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Editorial

Do you have something to share?
Maybe you’ve just moved into the village and would love to introduce 

yourselves; perhaps you’ve ventured out for a local restaurant meal and 
would be happy to write a review?

Are you organizing an event or new venture that you’d love the village to 
hear about? Whatever it is, we need your help. Without your kind 

contributions, we’ll have lots of empty pages! So please get in touch.

So here we are, another Summer coming to a close. And boy, what a HOT summer this 
one has been! The UK’s warmest year so far on record and the driest since 1976.  
Luckily our sunny fortunes lasted long enough for us all to enjoy our annual festivities 
at the Fete last weekend, so yet again, your Stebbing Scene is being delivered one 
week later than normal, so we can capture and share all the fun that was had. For those 
of you with access to Nextdoor Stebbing, you’ll know that I was offering a prize for 
submitting the photo that I chose for the front cover. So, congratulations and a huge 
thank you go to Adri Welham – enjoy your wine! 

Talking of alcohol (hic!), in this issue we continue our series looking at interesting local
businesses with a review of our new gin distillery, Meadow Oak. And feature a seasonal 
recipe for Sloe Gin.

On the subject of the pub (were we?) I’m delighted to say that our much-loved Pub 
Quiz is back on October 4th. We’ll be raising much needed funds for the Stebbing 
Minibus appeal, so please call the pub to book your table early. The organisers this
time are new, but thanks goes to Dick Hughes for his amazingly long run, and we hope 
we can emulate his previous success!

All the best,
Karen Clark, Editor

As imperceptibly as Grief
The Summer lapsed away –
Too imperceptible at last
To seem like Perfidy –
A Quietness distilled
As Twilight long begun,
Or Nature spending with herself
Sequestered Afternoon –

The Dusk drew earlier in –
The Morning foreign shone –
A courteous, yet harrowing Grace,
As Guest, that would be gone –
And thus, without a Wing
Or service of a Keel
Our Summer made her light escape
Into the Beautiful.                                                                                      

Emily Dickinson



T&S Building Ltd. 
 01371 811 295 or 07736 334203 

 
www.facebook.com/TSBuildingLtd 

trevorbrockwell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

General Builder & Repairs. 
 

New Build, Renovations,  
Extensions, Home Improvements, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms. Repairs to roofs, chimneys and garden 
fences. Plus lots more … 

 
Experienced at working with listed buildings. 

 
Why not call for a free quote or to talk over 

your ideas? 
 

No job too small or too big.  
Full public liability insurance cover.   
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The Adult Scarecrow Winner The Big Cheese 
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On the 23rd June the residents of Stebbing overwhelmingly 
(97%) voted to adopt the Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan. On 
20th July Uttlesford District Council formally adopted the plan 
and so it is part of the plan policy in place for the District.

Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan:   
What It Means For Us

So what does this mean in simple terms for the people of Stebbing? The plan includes 
28 different polices, but listed below are the key elements that will affect us.

Housing Development - The plan makes provision for 6 sites in the village where 
residential development is allocated (Chapter 10). It also lists a number of criteria that 
any future development should meet (Chapter 6). Any development that does not 
meet this criteria will not be compliant with the plan and will not normally be approved. 
The objective is to stop the speculative development proposals that have dogged the 
village for the last 10 years or so. It is still possible for other future development to go 
ahead, depending on the individual merits of each case, but it sets the bar far higher 
for approval and would need compelling reasons if not compliant with the plan.

Local Green Space – The plan makes provision for 7 areas of Local Green Space in the 
parish (Chapter 5). These are considered to be demonstrably special to the Parish and 
accordingly justify designation for protection and to safeguard their use and function, 
e.g. for sport and recreation, allotments, or areas of natural beauty and important 
landscape qualities valued by village residents. Local Green Space areas have strong 
legal protection against change of use for residential or commercial development.

Green Wedge – The area between Stebbing Green, New Pastures Lane, Boxted Wood 
and the Braintreee District Council boundary is designated as a Green Wedge. This 
gives special protection to that area over and above the restrictions that normally apply 
in rural areas. Any development within the Green Wedge should respect the open and 
undeveloped nature of the open valley side to preserve or enhance the setting and 
distinctive character and appearance and individual identities of Stebbing Green 
Character Area, Boxted Wood and the heritage assets in the area. This policy should 
also deter any major speculative development that previously threatened this area.

