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Editorial

Do you have something to share?
Maybe you’ve just moved into the village and would love to introduce 

yourselves; perhaps you’ve ventured out for a local restaurant meal and 
would be happy to write a review?

Are you organizing an event or new venture that you’d love the village to 
hear about? Whatever it is, we need your help. Without your kind 

contributions, we’ll have lots of empty pages! So please get in touch.

Wow - I just can’t believe how much has been going on 
in this delightful small village of ours these last three 
months. There was so much to report on in this issue 
that we’ve even had to add some more pages!

You may also notice (or maybe not?!) that we’re a week late in publishing this time; it 
just seemed important to make sure we could capture and report on everyone’s local 
celebrations for the Queen’s Jubilee. Hopefully, you’ll think it's been worth the wait. 

You’ll find something here from all our regular contributors, plus reports on 
RideLondon, the Tractor Run and of course, the very memorable Jubilee. Even though 
I’ve been unfortunate enough to miss this special weekend (appalling holiday timing on 
my part) it’s been great to see all the photos and hear the stories.

In our continuing series of reports on interesting small businesses set up and run from 
the village, we hear from the Mill Lane Cider company. Plus, in the first of what I hope 
to be a new regular series of articles about some of the most interesting of historical 
properties in Stebbing, we take a look at the long history of Priors Hall.

As the war in Ukraine sadly continues, residents of Stebbing have welcomed refugees 
into their homes; I’m grateful to Elaine for sharing her experiences of hosting with us.

And of course, take the opportunity to read about the imminent referendum in 
Stebbing – your chance to vote on our Neighbourhood Plan. 

Thanks as always to everyone who contributes.. I couldn’t do it without you!

Karen Clark, Editor



Welcoming our Ukrainian Guests

Part 1                                                                           
We were shocked by Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and when we saw the 
Homes for Ukraine scheme we decided 
to register. We are empty nesters, 
spare bedrooms and retired, so have 
the time and space to help someone.

As it turns out in this small world, Rob’s 
sister had worked (virtually) with a guy in 
Ukraine for a few years, and she knew that 
he was very worried about his wife 
(Uliana), two children and their nephew. 

So, a zoom call later, we all agreed to progress with visa applications, just in case they 
needed to leave. They did not want to leave their husband and father, their home, their 
family, their country – it’s a really tough decision to make. Can you imagine having to 
make that decision? I can’t. However, as more and more reports emerged of the impact 
of the Russian invasion from re-captured territories, it became self-evident the best thing 
to do was leave until peace returned.

The visa application went in on 26th March and was granted on 5th April. The forms were 
not simple, and took some time to complete, not easy by any means but does ensure 
that everyone is checked out. I cannot tell you how relieved we all were the day they got 
the approval!

During this time, they were asked if we could find a sponsor for Uliana’s sister and niece. 
Stebbing delivered, I had a few people offer, and Hayley and Ed will be hosting. So, the 
visa process started anew and I’m pleased to report their visas were approved on April 
22nd. Again, massive relief all round – especially as Lviv had recently suffered a number of 
Russian rocket attacks and there was, and is, a real on-going threat of attacks. 

The process, the conversations, getting to know each other, the constant news – it all 
connects you emotionally to the people, to the situation. War and its atrocities become 
real, in sharp focus. Fear lives with you even though you are sat in your comfy sitting 
room in peaceful Stebbing. 

Then there’s the UK stuff to organise. Applying for school places mid- term, finding UK 
banks that accept the evacuees, getting a UK phone number, informing the Council, the 
list goes on! We had a safety inspection on our very old house and a Social Worker 
visited to manage the enhanced DBS check. Whilst we know there will be no problem, 
there’s a part of you worrying that you will fail….and then what happens to the family? I 
have to say that everyone we have dealt with so far has been helpful and supportive and 
I’ve become an obsessive ‘to do’ list writer.



Lastly, we had to clear 20 years worth of stuff that had accumulated in our spare 
rooms – not for the faint hearted but very satisfying, and the charity shops have had 
some benefit.

As I write this, Uliana and the kids are in Krakow airport waiting to board a flight to 
Stansted. We will be relieved when they are on that plane and then really relax when 
they are in the car and coming to their temporary home in Stebbing.

Part two                                                                                                                     
They arrived safely on 27th April 😊 Collection at Stansted at midnight was emotional, 
and there was massive relief all round. 

Now we are a number of weeks into sharing the 
house and it’s going well! We have registered 
their arrival with the Council. We have visited 
Tesco and found food the kids are used to, and 
a sim card so Uliana has an English number. We 
organized school places for the younger ones 
who started at Stebbing Primary – they hadn’t 
been able to go to school for weeks as they are 
all closed in Ukraine cities for fear of Russian 
rockets. We have been to the park many times, 
and have met other Stebbing families with 
children there. We have been to the pub and 
had great pizzas. And, of course we have 
cheered the Tractor Run through the village and 
had a party in the afternoon to introduce our 
friends. 

Life has changed for all of us. The house is suddenly full again, with kids running 
around playing games laughing and chattering away in Ukraine. For the family, they 
are adjusting to living in a different country away from father and husband, as well as 
practising and learning a second language. Over the next few weeks we will settle 
into a routine, the kids will get more confident with English, we will all get to know 
each other better. I’m really looking forward to it.

We have had so many offers of help and support, from offers of clothing and toys, to 
practical help with language support. Thank you. This family, in a strange country at a 
really difficult time for their family and their country will get a great Stebbing 
welcome. They will all make lots of friends over the coming weeks and months, as 
they gradually settle in and find their feet.

Elaine Rowe



T&S Building Ltd. 
 01371 811 295 or 07736 334203 

 
www.facebook.com/TSBuildingLtd 

trevorbrockwell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

General Builder & Repairs. 
 

New Build, Renovations,  
Extensions, Home Improvements, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms. Repairs to roofs, chimneys and garden 
fences. Plus lots more … 

 
Experienced at working with listed buildings. 

 
Why not call for a free quote or to talk over 

your ideas? 
 

No job too small or too big.  
Full public liability insurance cover.   
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The Adult Scarecrow Winner The Big Cheese 
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Get in touch today to discuss your sash and 
timber window requirements
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RideLondon

Hibernating for winter, I missed the ballot for 
RideLondon, the ‘usually’ annual 100 miles cycling 
event. By chance late in April I got a message that 
there were charity spaces available, but the deadline 
was 5 o’clock that day. I quickly texted my friend 
Chris in Dunmow, who'd I’d cycled the Surrey route 
with back in 2019, then contacted a teacher at the 
Stebbing Primary to see if we could ride for them. 
We sent our applications off with minutes to spare 
and got an acceptance within the hour! What had we 
signed ourselves up for?

This new starting point wasn’t without its 
problems with a bit of a pinch point getting past 
Downing Street and Parliament Square. In the end 
we had to have a rolling start at around 9am, 
more than an hour later than planned.

It was lovely cycling out of London and into the 
countryside through Epping Forest on closed 
roads without the bother of both cars desperate 
to pass you or parked in the road. 

However, you still had to keep your wits around 
you with the 6 or 7 lanes of bikes in some 
places, but a polite ‘on your right!’ was often all 
that was needed if you wanted to pass someone 
or they in turn wanted to come by. Not a touch 
of road rage in sight.

Normally the event is in late July which gives you the summer to get lots of rides in, we 
managed a few practice weekend rides out of 40 to 60 miles, avoiding most of the 
RideLondon route itself, just so the actual ride was a new experience.

I woke at 4:30am on the day, with bikes loaded into Chris’ car, we were on our way at 
5:30am. This year the start was at Parliament Square, and with the associated road closures it 
was a task to get there. We were hoping to park outside a relative’s house at Victoria Park 
but couldn’t get through, so we used our contingency plan and parked at ExCel and cycled 
the 10 miles to the start - A good warm up for the ride and a chance to take in the views of 
London before the city was awake.



 
 
 

Number 7 Construction 
General Building Contractor 

Extensions - Conversions - Brickwork 
& 

Number 7 Odd Jobs Ltd 
Maintenance Service 

Decorating – Landscaping – Kitchens 
Bathrooms – Fencing – Groundworks 

 

Mobile: 07870 216246 / Office: 01371 856165 
 

www.number7oddjobs.co.uk 
 

Company Registration No: 07441645 / VAT Registration No: 112 264 262 
Full insured / Over 35 years experience / Licensed waste carrier 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
	

Mark Hayden 
Decorating

Tel: 01371 851733



With so many riders, and Chris and I cycling at different 
speeds, we agreed to meet up at various points. 

Of note, we reconvened at Ongar to check we were 
both feeling good (33 miles), and then shortly before 
Dunmow (45 miles) so we could stop and say hello to 
our families who, cowbells in hand, were cheering us 
on, just before Little Monsters. I must say it was 
probably one of the busiest points for spectators, and 
just the boost we needed before taking the big turn 
back to London.

Although the hills aren’t as steep as that of Box Hill or 
Leith in Surrey, they are very long! The drag back to 
London was a test of endurance, powered by energy 
gels, Haribo, and the cheers of people lining the way in 
the villages we peddled through.

We finally met up again just after the Limehouse Link so 
we could cross the finish line together at Tower Bridge, 
handed a medal with a smile, an echo of the whole 
good natured day.

On a dopamine high we found some energy from somewhere, zig zagging the 10 miles 
back through London to ExCel and home for a celebratory Chinese meal. Damn those road 
closures, but it meant we had cycled over 120 miles for the day.

A few days later I’m writing this while watching the same views of The Mall with the jubilee 
coverage, the knees aren’t aching any longer; although tiring and taking a lot of 
preparation, I’d recommend it to anyone, get your bike out and enjoy Essex, which I’m 
going to do now.

My JustGiving page is still live with 
contributions going to Stebbing 
Primary - for more information please 
visit https://www.justgiving.com/ 
crowdfunding/ridelondon2022

James Stone

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ridelondon2022


We are Lifestyle Landscapes and we specialise in all of your landscaping needs: 

Patios, grass lawns, artificial lawns, gabion baskets, decking, fencing, pergolas 

driveways, aftercare services & much more 

We can tailor projects to suit your budget.  

Contact us for a free consultation & quote. 

mobile: 07773353755 

mail: info@wearelifestylelandscapes.com 

web: www.wearelifestylelandscapes.com 

instagram: @lifestylelandscapes_ 

facebook: @lifestylelandscapesessex

GENERAL CLEANING 
COMPANY - Established 1947

We are a family run window cleaning service 
based in Essex which was established  in 1947.

We pride ourselves in giving a friendly, reliable and high 
quality service. We provide Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaning for Essex & surrounding areas.

• Window Cleaning
• Guttering
• Wasp Control
• Solar Panel
  Cleaning
• Builders Cleans

T.  01245 231535 M. 07889 393866
E.  simon@swordersfarm.co.uk

W. www.BSCleaningCompany.co.uk

Burning solid fuels can give off 
harmful emissions including 

carbon monoxide, if your 
chimney is not swept regularly

01376 329910

Established 1972

 A.TITE 
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Insurance Approved       
 CCTV Inspection        

Bird Nest Removal      
Brush & Vacuum      

Smoke Test
OAP Discount

Multi Chimney Discount



Stebbing Parish Council:                                                           
Chairman’s Annual Report 2021-2022

Well another year has flown by. Little did I know when I wrote my report last year that I 
would be writing this year’s one too. As a council last year we made a decision to increase 
councillor’s knowledge so we appointed a new chairman, Gary Barratt who took up post 
last May. However in March this year he left the village and as vice-chair I have been in the 
hot seat since. Our thanks go to Gary for all his hard work on the parish council for the last 
3 years.

