Harts

Nikki Munson

07939 497472

Meals on Wheels

Sue Riley

856548

Minibus

Pat Going

855943

Over 60s

Doreen Cummings

856408

Parish Clerk

Greg King

855805

Police

All non-emergency

101

Rainbows

Liz Hooper

856814

ToTs

Rev Sue Hurley

859158

Scouts

Andrew Lipski

821671

Stebbing Society

Jenny Nichol

856401

Tennis Club

Alison Moscuzza

07758 855364

Village Hall

Donna Kiberd

855859

Village Stores

Volunteer staff

856380

White Hart

Nick Eldred

856383

Please help us to stay up to date - tell us about changes – Richard Foot 856122
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For my 11th birthday I got an iPad and, since then, I have been learning to draw by
using the software, Procreate. I have been drawing lots of pictures and this one I drew
of the Stebbing Church in the snow. I hope you like it.

Nell Stone
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‘Kestrel’ - by Alden McGonagle, age 8
Stebbing Scene is your magazine and we hope that you enjoy receiving it each quarter.
Thanks to our advertisers, we are able to produce a professionally printed magazine, which
is delivered free to every household in Stebbing. Our first priority is to entertain and inform
village residents, but we hope that in doing so we can ensure that advertising with us is
worthwhile. For most people in the village, when seeking local tradesmen or services, the
natural first source of information is the Scene. If you own a small, or large business, why
not place an advert in ‘Stebbing Scene’. Prices for 4 issues range from £30-£95.
We can only produce a magazine that meets the needs, and satisfies the interests of
Stebbing residents if you continue to send us articles and reports of events and social
activities in the village. We welcome photos, reports and announcements covering all
aspects of life in Stebbing. Let us have your views on the magazine and on how we can
improve and develop. If you have an opinion, a moan, or a suggestion then please contact
one of the team.
Please send contributions to:
Richard Foot (articles, reports, and letters)
stebbing.scene@hotmail.co.uk
Karen Howe (advertising)
karen@howetraining.com
Jackie Kingdom (obituaries)
jackiekingdom@btinternet.com
John Pitkethly (queries about delivery)
johnpitkethly@hotmail.com
Copy date for next issue is 15th May2021
All contributions are welcome. E-mail is preferred where possible, but even handwritten
contributions are accepted (if we can read them).
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the publishers. Every care is taken to
ensure that the contents of the magazine are accurate but the publishers cannot assume responsibility for
errors. Stebbing Scene is delivered free to all Stebbing residents and its existence depends on our
advertisers. However, the publishers cannot accept any responsibility for resulting transactions.
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