Village Projects – The plan recommends the Parish Council pursue a number of 
projects (Chapter 12) in the parish. These include: 1) improve facilities for the youth of 
the village, 2) improve cycling provisions in the village and 3) seek via UDC the formal 
designation of Stebbing Green as a ‘conservation area.’

The full plan can be accessed at https://www.stebbingneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/plan.

The Stebbing Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group once again would like to express 
their sincere thanks to our residents for coming out to support the plan and vote for its 
adoption on the day of the Referendum. The voter turn-out of 48% was very high 
indeed – in fact exceeding by some margin the turn-out at the previously made 
neighbourhood plan referenda held in the District.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stebbingneighbourhoodplan.co.uk%2Fplan&data=05%7C01%7C%7C24d2d31b305147e8c47d08da7aad507a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637957182045751666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P8rlJA%2BnnHh%2BN8ikJWo%2B2NrC%2FP46c2ubUEY7I5%2F29cc%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 

Number 7 Construction 
General Building Contractor 

Extensions - Conversions - Brickwork 
& 

Number 7 Odd Jobs Ltd 
Maintenance Service 

Decorating – Landscaping – Kitchens 
Bathrooms – Fencing – Groundworks 

 

Mobile: 07870 216246 / Office: 01371 856165 
 

www.number7oddjobs.co.uk 
 

Company Registration No: 07441645 / VAT Registration No: 112 264 262 
Full insured / Over 35 years experience / Licensed waste carrier 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
	

Mark Hayden 
Decorating

Tel: 01371 851733



Stebbing Local History Society:                                         
The Re-Routing of  Part of  Stebbing High Street

1958 2.5 inch to the mile O.S. map  

c. 1960 Aerial image of The Downs  

When my wife and I came to Stebbing to take a first look at the house which we 
subsequently decided to buy, and in which we still live, the road from The Downs 
followed a serpentine route turning sharp left at the entrance to Stebbing Park and 
then quickly sharp right again before continuing as the High Street on past the village 
school. 

The O.S. map of 1958 clearly shows the 
original route. It also shows that the short 
stretch on which our house had been 
built (in the early 1960s) carried on as a 
footpath towards Clay Lane. Graham 
Jolliffe, who has been researching the 
Stebbing landscape in Medieval and 
Tudor times has identified that in 1517 
this whole length was a lane running 
between the Downs and a significant oak 
tree called Lenhall Oke and it may have 
been considerably older. Even at the time 
that we moved into our house the road 
was very narrow, with high banks on 
either side. Graham also indicates that 
before about 1580 the area to the west of 
the original route of the High Street that I 
am describing was part of a Deer Park so 
the road ran around the outside of it. 

The 1958 map also shows that there were no 
dwellings along our short stretch apart from 
High House on the first corner. I believe that 
there was a smallholding where the other 
houses (including ours) now stand on this 
end of The Downs. This can be clearly seen 
on this aerial photograph dating to about 
1960. 

By the time we moved into our house in 
1970 this part of the road had been cut off 
by a new direct stretch of road which is as it 
is today. 

Our stretch had become a cul-de-sac and has ever since been cause of confusion for 
visitors and delivery people as you have to turn off the High Street to stay on the      
High Street. 

John Cant



We are Lifestyle Landscapes and we specialise in all of your landscaping needs: 

Patios, grass lawns, artificial lawns, gabion baskets, decking, fencing, pergolas 

driveways, aftercare services & much more 

We can tailor projects to suit your budget.  

Contact us for a free consultation & quote. 

mobile: 07773353755 

mail: info@wearelifestylelandscapes.com 

web: www.wearelifestylelandscapes.com 

instagram: @lifestylelandscapes_ 

facebook: @lifestylelandscapesessex

GENERAL CLEANING 
COMPANY - Established 1947

We are a family run window cleaning service 
based in Essex which was established  in 1947.

We pride ourselves in giving a friendly, reliable and high 
quality service. We provide Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaning for Essex & surrounding areas.