As a parish council we have been very busy with a number of your issues and concerns, 
some as Zoom meetings but with face to face meetings restarting in May 2021. A summary 
is below.

Highways and Street Lighting                                                                                                 
A vast amount of work has been done, and is still continuing with Essex Highways on the 
problematic speeding, poor signage, lack of VAS signs and overall lack of  traffic calming 
throughout the village from the B1256 all the way through to the B1057. We have 
succeeded in getting our requests on the Essex Highways “to consider list”. We are in 
regular contact with our District and County councillors to progress these issues plus a 
myriad of other Highways related issues.

Last summer the village experienced some biblical rainfall and a number of houses were 
flooded and experienced differing levels of water damage. We were able to advise 
residents about reporting and claiming money from Essex County Council. We are also 
pushing for regular maintenance from the drain clearance team. I reported last year that 
after some three years of asking, Clay Lane would be repaired back into a suitable byway 
for walkers and horse riders as well as permitted vehicles. I am happy to report this work 
has now been completed.

Finally after six years we have had to replace some of the LED lights, far less frequently 
than the old style lights.

Planning                                                                                                                     
Although Uttlesford withdrew their Local plan last year there is now another one being 
formulated and we have a specific committee taking forward our concerns/thoughts and 
objections to ensure we get what is best for Stebbing. This has certainly not meant less 
activity for the planning committee as requests for developments from 1–60 houses have 
been coming in thick and fast. These take a considerable amount of time and effort in 
ensuring the views of residents are fully represented. This has continued throughout the 
year to be challenging. 

There have been 2 major planning applications that have both been refused. The first 
application opposite Hornsea Villas which after going as far as judicial review was refused. 
As a parish council we agreed to employ AM Planning of Stebbing to represent Stebbing 
residents & the Parish Council (monies coming from residents and the parish council). 
Thanks to Andrew and his team on putting together such a good case.



The Stebbing Local History Society 
announce the publication of 

A very special book to mark the 25th 
Anniversary of our foundation. 
Subscribers will have their names recorded 
in the entry pages
Hardback (A4) 110 pages with approximately 100 photos, 
maps and other images spanning Saxon times to the present 
day, written by 14 authors covering a wide range of subjects.

Subscribe for a copy (price £10) prior to publication and 
have your names listed in a special ‘Subscribers’ section.  

Deadline for subscriptions 31st July - simply email our 
Treasurer, Ray Chalklen, at ray.chalklen24@gmail.com for 
details.  

Publication will be in the Autumn. 



The other application was for 60 houses off Poundgate. Again the parish council objected 
and it was refused by Uttlesford council. One of the main reasons for it being refused was 
the excellent Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan (more of that in next paragraph), which 
although not yet ratified played a major part in Uttlesford’s decision to refuse. In addition 
there were a large amount of objections from residents. It must be remembered that 
Stebbing Parish Council (SPC) are only consultees as are all parishioners in planning 
matters and we would encourage parishioners to comment via the Uttlesford website with 
their opinions.

Neighbourhood Plan                                                                                                           
After six years of hard work from the Stebbing Neighbourhood Steering Group and input 
from residents the Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan will be going to referendum on 23rd

June. Polling (just like any other election) will be in the Village Hall from 7am to 10pm. 
With the questionnaire we had a 95% response from parishioners so we hope for a high 
turn out on 23rd June. Posters/flyers and further information will be coming out to all 
parishioners soon. Thanks to everyone on the team but especially John Evans and Andrew 
Martin and his team for making this happen

Playing Fields                                                                                                               
All three playing fields continue to be used by various age groups in the village. To 
maintain them is very expensive and SPC apply for any available grants to help with costs 
particularly those associated with play equipment. New signage has been put up in all 
three fields about dog fouling and the appropriate use of bins. All equipment has had its 
yearly safety check and any works to rectify it have been completed. In addition we have 
enhanced the equipment in Pulford Field with a zip wire for the older children. 

Throughout 2021cricket continued and there were a number of friendly games held under 
strict COVID rules at Mill Lane. The ground is currently being prepared for this year’s 
season.

Last year I reported that a further defibrillator had been bought and would shortly be 
installed at Alcott Field.  This has now been completed.

There has been ongoing maintenance of all fields throughout the year and they are all in 
good shape.

Stebbing Green                                                                                                               
Routine maintenance has proved effective in ensuring that Stebbing Green is kept to a 
high standard. 

SPC continues to follow the maintenance programme that was advised some years ago by 
Essex Wild Life Trust.  Pleasingly the EWT representative continues to feel all is well with 
the green and commented that it was one of the few open grassland spaces of its type in 
Essex.

Parish Website                                                                                                               
This has continued to be improved during the year and is now more inclusive of all aspects 
of Stebbing life. It houses a vast amount of information including “Walks around 
Stebbing”, flooding issues and the proposed Neighbourhood Plan to name but a few. 



Doug Sanders
Decorator

Looking for an experienced local 
decorator? Give me a call.

I do all forms of decorating, 
both interior and exterior and 
specialise   in hanging quality 

wallpapers.

All estimates are free.
I have public liability insurance     
and do not use sub-contractors

Contact me:
01371 856 331
07811 692 431

g.d.sanders@btinternet.com

Your mess is our stress

STEBBING-BASED CAR VALETING SERVICE

We also clean: Driveways, Decking & Brickwork
Call Simon on 07779 763010



Footpaths                                                                                                                    
I am pleased to say our footpaths continue to be maintained to a very high standard 
thanks to Brian Martin and his team and the Stebbing Footpath maps (commissioned by 
the SPC) are still a popular item in the Village Shop. If anyone is interested in joining 
Brian’s group do not hesitate to contact him.

Greener Stebbing                                                                                                             
Last year following an advert in Stebbing Scene I reported we had a volunteer to be our 
Green Champion. Unfortunately due to circumstances the volunteer has stood down. 
However in their time in the role a Green Champion logo was devised for Stebbing. We 
are now advertising for a replacement. Interested?? 

We have also launched Trees for Life. This entails planting a suitable tree for new babies 
born in Stebbing. Something the parents can see growing as their child does. In addition 
we have planted a number of trees in suitable locations on our three playing fields and 
Stebbing Green. 

On 23rd April 22 parishioners undertook the Great Stebbing litter pick. SPC supplying litter 
pickers and high viz jackets. Over 30 bags, tyres and cones were collected in less than 2 
hours  

And Finally                                                                                                                  
Stebbing Parish Council would not be able to undertake the essential workload that it does 
without its Clerk, Greg King. I would like to thank him for all his hard work, efficiency and 
sense of humour when liaising with contractors and parishioners, enabling all the many 
projects to be completed.

Thank you also to the other Chairs of SPC committees for all their work throughout the 
year: I should also like to thank all my fellow councillors who as volunteers work hard giving 
their time without payment for the benefit of Stebbing. 

Judith Farr, Chairman Stebbing Parish Council

Makes about 1.5 Litres (2 pints)  ♦♦ Prep time 15 minutes

3lb 2oz granulated sugar
1.4 litres (2½ pts) water
3 lemons
About 25 elderflower heads

1. Place sugar and water into a large pan. Heat until sugar has dissolved – do not boil. 
Remove from heat and cool.

2. Slice the lemons thinly – put into a large plastic box or bucket.
3. Add elderflower heads (do not wash) to the lemons with the citric acid and campden

tablets. Pour over the cooled sugar syrup. Cover and leave over night or up to a 
couple of days.

4. Sieve and strain through a muslin and decant in to sterilised bottles – refrigerate – will 
last a few months in the fridge.  Now ready to use – dilute to taste.

Seasonal Recipe: Elderflower Cordial

50g citric acid
2 campden tablets
Chilled fizzy or still water and ice cubes to serve





The Pilgrim Parishes
By the time you read this, God willing, the 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations will just have 
happened. 

Across the Pilgrim Parishes we will have 
celebrated in a range of ways: themed picnics, 
parties, bands playing, dressing up, beacons 
being lit, decorated cake competitions, a choir, 
lighting our church spire red, white and blue, 

What changes she must have witnessed in that time, including over 170 individuals 
serving as Prime Minister in her realms, including 14 in Britain; one serving twice. (How 
many of them can you name? The answer will be later in this magazine!)

For many of us, celebrating key milestones in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, conjures up a 
range of memories. For those old enough to remember the Silver Jubilee, can you recall 
how you celebrated? I remember a huge party on the village cricket field, being 
presented with a Jubilee crown, a tacky spoon, (which at the time I thought was 
treasure), not forgetting the obligatory mass-produced mug. My husband, Andy, even 
recalls dressing up as a London bus; his mother was clearly more creative than mine!

Celebrating definitely brings communities together, and how we needed this after our 
forced incarceration of recent times! But as your Priest in Charge, I hope that our 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations do more than bring people together; great though this is. I 
pray that it will have been a time of reflection on our Queen’s outstanding dedication to 
her calling. The Queen is Supreme Governor of The Church of England, (so I guess that 
makes her my boss!), but it has also given her a voice to share the importance of her 
faith in her king! Year by year in her Christmas messages, the Queen has gently shared 
of how her own faith in Jesus, is both an inspiration and a comfort to her. Through this 
platform, she gently encourages each of us to stand firm through tough times, to 
support one another and maybe to look to Jesus, who has been the source of so much 
support to her, through joyous and heartbreaking times.

In the churches across The Pilgrim Parishes, we will have been praying for Her Majesty, 
grateful for her loyal service and strong faith. 

This is one of the prayers which we will have used, you may like to join us in praying it.

Gracious God, we give you thanks
for the reign of your servant Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and faithful service
which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of dedication
and to commit our lives to you and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Rev Sue Hurley, Priest in Charge

and many other ways, all these for a wonderful cause; Queen Elizabeth’s amazing 
achievement of having been our sovereign for 70 years! 



MARTIN REEVE
PLASTERING, COVING & 

DECORATING

Mobile: 07528149102
Home: 01371 856417

Email: 
martin_reeve@hotmail.co.uk
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Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan: 
Referendum Thursday 23rd June 2022

Ed: So it seems like we have a referendum coming up in our village, about the  
‘Neighbourhood Plan’. Unfortunately I have to embarrassingly confess that I haven’t been 
paying an enormous amount of attention to what’s going on here, so I thought I’d do 
some research.. just in case you, like me, need a bit more information about this!

What exactly IS the Neighbourhood Plan?
The concept of a Neighbourhood Plan is relatively new, so we’ve never had the 
opportunity in Stebbing to have one before. The purpose of these plans is to give local 
communities, like ours, some involvement in shaping the planning policies that will affect 
their own area. There are only four in place in Uttlesford so far, and because Stebbing has 
such historic character and important landscape, our Neighbourhood Plan is the first to 
be considered for a village of our size. 

What does it contain?
You may remember that a while back, everyone in the 
village had the chance to fill in a questionnaire. This was 
the start of this Neighbourhood Plan process. An 
amazing 95% of us filled it in, and it’s the views that we 
expressed in this questionnaire that were used to design 
our Plan. Essentially, to ‘protect the open landscape 
setting of the parish, while ensuring that any new small 
scale organic growth which may be permitted in 
accordance with its policies is sympathetic to the 
historic character and landscape beauty of the parish’.

As an example, our Neighbourhood Plan 
contains detailed policies for seven local green 
spaces in different areas and a ‘green wedge’ at 
Stebbing Green. 

If you want to read the plan in detail you can read it on the  Neighbourhood Plan web 
page www.stebbing.neighbourhoodplan.co.uk or scan this QR code.

Additionally, copies will be available for short term loan in the 
period before the referendum at Stebbing Village Stores or 
through representatives of the Steering Group who will be 
knocking on residents’ doors in the days before the 
referendum to explain what the plan is about.



Hornsea Animal Feeds Ltd
Horse & Pet Food Suppliers 

Feed, Supplements, Bedding, Hay, Straw, Treats 
and Toys for all your pets needs.
- Carrots/Parsnips/Apples (seasonal)
- Calor Gas, Water Softener Tablets/Granular
- Seed Potatoes, Onion Sets and Shallots (seasonal)
- A large selection of vegetable seeds
- Compost & grow bags
- Fishing baits & tackle

NOW OPEN - Hornsea Equine & Country Wear
selling clothing, footwear & accessories for Toggi, Joules, 
Regatta, Dublin & Hoggs of Fife - 01371 856811 

Opening Hours: 9am – 6pm Monday to Saturday
CLOSED Sunday’s and Bank Holidays

Hornsea Farm, Bran End, Stebbing, Essex CM6 3RU
01371 856999 - hornseaanimalfeedsltd@gmail.com
www.hornseaanimalfeedsltd.co.uk 

We are agents for ‘The Saddlery & 
Rug Workshop’ Newmarket – for all 
your horse rug cleaning, saddlery 
repairs and dog bed cleaning
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Who put the Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan together?
The Plan has been several years in the making and has been prepared by representatives 
of the Parish Council together with members of the local community, coming from 
different areas of the Parish, each contributing to the process with their different skills 
and experience. 

The Steering Group working on the Plan also received professional input and financial 
support from Locality, a Government agency set up to promote neighbourhood planning 
and this meant that they could afford to commission comprehensive independent 
reports, proving the importance of landscape and heritage in our rural setting. The plan 
has been vetted by Uttlesford and also by an independent examiner who has approved 
it, so we know it meets the technical standards required. 

Why is there a referendum?
Now that our Neighbourhood Plan is ready, the next and final step is for us, as residents 
of Stebbing to endorse it.
As residents we get the chance to vote on a simple question: ‘do you want Uttlesford 
District Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Stebbing to help it decide planning 
applications in the neighbourhood area?’ 
If the majority of us vote YES, then the Plan will be used by the Uttlesford planning 
officers, its Planning  Committee and importantly too, a Planning Inspector (in case of 
any appeal from their decisions), when all planning applications within our Parish are 
being considered.

Where and when do we vote?
Hopefully by now you will have received your polling card. And you will start to see 
posters and banners going up in the village, encouraging everyone to vote on the day:
Thursday 23rd June at the Village Hall, Mill Lane between 7.00am and 10.00pm.

Personally, I hope that as many residents as possible will turn out on the day and support 
the policies proposed. Our Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan is a direct reflection of what 
we’ve all told our Parish Council that we want.. all we need to do now is vote YES.

Karen Clark
EditorSTEBBING NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN
2019 - 2033
REFERENDUM VERSION

St Mary the Virgin - Parish Church of Stebbing: View from the South East outside Red Lion House



Stebbing Village Stores: Support Your Community Shop
Owned and run by our village community

We are looking for a new member to join the 
Stebbing Village Stores Committee.  

Could it be you? 

Your specific role would be to investigate grants and other possible sources of 
capital funding available to community organisations such as the shop.
The committee’s responsibilities include overseeing the running of your community 
shop, making sure all legal and financial responsibilities are met, making changes to 
the shop, employing staff and recruiting volunteers. The volunteer committee and 
our shop manager, Julie, meet every few weeks to report on actions, discuss any new 
issues and plan for the future, both long and short term. We’re a friendly bunch so if 
you think you can help or would like to find out more about the role, please contact: 
svschair@gmail.com

Local Volunteers - the Core of our Community Shop

We also urgently need to expand our team of shop volunteers to make sure 
we can stay open at all times for our community.
Weekends are already a challenge - particularly the Sunday 10.30am-1.00pm 
shift, but as we approach the holiday season, it is inevitable we are going to 
have more gaps in cover. 

Please consider offering some of your time, whether on a weekly, fortnightly, 
monthly or more ad-hoc basis. Great training and support is available so why 
not give it a try?!

Take a look at the experiences of one of our volunteers opposite.

Contact svsmanager@gmail.com for more information.



Stebbing Village Stores: Volunteer Spotlight 
Andy Milne

I’m Andy Milne and I have recently re-joined the volunteer 
team after stepping down during the Covid pandemic. My 
involvement with our community shop started in 2009 
when, as one of the founder members of the shop’s 
shareholder scheme, I started volunteering in the shop. 
With my wife, Wendy, I was part of a ‘buddy group’, 
sharing the early morning Sunday shift with other 
volunteers on a rolling basis. In other words, I wasn’t tied 
in every week. I did this until Spring 2020, and now -
Spring 2022 - I am back again and thoroughly enjoying it. 
In fact I think I enjoy it even more than before after the 
long period of relative isolation we have all been through 
due to Covid. I am now doing a regular shift on my own on 
Thursday afternoons and also offer to cover if someone’s 
away – if I can.

I particularly like interacting with the shoppers, exchanging news, views and village 
snippets. Working in the afternoon coincides with school finishing time and I particularly 
enjoy listening to parents’ negotiating with their children over chocolate bars or fizzy 
drinks! Who’s controlling who?!! I admit to seizing opportunities to engage with the 
children - to work out how much change they need, for example. And the transient 
workers who come in are always good value and are so appreciative of our delicious 
sausage rolls!

There’d been quite a few changes when I came back to the shop; a much wider product 
range including fantastic curry mixes, chorizo, extended biscuit selection, sourdough 
bread to name but a few – and also, of course, the new, electronic till with its touch 
screen. I would just like to say to anyone who is thinking of volunteering/returning.. do not 
worry... there is honestly no need to be nervous! Working the till is simple and logical. 
There are clear instructions and support notes to refer to when necessary and immediate 
help at the end of the phone should there be any technical problems. 

A walker came into the shop the other day. He looked at my badge and said, ‘Oh, you’re 
a volunteer! That’s great!.’ ‘Yes’, I said. ‘We all are. We aren’t professional retail specialists 
so if it is taking me a little longer to process your sale, my apologies, but we are doing our 
best’. How true.

The main motivator for me as a volunteer is community. I genuinely believe that if we want 
a facility, we need to use it - and we need people to support it. Volunteering in the shop is 
a good place to start and it is hugely enjoyable. Why don’t you give it a go?! There are 
plenty of flexible options available.

For more information about volunteering, contact Julie: svsmanager1@gmail.com or chat 
to a volunteer.

mailto:svsmanager1@gmail.com


Stebbing Primary School

Mr Le Masurier
Acting Headteacher

mr.lemasurier@stebbingprimary.co.uk

With school life back to normal, we have welcomed the return of all of the wonderful, 
creative and exciting opportunities that we are now able to provide for all of the children. 
With that, also comes the return of the KS1 & KS2 SATs which the children sat in May this 
year. Whilst we understand the importance of the end of key stage assessments and look 
forward to seeing how the children have progressed in their time at Stebbing, we also 
appreciate that there is more to the children’s journey at Stebbing Primary School than 
simply a test score. Here’s a letter we shared with our year 6 pupils before embarking on 
their tests:

The SATs test does not assess all of what makes each of you special and unique. 
The people who create these tests and score them do not know each of you the 
way we do and certainly not in the way your family do.

They do not know that some of you speak two languages or that you love to sing 
or draw. They have not seen your natural talent for dancing or sports. They do not 
know that your friends can count on you to be there for them, that your laughter 
can brighten the darkest of days or that you are ever so kind and considerate to the 
younger members of the school. They do not know that you participate in a wide 
range of sports, wonder about the future, or help out your brothers or sisters at 
school. They do not know that you are kind, trustworthy and thoughtful and that 
every day you try your very best; and isn’t that all we can ask for?

The scores you get from these tests will tell you something, but they will not tell 
you everything. There are many ways of being smart. You are smart! So, while 
preparing for the tests next week and in the midst of it all, remember that there is 
no way to ‘test’ all of the amazing and awesome things that make you, YOU!

THE	FRIENDS’	MEETING	HOUSE	IS	NOW	OPEN	FOR	BOOKINGS.			
WE	WELCOME	BACK	OUR	REGULAR	HIRERS	AND	LOOK	FORWARD	
TO	HEARING	FROM	NEW	GROUPS	JUST	WAITING	TO	START.	THE	
HALL	IS	ALSO	SUITABLE	FOR	PRIVATE	FUNCTIONS	SUCH	AS	FAMILY	
AND	CHILDRENS	PARTIES,	COFFEE	MORNINGS		ETC.

FOR	FURTHER	INFORMATION	PHONE	01371856464	or																						
EMAIL	jnewbrook@aol.com



1st Stebbing Scouts

The 1st Stebbing Scout Group has held meetings in the village for 
over 40 years. This has continued because of the support of many 
volunteer leaders, helpers and parents holding regular weekly 
meetings in the Scout hall on the High Street.

We currently have three sections within the group all of which are open to both boys 
and girls:

Beaver Colony: 6–8yrs Thursday 5:30 – 6:30pm
Cub Pack 8–10yrs Tuesday 6:30 – 7:45pm  
Scout Troop 10–14yrs Monday 7:30 – 9:00pm

The children take part in various activities arranged by the leaders during their weekly 
meetings or at weekends with other Scout groups from Hatfield Forest district. These 
have ranged from Cubs visiting Diggerland and Scouts carrying out night hikes, sailing 
and weekend camps; we have also had a Scout attend the 2019 International World 
Scout Jamboree in the USA.

During 2020 due to Covid restrictions we were forced to 
close all meetings, thankfully in late 2021 activities were 
allowed to restart. During this period we unfortunately 
lost a significant number of the children, mainly due to 
them ‘ageing’ and not being able to progress into the 
older sections. Following a recruitment campaign we 
have successfully recruited children from Stebbing, Flitch 
Green, Dunmow and other surrounding villages and now 
have sufficient numbers in each section to run weekly 
meetings.

Our major problem is that we no longer have permanent 
leaders for the Beavers and Cub sections. Thankfully our 
Scout leaders, with the assistance of older Explorer 
Scouts have agreed to act as leaders allowing us to re-
start the Beavers and Cubs. This is not a permanent 
solution as organising and running three meetings a 
week is not sustainable!

We therefore urgently need adults willing to come forward to become leaders, or support 
meetings as part of a helpers rota; this will ensure that we can continue to provide 
scouting for the young people in our area.

We are also looking for adults willing to join the Stebbing Scout Executive Committee.  
The committee is responsible for the administration, fund raising, accounting and 
maintenance of the premises for the group. This involves participating in meetings 5–6 
times per year, these last about an hour and are often conducted by zoom; it isn’t 
compulsory to attend every meeting! If you are able to help or require any more 
information please contact me.

Richard Lincoln
Chair, Stebbing Scout Committee

richardjlincoln@gmail.com



 
 

Local Care for Local People  
Care & Support  

* 
We can support you with all aspects of daily living tailored to your individual needs.  

We can provide home visits ranging from 30 minutes to live in care. 
x Personal care 

x Meal preparation 
x Community access 

x Light housework and shopping 
* 

RECRUITING NOW  
We are looking for people to join our care team.  

We provide all the training you need and support you in your new role.  
Are you looking for full or part-time work (some weekend availability essential) 

Telephone:   01371 872 178 26 

  
 

 

Local reliable lawn mowing service 

One off and regular jobs 

Own equipment provided 

Competitive prices 

 
 
 

Contact: 

Iain 
07761 391702 

greenmanlawnmowing@gmail.com 

GREEN MAN  
LAWN MOWING 



Mill Lane Cider Company
Back in 2017, I set up Mill Lane Cider Company with 
another former ex-IT director, Peter Parkinson. We 
swapped our stressful lives supporting computer 
systems in the City of London for the slower pace of 
craft cider making in this beautiful village of Stebbing.

We’re based in Mill Lane (hence the name) and the cider mill 
(brewery) has recently moved to a converted barn in Collops 
Road. Stebbing is a great location for this type of business; 
the village setting perfectly matches the rural nature of cider 
making. The area has a wealth of apple trees, many the 
decedents from the days when orchards were abundant in 
East Anglia. And the local community shop was the first outlet 
to sell the cider.

All the juice is freshly pressed from apples 
picked within 15 miles of the Stebbing, 
using no concentrate, colouring or 
preservatives. It differs from many of the 
well-known supermarket brands, who use 
large quantities of imported apple 
concentrate to make their cider.
Our first cider was produced in 2018, with 
some mixed results, but the breakthrough 
year was 2019 when we supplied cider to a 
number of local beer festivals, as well as to 
the local Stebbing Village Stores. In that 
year we were so proud when Mill Lane’s 
Still, Dry Cider won the prestigious ‘Essex 
Cider of the Year’ award at the Chelmsford 
Beer Festival.

Our aim is to produce cider made with 100% apple juice from 
fresh local apples, eschewing artificial ingredients. 

In 2020 we supplied to a number of local pubs, including the Ale House in Chelmsford, 
but Covid put a temporary halt to beer festivals for a couple of summers.
With restrictions starting to ease and beer festivals returning, our Mill Lane Cider more 
recently won the ‘Cider of the Festival’ award at the famous Pigs Ear Beer Festival in 
Hackney in December 2021.
In 2021 we made just under 1,000 litres, but the new home of the cider mill in Collops has 
room to expand, so we hope our capacity will increases to nearer 1,500 litres in 2022. 
Other plans include a mulled spiced cider for next Christmas and a joint venture with a 
local gin maker to investigate making an apple brandy.
Our web site is www.milllanecider.co.uk, if you want to find out a bit more about us. In 
addition to the local shop, 12 bottle cases of cider can be purchased and delivered 
directly to residents of Stebbing and the local area.

Bernard Bazley



The White Hart                                                                          
Time is flying by, what a busy few months it has been
We would like to thank you again for your continuing support, and for eating 100’s 
of Pizzas. It looks like they have been a hit. We won’t count the drinks!!

We are currently in the process of planning a few new dishes to add to our summer 
menu, coming very soon.

Lots has been going on.
It’s been a fun few months, here are just some of the events that took place at     
The White Hart:
- Live band nights
- Mother’s Day Brunch & Lunch
- Easter Sunday
- The Stebbing Tractor run - thank you kindly for your generous donations to 

Essex and Herts Air Ambulance service.
- Ride London - bacon and sausage rolls bringing Stebbing together early in the 

morning ready to watch the riders.

As I write this, the Jubilee weekend is coming up, and we’re really excited. We will do an 
update on this in the next edition but we are really looking forward to 5.com playing 
live, Pie and Mash night made by Tony’s Pie and Mash shop in Waltham Abbey & The 
Party in the park



Zip Wire installed at Bran End

The Parish Council have installed a zip wire in 
the Pulford playing field at Bran End to 
encourage older children and adults to use 
the facilities there. There has always been a 
range of traditional play equipment but more 
appropriate for younger children. Over the 
last few years a piece of gym equipment was 
installed to encourage healthy exercise and of 
course there are two goals set apart for 
football.

The zip wire and safety surface have been 
funded by your Parish Council with some help 
from grants awarded by Essex County 
Council and our District Councillors.

We hope everyone will take a look at the new 
equipment and give it a go!

Gary Spilman

Keep an eye out on our Facebook and 
Instagram pages and our new website as well as 
on the Next-door app for all updates and 
upcoming news and events.

See you soon,
Davide, Emily & The Gang.

There are lots of excited things to look forward to.

- We are in the process of upgrading our garden ready for those lovely summer 
months

- We will be celebrating Father’s Day with a BBQ.
- And serving strawberries & cream and Pimm’s for Wimbledon

Just to name a few. More information will be posted on our social media platforms 
soon.

We have a few new members of our team including 
Sian, Minty, Fraser and Chloe who have joined our 
existing members Jackie and Terry. Thank you to all 
of you, we couldn’t do it without you. We are always 
looking for more people so if you are interested 
please get in touch.
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R Ward & Sons is a family run business 
established in 1967, spanning 3 
generations.   Specialising in all areas 
of wood flooring, sanding and reviving 
original wooden floors, vinyl, carpets, 
industrial floors, safety floors and 
more. Our service includes a free, 
no obligation quotation and sample 
viewing at your home, including advice 
and guidance on all floor coverings and 
help matching to existing decor.

•  All types of Wood Flooring - 
Parquet, Mosaic, Solid and 
Engineered Flooring

• Floor Resurfacing and Prep

• Carpets

• Safety Floor

• Vinyl

• Amtico

• Karndean

...and many more!

info@rwardsonsflooring.co.uk   T: 01992 560665   M: 07904783773

www.rwardsonsflooring.co.uk



Stebbing Jubilee: Party in the Park

This is the first time that Tracie, Greg and I have volunteered to organise a village event. 
Very much newbies to this sort of challenge! So, our thanks go out to the Fete 
Committee for their handy hints and contact list, and also to Judith Farr and the Parish 
Council for their help and guidance. We all forget, they are all volunteers too.

We started planning in November (ish) last year and booked the band, bar and food 
stalls - all the key stuff. Phew!

The AFFS have been brilliant, with Bobbie Brandon and her fabulous volunteers 
organising all the kids' activities. The BBQ team were outstanding and rescued us by 
rushing off to Tesco to provide tea and coffee. The Bowls Club have been fantastic and 
kept the beer flowing all afternoon! And of course, the Cricket Club let us use the 
Pavilion - without which we would have been a bit stumped (see what I did there). Also, 
great to see the Gin Bar in all her fabulousness, the Bagel Box and the Ice Cream van 
supporting the event. The event was a massive team effort by Stebbing - and we 
sincerely thank everyone who gave up their time and their energy to put on a great 
event for the village.

The weather. Need we say more. Days of forecast obsession looking at heavy rain 
predicted all day to 10% chance of rain - we veered from cancellation to finally, let’s go 
for it! And we are so glad we did.

The day before the event we had marquee building on the field and we have to thank 
Peter, Ed, and Rob for rocking up with little notice to spend hours building their three 
marquees. We also have to thank our mates for turning up to help - Graham, Jeff, Jon, 
Colin and Ed all helped to got those marquees up. The two Annette’s did sterling work 
with bunting! It’s great to have good friends when you rashly volunteer for stuff. We’d 
offer to buy them all a drink - but already done that.

The day itself was nerve wracking but the rain stayed away, the band played, the food 
and drink got served and everyone seemed to have a good time. Thanks to Sue for 
helping at the entrance and thank you all for the donations at the gate - we collected 
£600 for local charities.

It was a relaxed, fun afternoon. Press Play were great, fantastic vocalist! We met with 
neighbours and friends, chatted and laughed the afternoon away. And did you notice 
…. The Queen turned up .

Elaine Rowe





Meeting the Queen!

Kids Fancy Dress Competition

3rd Place: Florence & Lily2nd Place: Romilly1st Place: Anti



 
 

 
 
 
  

All Aspects Of 
Garden Landscaping and Design. 

 
x Patios & Pathways       yFencing & Pergolas 

x Turf  x Driveways 
       y�Water Features & Pond Construction 

y�Decking   y�Garden Clearance 
 

Re-Discover Your Garden 
 

Call Arron for a Free Quote or Advice 
 

   M : 07921 257905         H : 01440  761275 
E-mail : sales@tsglandscapes.co.uk 

www.tsglandscapes.co.uk 



GS Craft Limited 
Building, Plumbing & 

Electrical Services 
For a friendly reliable service contact Graham Sheffield 

Telephone : 01371 223100 
website : www.gscraft.co.uk 

 

 
  ● Brickwork       ● Bathrooms Installed 
  ● Plastering       ● Showers 
  ● Patios        ● Radiators 
  ● Ceramic Tiling      ● Pumps 
  ● Electrics        ● Drainage 
  ● Interior/Exterior Decorating     

  

                                                       
 

 

Dorcas Society

On Friday March 18th, we at the Dorcas 
Society had our first Soup lunch for three 
years as it was the first casualty in 2020. 

It was very well attended and with a 
variety of delicious home made soups on 
offer, proved to be very popular. 
Hopefully this will return to being an 
annual event now that life appears to be 
returning to normal. 

Our Harvest Lunch will also return in 
October, so we look forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible then.

Rosie Pitkethly



GOOD RIDDANCE TO UNWANTED HAIR

GOOD RIDDANCE 
TO UNWANTED 

HAIR

Ugly Betty’s is the 
professional waxing 

service in Essex

We are a BABTAC accredited 
unisex waxing salon. 

Specialising in hair removal 
from all areas, intimate, legs, 
back, chest & brows etc.

Call Now on 07866 312070
Uglybettyswaxing.co.uk

VOGUE
Plumbing & Heating Services

Quality Bespoke Installations

Darren Keeling   T: 01371 855958  M: 07970 938685  E: darren.vogue@gmail.com

All aspects of domestic plumbing & heating undertaken

X�Bathrooms from concept to completition

X�Boiler changes and heating upgrades

X�3RZHU�ÀXVKLQJ

X�Repairs & maintainance works carried out 



Stebbing Garden Club News
Our most recent speaker, Peter Miller, worked for Kelvedon-based King’s Seeds, 
wholesale seed merchants and growers since 1888. Having worked for Kings from a 
young age, he had seen many changes in the industry and was able to give a talk that 
was historically fascinating and instructive based on his own experience. His talk was 
amply illustrated with various implements and measures he’d brought with him, 
including a firkin. Essex, it seems, was the centre of English seed production for many 
centuries because its climate and rainfall are ideal for raising plants and taking them 
through the growing cycle to produce high quality seed. Kings was one among many 
seed merchants operating in Essex during the first half of the last century but are now 
unique, in that they are the last surviving wholesale horticultural seed merchant in the 
country. Recognised for their huge range of sweet peas they also have an extensive 
seed catalogue for the hobby gardener. It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and 
Peter couldn’t have been a better ambassador for the company.

Spot the birdie?

View across the Colne Estuary at Fingringhoe 
Wick Nature Reserve 

As a departure from the Garden 
Club norm an extra outing was 
organised to Essex Wildlife Trust 
Fingringhoe Wick Nature Reserve.  
Led by Howard Jollifffe, an 
enthusiastic group set off in search 
of the elusive nightingale, blackcap, 
various waders and visitors (birds, 
not people) to this attractive river 
Colne Estuary area. Shelduck, 
godwit and oyster catcher were 
spotted and many warblers heard

by the party, but the highlight was hearing three nightingales and then, actually seeing 
one of them. One member of the party remarked “What a privilege to see and to hear 
the amazing range of song this quite ordinary looking bird can produce.”

Moving on to Abberton Reservoir, 
herons, egrets and cormorants nesting in 
the trees were added to the list of birds 
seen as well as shoveler duck, geese, 
swans and many other water birds. 
Howard's knowledge and enthusiasm was 
an inspiration for many in the group to 
learn more about this fascinating subject.
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A view of the garden at ‘The Old Vicarage’

For more details of dates, times and membership please contact Jane Foster (Chair) on 
856466 or Margaret Rufus (Secretary) on 856122, or look out for events posted on 
Nextdoor.  We would love to see you.

And finally - don’t forget to visit our plant and produce stall at Stebbing Village Fete on 
the 4th September. 

Margaret Rufus

By the time you read this we will have had our scheduled May meeting, with Mel Collins, 
our speaker from ‘Micklefield Hostas’ and have had a plant stall at the village Friday 
Morning Market.

Having been deprived of our liberty on and off for 
the last two years we are keen to get out and 
about again this summer.  So our forthcoming 
events are a visit to NGS Garden ‘The Old 
Vicarage’, Broxted, and a further outing in July to 
another NGS Garden, ‘Heyrons’ in High Easter, 
both opening privately for us.



9th Stebbing Vintage & Classic Tractor Run: 
1st May 2022

This year’s event attracted the greatest turnout yet with 80 tractors in total. We were 
blessed with a dry day despite the forecast. All local villages were visited with 
Stebbing being towards the end of the 25 mile run. Our predictions as to the time 
of arrival proved wildly inaccurate being over half an hour late. My apologies! 
However we were greeted by hordes of villagers in the High Street & Bran End.

This year we had some debate as to what constituted a 
Vintage or Classic Tractor. We had an entry from Alex 
Tanner of Shalford  which was an ex US Army Dodge. When 
it turned up at the start it looked straight out of an episode 
of  ‘Mash’ the TV serial about the Korean War. The only 
things missing were Hawkeye & Radar in the front seat! 

Robert Metson from Radley Green entered a previously 
unknown tractor to me called a Doppstadt built in 1999. 
Having concern about its size & ability to negotiated some 
of the narrow bye-ways on the route, I enquired as to its 
size. Robert said it was much taller, much longer & much 
wider than most which proved to be the case & had to miss 
out certain parts of the route.

This year I asked my granddaughter Lauren who had never 
driven a tractor in her life if she would like to take part on 
my little red Massey Ferguson 35. 

After some hesitancy she agreed & had a 
15 minute lesson beforehand on 
Whitehouse & Lubberhedges Lane. I am 
happy to report she completed the event 
without incident & loved every minute. 

We had our comfort break at Whitehouse 
Farm when Keith Daly manager of Essex 
Farms gave us a short talk about his 
farming operations.

As has been the habit of recent years we were raising money for Essex & Herts Air 
Ambulance & contributions via ‘Just Giving’ have come from far & wide. We still don’t 
have the final total but as I write it well exceeds £13,000, a record achievement. .     

Dick Hughes. Joint organiser with David Hunt & Max Beanland






We take pride in completing all of 
our work to the highest of standards 

with no mess.  

All work is guaranteed and you will 
be provided with a certificate of 

chimney cleaning on completion of 
work, which is recognised by the 

insurance industry. 

We provide a straight forward  
service.  

Book now by calling: 07773353755 
Email: robrainsconstruction@btint-

ernet.com

The Chimney Sweep 
Company

 

P a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  l a n g u a g e s  

Bespoke lessons to suit all ages: 
5 – 105 years of age 
 
All abilities: 
Absolute beginner Æ Fluency 
 
All aims: 
Just for Fun / Conversation | Bucket List / Life-
long Ambition | Homework Help | Exam Prep. | 
Confidence-building | CV Boost / Business 
Language | Presentations / Speeches | etc… 
 
To contact Jessie… 
Call: 0757 640 6850 
Location: central Stebbing 
Email : salut_hola_jessie@live.co.uk 
 
See Facebook page for profile and reviews: 

 



Stebbing Bowling Club

A few very dedicated members have 
worked wonders on the clubhouse and 
the bowling green. Doesn't it look a 
picture? The green has three of its four 
rinks approved for county matches. 

Fresh paint, new lighting, new outdoor 
cushions, new improved scoreboards 
have made the facility absolutely 
delightful.

Stebbing Bowling Club plays once again 
in the top division of North West Essex 
leagues.  As I write this, we lie in second

Now, put aside your wrong ideas. Bowls is like curling. The best players are young and 
here are 5 reasons why you, your friends and family should consider giving it a go:

place in the league. OK, so we’ve only played one game but we won 6 -2! Our home 
league matches are usually every other Wednesday evening starting at 6pm. On the next 
sunny evening, come down and enjoy.

Bowls clubs are sociable places full of 
people having fun.                                          
It’s a great way to relax, make new friends 
and be part of the local community.

Age and gender don’t affect a game of 
bowls.                                                           
It’s a perfect sport to spend time and enjoy 
a bit of of healthy competition with your 
family.

Stebbing Bowling Club is in your village 
and has existed since 1903.

Bowling is not expensive.                                                                                                    
Our membership is £80.00 per year and members can play at any time during the season, 
7 days a week, unless matches or mowing is taking place.

Bowling is very doable.                                                                                                      
Whatever your physique, bowls is a sport for everybody and it will improve your fitness 
levels and mental wellbeing. 

So either turn up any Thursday night after 6pm with flat shoes or contact a member of the 
club and arrange a time more suitable for you. Climb the steps and introduce yourself and 
you will be made welcome. Tuition is free and we offer 3 free taster sessions.

Humphrey Barbier



Biomechanics Coaching:
Free up your movement
Reduce pain & discomfort 

www.vitalenergy.life sabina@vitalenergy.life 07793 893545

VitalEnergy
Move more freely

Pilates

Yoga



The Great Stebbing Litter Pick 
23rd April 2022
Thank you to all that volunteered for this event. The 
weather was kind and we attracted 22 volunteers across 
the breadth of Stebbing as well as the regulars from the 
Crooked Mile and Lubberhedges.

The event was divided into 3 teams covering the centre of 
the village from the Church to Bran End, the south from 
the Church to Porters Hall/Collops Lane and the Crooked 
Mile and the north including Bran End, Brick Kiln Lane, 
Clay Lane and up to New Barns and Lubberhedges. So, 
the village was pretty well covered!

So at 10:00am we set out, kitted appropriately with our high viz vests, litter pickers 
and orange bags to help clear our village of mindless littering. In two hours we 
collected 30 bags of rubbish, 2 tyres and 3 traffic cones and this was then collected by 
the Uttlesford waste and recycling team. See the evidence below!

Finally, some dog owners are not using the litter bins 
provided around the village and leaving their dog poo in 
the barricades to the fields as shown in the adjacent 
photo. This has now been emptied by the volunteers on 
this litter pick and it was not a pleasant experience! 
Please use the proper bins, or...

Take Your Litter Home.

Loftus Buhagiar

This was an event to raise 
awareness on how we, the 
residents of Stebbing, can help 
ourselves to preserve the 
integrity of the countryside and 
protect the wildlife/flora and 
fauna. Ideally, the message is 
“Take Your Litter Home” and 
please don’t spoil the 
countryside for others.





Over 60s Easter Bonnet Competition
The over 60’s held an Easter bonnet competition on Wednesday 20th March in 
the Old Friends meeting house at our monthly meeting. It was a good effort by 
all concerned, but the lamb on Dot’s hat won the judge over!

Judge Judith Greenway awarded the following:
1st prize went to Dot Hall.
2nd prize was Ann Pattenden with fresh flowers on her bonnet,
and 3 runner up prizes to: Linda, Pat and Edwina

The Over 60s Club meets every third Wednesday of the month in the Old Friends 
meeting house. All newcomers are very welcome to join us.

Edwina Winter

Tesco Community Grant for Stebbing Minibus
We need your help!
The Stebbing Minibus needs your support, and on this 
occasion we’re not asking you to donate money! 

We have been awarded the chance of a grant from Tesco in 
order to support us in trying to buy a new Minibus for the 
village, so we’re asking you to collect a ‘blue coin’ when 
paying for your shopping and pop it into our box.

We will have a box in Great Dunmow Tesco and Takeley
Tesco Express store from July until mid-September. 

I would like to remind you that the minibus serves our small 
community and is a big support for Stebbing Primary School. 
Please spread the word on our behalf and let’s hope we can 
get plenty of blue coins...

Cassie Stone



Hopefully the weather has encouraged you to get out and explore around your village. 
If you are looking for ideas, we have a good network of footpaths and byways both 
within the Parish Boundary and linking to our neighbouring villages. There are free 
footpath maps available in the village shop and there is a range of walks on the Parish 
website

All these walks vary from 2.8 miles around the village, up to 20 miles for a bit further 
afield but still within easy reach of the village centre. Below is a sample route map and a 
written route description.

Please try to use your footpaths and enjoy our beautiful countryside. Together with 
Essex Highways, Stebbing has a working group of volunteers as part of the Parish Paths 
Partnership (P3) who try to keep the paths and byways within the Parish cut and open 
but should you find a problem, feel free to contact me.

Brian Martin

Stebbing Village Centre Walk

This is a short route that includes the most historic buildings in the village. It is a fairly 
short walk which can be shortened at about the mid-way point if you wish. 

1

3

4

5

6 7 8
9

2

Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database 
rights 2021

Summer Walks Around Stebbing

Starting from outside The White Hart 
(1) a 17th century inn. Proceed down 
the High Street past the Bowling 
Club and the Friends Meeting 
House, the first built in Essex and the 
oldest remaining in the county, then 
cross the new culvert bridge towards 
the War Memorial, designed by Sir 
Reginald Blomfield in 1918 and a 
smaller version of the one at Thiepval 
in France (2). You will also pass some 
of the oldest cottages in the village 
on the way. Just before the War 
Memorial is a path on your Left 
leading to the 14th century Church 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary (one of 
many dedicated to St. Mary in this 
part of Essex and containing the 
older of only two stone Rood Screens 
in the country). 



Turning right at the road junction walk down the road, with 
great care, to reach the stone bridge over Stebbing Brook (3). 

Follow this path, crossing two concrete bridges on the way, to 
join Mill Lane and shortly after take the steps (4) and path into 
the Mill Lane playing field, where Stebbing Cricket Club have 
played for many years. The pavilion was re-built in 2002 and 
opened by Keith Fletcher, ex-England & Essex captain. 

Cross the playing field to take the gate at the far side and 
follow the path passing ‘The Mount’ on your left, Motte castles 
are medieval fortifications dating back to the Normans and 
this is the oldest known part of Stebbing. 

On reaching the drive to Stebbing Park House (5) you can shorten the route at this 
point by turning right and following the road back through the village to the start. 

If you wish to continue, cross the gravel drive to the kissing gate and take the right-
hand path down the hill and along the long meadow to reach the Mill at the road (6).

Turn right and after pausing to look over the bridge at the mill stream where you 
might see a kingfisher, follow the pathway to shortly turn right up the slope (the 
finger post is on the opposite side of the road) and head straight across the field to 
reach the Brookfields housing estate. 

Turn left out of the cul-de-sac and left again at the road to reach the junction with 
Brick Kiln Lane (7). 

Turn right and follow the lane past the allotments 
on your right and Brick Kiln Farm on your left then 
bearing right to enter the Clay Lane Byway (8). 

Take the first footpath on your right (9) which will 
bring you along a hedge line (on your right) and 
through the new housing estate to reach the road 
at The Downs. 

Turn left and simply follow the road past the 
Village School, the buildings of which date back to 
1876 although a school in Stebbing does go back 
to 1862, and the Village Community Shop, back to 
the pub.



Obituary: 
Albert ‘Alby’ Bird
3rd November 1934 – 3rd November 2021

It would be considered unusual today, for 
someone to be born, live all their life, and die in a 
small village such as Stebbing, but that is the story 
of Alby Bird’s life.

He was born at 3 Warehouse Villas, where he lived 
with his parents, sisters; Violet and Doreen and 
brother; Baden. And he lived at number 4, next 
door, where he spent his entire married life with 
wife Chrissie.

Alby’s early working life was in farming, at 
Woodleys, Bran End and Porters Hall Farms, 
although his first job was at Terry’s kennels at 
Green Farm, Stebbing.

But he spent most of his working life at Felsted 
School, as caretaker in the Music School.  Over 
the years, he made many friends at the school; 
Masters and administrative staff, as well as the 
pupils, who all affectionately called him “Bert”.  
He was always in high demand from the pupils to 
mend their broken musical instruments so they 
wouldn’t get into trouble, and he was happy to 
help them. He could turn his hand to repairing 
most things, no job was too large or small.  

Alby was a true countryman.  He loved animals, walking in the countryside and 
following the Essex Hunt.  He enjoyed  growing vegetables and flowers, as well as 
flower arranging, for which he proudly won many prizes at the village flower show.  He 
was a talented artist, who helped his daughter, Monica, get top marks with her 
homework!

Holidays were spent in the Lake District or Cornwall where a visit to the Royal Cornwall 
Show was a ‘must’ for the tractor and Shire horse sections.

Alby had a cheeky smile and laugh. He enjoyed entertaining friends in his ‘office’ (shed!) 
He was kind, considerate and modest. A true country gentleman who is sadly missed by 
all who knew him.

As told to Jackie Kingdom by Monica Bird.



 

A J Pest Control Ltd 
Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 
 

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 

Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 

01799 542505 
07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 

 

Zumba Gold  
with Adri 

 

Low impact dance class. 
Friendly people. 

Enjoyable dance routines. 
Lots of laughs.  

Everyone welcome! 
 

Stebbing Village Hall 
 

Wednesdays 10.30am 
 

Surface Specialist
 

YHLB Evidence-Based 12-
Week                                        

Courses 

 
Gentle * Effective * Enjoyable 
Quality * Small Group Classes 

Unique * Specific 
* Individualised 

Beginner-Friendly * Cost-
Effective 

 
Local Private studio 

 
This course teaches and 

Motivates Health & Wellbeing 
Promotional Self-Management 

 
Find out more and benefit 
from this evidence-based 
'best practice' yoga course  

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga 4 Hearts & Spines 
Reserve your space on the next Yoga For Healthy 

Lower Backs specialised course 

Hatha Yoga 

*** 

Chair Yoga 

*** 

Yoga for 

Healthy Lower 

Backs 

*** 

Gentle Years 
Yoga 

Enquiries: 
Sue Brown 

0791 564 8952 

s.brown134@btinternet.com  

For all your groundworks & fencing needs 
including 

• Landscaping
• Paving
• Driveways
• Patios
• Tarmac 
• Resin
• Sports surfaces 
• Drainage

Hundreds of happy customers!  

Call Dylan for a free quote 07702 465971 
dwatkinsltd@icloud.com
www.dwatkinsltd.co.uk





Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Please could I ask that all Stebbing residents make a note in 
their diary of Thursday 23rd June 2022 to vote in favour of the 
Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan at Stebbing village hall.

The neighbourhood plan is a plan developed by a team from local residents and 
members of Stebbing Parish Council.
It sets out how development in the village should be managed for the next 12 years, 
this is not us being NIMBYS. We have had many houses built in the last few years, 
more than our fair share. This plan sets out development areas which residents have 
had their say on. It deals with landscape and heritage, green spaces, affordable 
homes, housing design etc etc. It is a plan by the people for the people of 
Stebbing.

One of the benefits is that it will help control and limit speculative and other 
development which does not conform to it. Let’s get this plan passed and let it 
become part of the development plan for the Uttlesford District and it will be an 
important planning policy document.

Let’s keep Stebbing a forward looking lovely village to live in “on our terms”.

Kind regards
Michael Reeve

Dear Editor,

I live in Stebbing and at the age of 44 years young, I am running the London 
Marathon for the very first time - on behalf of Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. 

Running the marathon has been a huge personal goal of mine for many years. If I 
succeed, I know that I’ll be immensely proud, as I’m not the sportiest of people. I’m 
actually the girl who used to sit out at PE at school and every opportunity! 
The Essex & Herts Air Ambulance is such an important and vital life saving emergency 
service, predominantly reliant on charitable contributions. 

I’d be so honoured if you would sponsor me for this amazing cause. My donation link 
is: tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/sarah-dawood.

Thanks,
Sarah Dawood



 
 
 
 

 

 
We are an established local company offering fire and security services for 
domestic and commercial premises, including agricultural structures.   

Our dedicated team of engineers design, install, commission and maintain: 

x Intruder/burglar alarms 
x Fire alarms 
x CCTV 
x Door entry systems, including audible and video door entry 
x Structured wiring - Cat 5/Cat 6 

Contact us on 01279 306042 or at sales@easternfiresecurity.co.uk 

          

 

 



A Beginners Guide to Birdwatching: Part 2

Identification
When birding it is very useful to have a structure to help identify birds and the following 
four-part plan can be very helpful in organising your thoughts and aiding identification.

1. Size & shape
This combination can be a very powerful tool. Learn bird's silhouettes. Notice tell-tale 
differences with bird's bills, wings and tails. Judge size against birds you already know. 
For example is it the size of a Bluetit, or a Blackbird or a Magpie?

2. Colour pattern. 
Look for the overall pattern of light and dark areas, specific colours and where they 
occur on the bird.

3. Behaviour
Many birds have a unique way of acting, the way they move, sit, fly, and feed and 
whether they are encountered singularly or in flocks. Also look at their posture, is it 
horizontal or vertical and the way they move and their flight pattern.

4. Habitat
Note where you encounter a species. For example woodland, grassland, open water, 
estuary, or even suburbia. Also take in to account the time of year and study range maps 
for the different species in your field guide.

Ed: You may remember that in the Spring edition of Stebbing Scene we featured the 
first in a two-part series from Howard Jolliffe on the basic principles of birdwatching, 
ideal for those that want to kick off the hobby of birding. We covered ‘optics’ and ‘field 
guides’ in that article.. So here is the second half... 

Helpful Organisations
One thing I learnt very early on when I started birdwatching is 
that the vast majority of birdwatchers are by nature friendly 
and more than happy to impart knowledge to someone who is 
just starting looking at birds and in need of some help in the 
field.
There are also a number of organisations such as the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the Essex 
Birdwatching Society, which are very welcoming to new 
members. 

Both organisations organise a series of indoor meetings and field trips, which are 
particularly geared to people new to birdwatching.

If anyone in Stebbing would like any help or advice with regard to starting birdwatching 
or bird identification please feel free to contact me on my telephone number as detailed 
below.

Howard Jolliffe
01371 856843



    
 

 
 

PURDY’S PALS 
PET SERVICES 

• Dog walking/Training 
• Behavioural Adjustment Training 
• Qualified in Canine Care Training & 

Management 
• Daily feeds for All Pets 
• Agent for Salters Pet Nutrition 
• Dog/Cat Sitting Care & Advice 
 
I offer a reliable professional service to 
suit all lifestyles respecting all individual 
requirements from every day care to just 
once a week. 

 Contact Gill on 01371 856127 
 07852449914 or gillian.peartree@gmail.com 

 
To discuss, bookings, prices or any advice on 

the services your pets require.  
 

 

 
 

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA

Registered Member of the Health Professions Council

HOME VISITING PRACTICE

Tel: 07754 700950
e.mail: amarlowfeet@outlook.com



History of  Priors Hall
The recent sale of Priors Hall has shone a spotlight on one of the oldest and finest 
buildings in the village. Listed grade 2* it has had many names in its long history, 
Freers Hall, Friars Hall, Parsonage Farm and today, Priors Hall.  It was also one of the 
three manors of Stebbing at the time of the reformation, the others two being 
Stebbing Hall and Porters Hall. Manors are landowning entities who originally held land 
on behalf of the monarch, but Priors Hall manorial history is not the subject of this 
article. Our concern is the history of the building and its varied use through the ages. 

The oldest parts of Priors Hall date to 
the 14C with many later additions and 
alterations. Originally built in the same 
troubled century as St. Mary’s Church 
it is tempting to believe that it was 
replacing an earlier Saxon or Norman 
building, although we have no 
evidence for that. The 14th century 
was a turbulent time with famine, the 
Black Death and the unrest following 
the Peasants Revolt.  

Priors Hall taken from the pond. Circa 1900
SLHS Photo Archive 348 

Like many buildings of that age, it has been much altered 
down the years. The first major change occurred circa 
1490 when a chimney stack was inserted, stairs changed, 
and a cellar built.  Around 1600 the hall was largely re-
built and a further hundred years on another chimney was 
built with a cellar below. Further extensions and 
alterations were made in the 20th century. Almost unique 
in the county is a building at the rear, originally separate 
from the main house that was probably a kitchen. This can 
be seen in the photo above. [It is now connected to the 
main house] In medieval times kitchens had a tendency to 
burn down, so they were sometimes separated from the 
house. The evidence for it being once a kitchen is its 
heavily sooted crown post supporting the roof.  The tithe 
barn facing the road is circa 16/17th century. Chelmsford Chronicle 19 Sept. 1851

Until the reformation in 1540 the building and its manorial rights were held by the 
Knights Hospitallers who also held the advowson i.e., the right to appoint a Vicar and to 
a proportion of the tithes. The name Priors Hall was given as the head of the Knights 
Hospitallers was a Prior. From 1540 ownership of the building passed into private hands 
and by the 19th century it was a farm as can be seen from the advertisement above 
dated 1851. 



44 

Registered Office: Green Ley Mill Lane Stebbing CM6 3SL 

DPS PLUMBING 
& HEATING  

       Domestic plumbing, heating and 
gas work undertaken, including bathroom 

installation and wall tiling 
Steve 

Telephone   01371 856029 

      Mobile   07850 942120 

E-mail: steveatdpsltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Peter  

Telephone   01371 879103 

      Mobile   07850 942121 

E-mail: petejnorman@btinternet.com 

  Reg. No. 018705 



Upon the death of Mr. Sampson Clark, a tenant farmer, all the farm stock, implements 
and furniture were sold. The advert provides a fascinating peep into the equipment of a 
mixed farm of that era. Note Shoats are young pigs.  We believe the owners were the 
Batt family who had held the advowson for several generations. It seems to have been a 
farmhouse until the second world war when it was used as an Army store.  In the Society’s 
Document Archive is a copy of a sales brochure dated 1957 when it was put on the 
market at a price of £5,000.  An intriguing handwritten annotation states;

Village nice, country quite nice, grounds a terrible mess, Surrounded on two sides by 
[illeg] farm buildings. House could be charming. Vast. Would need at least £3,000 spent 
on it.  Something wrong with the whole set up but what?  

Quite what the writer’s concern was we can only guess at. By 1979 it was operating as a 
hotel see copy of their terms below.

Extracts from the 1979 Sales Brochure
SLHS Archive B3/5

One of the first buildings visitors see who approach Stebbing from Throws Farm, it forms 
an impressive gateway into the village. Whilst the Society holds several photos and 
documents relating to Priors Hall, we know only the barest facts about its role in World 
War II and the first part of the 20th century, so the Society would be pleased to receive 
any information that our readers may be able to supply. 

Derek Towler

Ed: Do you live in a house in Stebbing with an interesting history? If so, we’d love to 
hear from you... I’d love for this to be the start of a series of articles about individual 
properties that we all recognize and would love to know more about...
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Did you know that this issue, and back copies, are available to download at 

www.StebbingScene.uk  

AFTERNOON CARPET BOWLS 

THURSDAYS 2.00 - 4.30pm  
at the Village Hall 

Cost £2.00 including tea and biscuits 

Newcomers welcome  - Informal 
instruction and encouragement given  

Contact:  Pat Hopwood 856183 

 BADMINTON 

New members needed 
Wednesday evenings 8pm-10pm 
(except 4th Wednesday of each month) 

In the Village Hall, Mill Lane  
Contact: Mark Hayden Tel: 07791526278 

 EVENING CARPET BOWLS 

THURSDAYS 7.30pm  
at the Village Hall      

Cost £2.00, including tea and biscuits 

Guidance, encouragement and a warm 
welcome come free  

Contact:  Roger 856348  or Ann 856476    

SAVE YOUR OLD STAMPS 

Please save old postage stamps, 
British or foreign, as I collect them to 
help The Leprosy Mission, who are also glad to 
receive old picture postcards of any kind.  If you 
have any, please drop them in to me at : 
6, Oakfield, Stebbing - or phone me on 856325 
and I can collect them.   

Thank you,  Anne Howard 

WANT AN OUTDOOR EXERCISE 
YOU CAN STICK WITH?  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nordic walking uses 90% of the body’s muscles 
A full-body exercise that is suitable for all ages 
and fitness levels, Nordic walking provides fast 
results and can burn up to 40% more calories 

when compared to walking without poles. 

LEARN TO NORDIC WALK 
Dates to be arranged. Contact Sarah Bennison details 

below. 
REGULAR WALK 

Mondays 2 hour walks from Stebbing, Felsted, Lindsell, 
Rayne and surrounding villages.  

Fridays 1 - 1 and a half hour walks from Felsted and 
surrounding villages. 

Enrol online at 
www.uttlesfordnordicwalking.co.uk 

where you can register and book any of my 
classes and walks I can also be contacted directly on 

01371 870817 / 0770 332 5332 or 
sarah.bennison@btopenworld.com 

 

 

WEST ESSEX JUDO CLUB 

Class Times 

Tuesdays 

6pm – 7.30pm   Novices & Juniors 

7.30pm – 9.30pm   Advanced & Seniors 

Saturdays 

10am – 11.30am   Novices & Juniors 

11.30am – 1.30pm   Advanced & Seniors 

 

Held at  

Stebbing Village Hall, Mill Lane, Stebbing 

Contact Faith on 07595331073, faithpitman@aol.com 
or via Facebook 

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME YOUNG OR OLD! 

     Zero Waste - Plastic Free - Refill Shop 
We are a refill shop offering a variety of quality 
organic whole foods, household products, 
cleaning and personal liquids. 
If you would like a more cost effective way of 
shopping and help in reducing your household 
waste and single use plastics, please visit us.  

Bring your clean empty containers, we will weigh them, fill with how much or 
little you need and you only pay for what’s inside the container. 

 
 

Reduce – Reuse – Refill 
 

Opening times: Tues–Sat 10am–5pm 
                           Sunday 10am–4pm 
Unit 4 Blake House Craft Centre Blake End, 
Rayne, CM77 6SH 

Website - naturallyunwrapped.co.uk 
  
@naturallyunwrapped 

Email: info@naturallyunwrapped.co.uk 
 
            Naturally Unwrapped 

 
 

    

 



Stebbing Cricket Club News
At the time of writing this article we have yet to start our playing 
season but a significant amount of work has continued to be put 
into maintaining the pitch and outfield for cricket and of course for 
the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations in the village.

Stebbing Cricket Club will welcome New Players                                            
Anyone interested in joining our small & friendly club please contact either: 

Phil Barker: 01371 856597 or Adrian Farr: 01371 856691

We are experiencing a number of 
challenges this year, mainly due to 
the departure of some committee 
personnel and illness of another, and 
a major consequence is that we are 
having to arrange most fixtures at 
even shorter notice than we had 
previously anticipated.

Confirmed games from the start of June are:

• June 15th against Lindsell (evening T20 match)

• June 24th against Hatfield Broad Oak (a rearranged Sunday afternoon match)

• July 20th against Felsted Robins (another evening T20 match). 

With all Covid restrictions now lifted, we encourage you to come and watch any of these 
or other matches that take place in Stebbing over the summer. 

We remain extremely grateful to our club’s sponsors, president and vice-presidents for 
their continuing support of the club and hope that we can reward them with entertaining 
cricket and one or more supporting social events to enjoy.

Finally I’d like to thank Phil Barker, Wally Crow and other more occasional helpers for 
their continuing efforts in maintaining the cricket field and pavilion.

Adrian Farr, Club Secretary



 

www.StebbingTennisClub.co.uk 

  

A delightful and charming little tennis club in a  

beautiful rural setting. It has a wonderful social  

scene and the tennis isn't bad either!  Members  
are  very friendly and so welcoming. Overall, a  

little gem of a  club ."     

Adults, juniors & families    
Coaching, competitions & social    

3  courts, floodlights & clubhouse   
Stunning, quiet location    

   
  

Full details on our website    



Obituary: 
Hazel Jackson
16th March 1938 – 3rd May 2022
Hazel was an active member of our Stebbing community.  She was a keen artist, with 
an interest in the flora and wildlife bordering footpaths around the village. She 
specialised in the painting of wildflowers and as a member of the Dunmow Art Group, 
was actively involved in organising exhibitions in Great Dunmow and Stebbing.

She had a passion for dancing 
and Keep Fit, discovering Line 
Dancing fairly late in life and this 
enabled her to continue with an 
interest spanning over 60 years.

As a member of the village 
Poppy Team, Hazel would be 
out collecting on the doorsteps 
of Garden Fields each 
November for the annual British 
Legion Poppy Appeal. Faith was 
very important to Hazel and she 
was a regular attendee of 
services at St Mary’s Church. 

Hazel and Ivan lived in Garden Felds for almost 
twenty years and were very happy, making lots of 
friends who remember them fondly. 

After Ivan died, Hazel moved to Great Dunmow, 
but her health had started to deteriorate and in 
2020, she moved to Hazel End Care Home in 
Bishop’s Stortford.

Her funeral was held at St Mary’s Stebbing on 
23rd May and was well attended by her many 
friends. She will be fondly remembered.

As told to Jackie Kingdom by Stuart Jackson
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Mad Medic

We are a small local Plastering company 
covering all aspects of internal plastering 
& external rendering. We pride ourselves 
on delivering exceptional workmanship 
and excellent customer service on all 
projects small or large. We cover;

• Internal Plastering
• Dot and Dabbing
• Plasterboard Tacking
• Traditional Rendering
• Monocouche Renders
• Modern Render systems

For more information contact
Ross 07852 953 078.
Ross@RBplasteringprojects.com

Find us on instagram/facebook
@RBPLASTERINGPROJECTS

Hello everyone and welcome new comers to our lovely village, I hope 
that all is good with you. 
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The Mad Medic 
Hello everyone, I hope you are well.  The days are growing 
brighter and spring bulbs are pushing their way through to cheer 
us up, a symbol of new beginnings and hope to give us strength.                  

Have you noticed how many people seem to be colour  
coordinating their protective face masks?  They are becoming 
somewhat of a fashion statement, a little strange but fun.  Thank God for my mask - 
and not just for its invaluable protection.  Attempting to apply make-up at 5.30am in 
'funny' light, I plonked a blush coloured blob of lipstick on the apple part of each 
cheek, ready to blend in, then lined my lips in red pencil liner to fill in with lipstick 
(even though no one sees my lips).  Interrupted by a phone message, all thoughts of 
lipstick to fill in the 'clown'  mouth vanished.  The blush blobs on both cheeks, glowing 
like Belisha beacons, were completely ignored as I donned enough clothes to tackle 
arctic conditions.  Lips were hidden by the mask - phew!  But the blush blobs like the 
Chad cartoon character peering brightly above the mask, were definitely not my 
finest fashion statement.   

One thing I am not scatty about though is my immune system, and this is a 
precautionary tale for anyone suffering from allergies because it really can be 
serious.  On 28th November, at 6pm,  I had a vegetable curry takeaway, the first one 
in months, so it was lovely.  We had emphasised that it must not contain onions as I 
am so allergic to them that I carry an EpiPen.  I was fine all night, then was tidying 
leaves in our front drive early the next morning when I collapsed without warning 
and went unconscious.  I was so ill that it was frightening; I truly thought I was dying 
as I hovered in and out of consciousness and was vomiting, while my body shook 
and my heart raced.  I was taken to A&E where, because my heart rate was so iffy, I 
was taken for cardiac assessment.  It was delayed-onset anaphylactic shock which 
can be fatal.  Everyone knows I don't have time to be ill so, if anyone else has 
allergies please emphasise the need to be 100% certain when ordering food.  Never 
be complacent; it took many weeks to recover properly.  I am lucky because I 
received great treatment and care.  There was a strong possibility the curry was 
cooked with onions and the onions removed when dishing my portion.   

On a lighter note, Peter Sullivan at number 1 Oakfields ( Essex Honey) gave me a jar 
of honey at Christmas and it is scrumptious.  Thank you very much Peter, a lovely 
surprise.   

Things are still pretty tough for my children in Mumbai, but they are trying  to help 
each other and I'm being updated on progress so that I know how to help from here 
until I can get out to them safely.  My friends there are keeping watchful eyes out for 
me and reporting to me constantly.  Please take care all of you, keep safe and well.  

Loads of love and hugs, Valerie xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Before I say anything else, dear Mrs 'Blunderful' has brightened my day with this letter. 
'Hello dear, I was too busy to tell you this sooner but Brenda said your Chinese 
children (Indian) are being slowly filleted (ouch! ) so I'm happy for you' . My actual 
words to Brenda were that my Mumbai children are gradually filtering back to the safe 
places we set up for them. Then Mrs B. asked if she could come to me but it was on a 
very busy day. So picking up the phone I told her about the mandatory courses I have 
to attend to keep all of my professional registrations and memberships valid. ‘Ooh you 
psychopaths are so blooming brainy' she said .I just smiled. Not the first time I've been 
referred to as a psychopath instead of Psychotherapist. Thankfully my therapies have 
always happily run alongside or with my medical stuff without apparent psychopathic 
tendencies.

My contacts in Mumbai have sent messages to say normality is returning and that my 
street and railway children are constantly asking for 'Walerie Mummy' to cuddle them. I 
love them so very much. But wheels are in motion for the next trip. Pop up clinics 
followed by craft workshops already being planned, with my dear friend Annie. 
Take care everyone. Lots of love always xxx

Valerie Mulcare-Tivey



Stebbing Village Hall
Tuesday 10.30am

Salings Millenium Village Hall
Thursday 10.30am

To book: contact Deanna O’Hanlon
07984 638502
dillonbailey0810@gmail.com

Fitness with Deanna
If you are looking to get fitter and love to 

dance, come along to one of my classes and 

have fun while getting fitter.

zumbawithdeanna

Garden Waste 
Collection

The green skip service will start 
Sunday 6th March and will be at 

The Downs:

10.15–11.15am
Every Sunday

• New roofs
• Roof repairs
• Chimney re-builds
• Flat roofing
• Guttering

Mark 
Patch

Your local 
Stebbing

roofer

Call Mark on 
07792694857 or 

01371 855812



A Green Champion for Stebbing

Could you be the ‘Volunteer Green Champion’ Stebbing Parish 
Council is looking for? 

Could you engage with the local community and work to create  
‘A Greener Stebbing’? If so, the Parish Council would be delighted 
to hear from any residents who would be interested in becoming 
our Green Champion. 

The main purpose of this role is to create sustainable and environmental initiatives that 
help move Stebbing and Uttlesford towards the goal of net zero carbon status, 
alongside protecting and enhancing our local biodiversity.

We are looking for someone who has an element of existing knowledge; the ability to 
put forward new ideas along with a willingness to listen; be a good communicator and 
enthusiastic about taking the residents of Stebbing on this exciting and necessary 
journey to a greener and more sustainable future.

You will need to come along to some council meetings and work with other committee 
members to develop and deliver solutions that are realistic and achievable for Stebbing. 
Help and guidance can also be found through a breadth of information provided by 
UDC and ECC.

Any adult can apply, it doesn’t matter what age you are. What does matter is that you 
are passionate about these issues and keen to help move the village forward. We want 
to become A Greener Stebbing.

Please volunteer to help make our village A Greener Stebbing.
If you are interested, please contact: 
Greg King, Parish Clerk at clerk@stebbing-pc.gov.uk

TOTS&CO Timetable

July 3rd    Outdoor session at the church including a treasure hunt

August 7th No meeting

Sept 4th Village fete, come and do some crafts at the church stall

October 2nd TOTS&CO in church, including a party celebration

For more information, please contact Sue on revsuehurley@gmail.com



Order online at:
www.sure-green.com

Visit our trade counter:
Viridis House, Toppesfield Rd,
Finchingfield, Essex, CM7 4NZ

Contact us on:
01376 503869
sales@sure-green.com
trade@sure-green.com

Opening hours:
Mon to Fri 07.00-18.00
Sat 08.00-17.00   Sun 08.00-16.00

Timber  •  Electric Fencing
Wire  & Ironmongery •  Planters

Compost  •  Plant Protection
Equine Fencing  •  Decking

Gabions  •  Aggregates

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY on orders over £50

FREE Click & Collect            Local HIAB Delivery

QUALITY LANDSCAPING GOODS FROM A LOCAL,
FAMILY-OWNED SUPPLIER IN FINCHINGFIELD

62 

 



Stebbing Ladies Group

Stebbing Ladies group meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall. 
We open at 7.30pm and start at 8.00pm. Our aim is to provide a varied and 
entertaining programme throughout the year. It’s a good opportunity to meet up with 
old friends & make new ones. Everyone is welcome.

We have put together a varied & interesting programme for 2022

June 22nd Ann Hardy is visiting us with her experience as a Theatrical 
Costumier. 

July 27th Our summer social, this year we are fortunate to have Emily and her 
team from the White Hart catering for us. To be held in the Village 
Hall. More details to follow nearer the time.

For more information on any of the above please contact

Val Stokes on 01371 856882 valstokes@yahoo.com                                                     
or Gina Going on 01371 855943  g.going@hotmail.co.uk

Date for your diary - Sunday 4th September 1pm.
At the Playing Field, Mill Lane.

An afternoon browsing a wide range of stalls, enjoying the music of the Felsted 
Steel Band, our very own Danny Bateman and the ever-popular group “Moving 
Parts”. Once again, we will be having the Dog Show, so get the shampoo and 
brushes out and get your dogs ready to strut their stuff. Details of how to register 
will be published shortly. We are hoping to have a good turnout of Classic Cars 
again, and the afternoon would not be complete without the games.

There will be all your favourite refreshments, the Tea Tent, the BarBQ, the Beer 
Tent and hopefully the Gin Bar.

So, make a note of the date and we look forward to seeing you there. Please bring 
cash as all our stalls and refreshment stands are cash only.

As always, we are looking for volunteers who can spend an hour or so helping to 
set up and take down. If you want to help, please contact me at 
stebbingfete2022@gmail.com

Peter Merifield
Stebbing Fete Committee

2022 Stebbing Village Fete



BILLY REEVE
GENERAL GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE
Grass cutting, hedge cutting, general  tidying 

up, jet washing patios & paths etc

Mobile: 07496867642
Home: 01371 856417

Houghton            
Safety Services

Health and Safety Consultancy Services

________________________

Please contact
Brian or Paula Houghton

01371 856833
consult@hsafety.co.uk

www.hsafety.co.uk

24 Brookfields, Stebbing, Dunmow,              
CM6 3SA

Registered in England & Wales No.6459799.  Registered Office: 
12 West Street,  Ware,  Hertfordshire,  SG12 9EE

 

...coach trips with a special twist.  Whether we’re off to the theatre, an historic location, a big attraction 
or something further afield, we believe that getting there is half the fun. 

We offer matinee and evening performances. Prices usually range from £70 - £90 per person and all trips 
include tickets, return coach travel from Dunmow and refreshments enroute. 

   Don’s Coaches provide a unique door to door service. 
 

I have availability for trips to Snape Maltings & Aldeburgh, with Dinner on Tuesday 14th June, a Wine 
Tasting day at Balfour Winery on Tuesday 12th July, The Osmonds (at The Cliffs Pavilion, Southend)   on 

Tuesday 26th July and The Choir of Man on Wednesday 19th October. 

There are of course many other trips during the course of the year which are sold out, but please contact 
me for details in case I have cancellations and I can add you to my mailing list for up to date information.  

I will be adding other trips as we go along. 

Please contact us for further details: judith@jlpresents.co.uk:  Mobile no:  07989 490828 

 



Puzzle Corner: Multiple Choice Quiz
This issue we have a multiple-choice quiz for you, kindly supplied by Cathy Beaven. Enjoy!

1. Richard III died at which battle?
a. Bosworth Field
b. Barnet
c. Hastings
d. York

2. What type of fish is used in a kedgeree?
a. Trout
b. Haddock
c. Salmon
d. Cod

3. What language does the word ‘shampoo’ come from?
a. Hindu
b. Greek
c. Spanish
d. Latin

4. What is used in all royal bride bouquets?
a. Myrtle
b. Eucalyptus
c. Gypsopholia
d. Lily of the valley

5. Grabatologist is someone who collects what?
a. Ties
b. Mugs
c. Crystals
d. Birds' eggs

6. Who was the last wife of Henry VIII?
a. Anne of Cleves
b. Catherine of Aragon
c. Catherine Howard
d. Catherine Parr

7. Which country has won the Eurovision Song Contest the most?
a. Sweden
b. Ireland
c. Greece
d. Israel

Answers to the London Underground Quiz from the Spring edition:

Bank. Barking. Warren Street. Swiss Cottage. Old Street. Kings Cross. Wapping. Grange Hill. Mile End. East 
Ham. Tooting Broadway. Cock Fosters. Angel. Oval. Victoria. Waterloo. Parsons Green. Paddington. Seven 
Sisters. Gospel Oak. Park Royal. Holland Park. Knightsbridge. Chalk Farm. Kentish Town. 

Answers to the question posed by Rev Sue Hurley in her article:
Winston Churchill (1951-55); Anthony Eden (1955-57); Harold Macmillan (1957-63); Edward Heath (1970-74); 
Harold Wilson (1974-76); James Callaghan (1976-79); Margaret Thatcher (1979-90); John Major (1990-97); Tony 
Blair (1997-2007); Gordon Brown (2007-10); David Cameron (2010-16); Theresa May (2016-19); Boris Johnson 
(2019-)



Stebbing Directory

AFSS/Stebbing School
Badminton (Afternoon)
Badminton (Evening)
Beavers & Scouts
Bell Ringing
Bowls Club
Carpet Bowls (Afternoon)
Carpet Bowls (Evening)
Church (Administrator)
Church Flowers
Cricket Club
Cubs
New Dorcas Society 
Footpath Rep
Friday Morning Market
Friends Meeting House
Garden Club
History Society / Archive
Judo Club
Ladies Group
Meals on Wheels
Minibus
Over 60s
Parish Clerk
Primary School
Rainbows
ToTs & Co
Scouts
Stebbing Fete
Stebbing Scene
Stebbing Society 
Tennis Club
Village Hall
Village Stores
White Hart

Office
David Arnold
Mark Hayden
Andrew Lipski
Neil Bromley
John Pitkethly
Pat Hopwood
Roger
Caroline Wildgoose
Hazel Kerr
Adrian Farr
Daniel Harris
Rosie Pitkethly
Brian Martin
Kim Matthews
Angela Newbrook
Margaret Rufus
Derek Towler
Andy Kiberd
Gina Going
Sue Riley
Pat Going
Doreen Cummings
Greg King
Lucy Mawson
Liz Hooper
Rev Sue Hurley
Andrew Lipski
Peter Merifield
Karen Clark
Jenny Nichol
Stan Ryman
Donna Kiberd
Volunteer Staff
Emily Luther

856260
856271
07791526278
821671
820898
856155
856183
856348
606110
856993
856691
danielsharris@hotmail.co.uk
856155
856664
856112
856464
856122
856680
855859
855943
856548
855943
856408
855805
856260
856814
859158
821671
856527
07710400581
856401
chair@stebbingtennisclub.co.uk
855859
856380
856383

Please help us stay up to date – tell us about changes: karen@howetraining.com





We can only produce a magazine that meets the needs and satisfies the interests 
of Stebbing residents if we have plenty of contributions. We rely on you to send 
us articles and reports of events and social activities in the village. We welcome 
photos, reports, and announcements, that cover all aspects of life in Stebbing. 
Let us have your views on the magazine and on how we can improve and 
develop. If you have an opinion, a moan, or a suggestion, then please contact 
one of the team.

Please send contributions to:
Karen Clark (articles, letters & advertising) karen@howetraining.com
Jackie Kingdom (obituaries) jackiekingdom@btinternet.com
John Pitkethly (queries about delivery) johnpitkethly@hotmail.com

Copy date for next issue is 15th August 2022
All contributions are welcome. Email is preferred where possible, but even 
handwritten contributions are welcome (if we can read them)

Disclaimer
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the publishers. Every care is taken to 
ensure that the contents of the magazine are accurate, but the publishers cannot assume 
responsibility for errors. Stebbing Scene is delivered free of charge to all Stebbing residents, and its 
existence depends on our advertisers. However, the publishers cannot accept any responsibility for 
resulting transactions.

Thanks to our advertisers, we are able to 
produce a professionally printed magazine, 
which is delivered free to every household in 
Stebbing. Our first priority is to entertain and 
inform village residents, but we hope that in 
doing so we can ensure that advertising with us 
is worthwhile. For most people in the village, 
when seeking a local tradesmen or services, the 
natural first source of information is the Scene.   
If you have a local service or product that you’d 
like everyone to hear about, why not place an 
advert?

Did you know that this issue, and back copies are available to download at 
www.stebbingscene.uk

Stebbing Scene Is Your Magazine