• Window Cleaning
• Guttering
• Wasp Control
• Solar Panel
  Cleaning
• Builders Cleans

T.  01245 231535 M. 07889 393866
E.  simon@swordersfarm.co.uk

W. www.BSCleaningCompany.co.uk

Burning solid fuels can give off 
harmful emissions including 

carbon monoxide, if your 
chimney is not swept regularly

01376 329910

Established 1972

 A.TITE 
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Insurance Approved       
 CCTV Inspection        

Bird Nest Removal      
Brush & Vacuum      

Smoke Test
OAP Discount

Multi Chimney Discount



If you are no longer in full time work or raising a family, 
we call it your third age.  Just along the road in Dunmow, 
your local u3a welcomes you with opportunities to 
develop interests, make new friends and have fun.

Dunmow u3a

Dunmow u3a is aimed at older adults in the CM6 community, from Stebbing to 
Takeley and Thaxted to Barnston, who have an interest in all things new, be they 
topics, challenges, sports or just making new friends.  There are currently almost 
40 member-led interest groups from Art to Zumba, with Book Clubs, Family 
History, Gardening, Scrabble, Table Tennis and more in between.

Many of these groups meet weekly, some monthly and a few fortnightly.  Most 
meet in Dunmow but others move around the villages to suit those in the 
particular interest group.  We have members from across the district, with several 
from Stebbing.

Founded in 1982, u3a is a UK-wide movement of locally-run interest groups.  
Forty years on, there are now more than 1,000 u3as with over 388,000 members 
across the country.

To mark u3a's 40th Anniversary this year, Dunmow u3a will be 
displaying an Art Exhibition in Dunmow Library from Monday 
19th until Saturday 24th September.  Please step inside and 
take a look at what Du3a is offering.

We are also planning a choice of Anniversary Walks of 2, 4 or 
6 miles on Monday 19th September.  You are welcome to 
come along and join us - we are hoping to attract 40 walkers 
for our 40 years.  Please get in touch if you are interested and 
we can give you more details.

We have monthly General Interest meetings, with guest speakers covering a range of 
different subjects.  Forthcoming meetings this Autumn include "Job of a Laughtime" 
by Brad Ashton and "The Essex Scrubber" by Christine Beedle.  We will be finishing 
this year with our Christmas Party featuring a concert by the Rock Choir who were 
great last year.

In addition to all this, there are opportunities to book places on our outings (days out, 
events and theatre trips) and a regular monthly newsletter to keep you up to date with 
what is being planned.

To find out more about Du3a contact us on 07385 879846 or go to 
https://u3asites.org.uk/dunmow/welcome

Heather Quiney

https://u3asites.org.uk/dunmow/welcome


Doug Sanders
Decorator

Looking for an experienced local 
decorator? Give me a call.

I do all forms of decorating, 
both interior and exterior and 
specialise   in hanging quality 

wallpapers.

All estimates are free.
I have public liability insurance     
and do not use sub-contractors

Contact me:
01371 856 331
07811 692 431

g.d.sanders@btinternet.com

Your mess is our stress

STEBBING-BASED CAR VALETING SERVICE

We also clean: Driveways, Decking & Brickwork
Call Simon on 07779 763010



I thought I would write something about The Old Friends 
Meeting House as it’s been a while since the building was 
saved for the village.  If you’re new to Stebbing, you may 
be unaware of how important this building is.  

Stebbing Old Friends Meeting House

Stebbing Old Friends Meeting House was built in 1674 and it is believed to be the oldest 
Friends Meeting House in Essex and is Grade 2* listed.

The Quakers discontinued their meetings in 1884 and in 1920 the Meeting House was let 
to the village for use as a Men’s Institute for the men returning from the First World War. 
The Quakers subsequently sold the building to the village in 1957. 

As the years went by the building started to deteriorate and it seemed the membership 
of the Men’s Institute would be unable to finance the repairs.  The responsibility lay with 
the Parish Council, who are the holding trustees.

In 1984 it was decided that the repair and improvement of the FMH should be pursued. 
At that time, it had an earth floor with rotting planks and thin cement, no water, drainage, 
or gas, primitive heating, rudimentary lighting, and a false ceiling which cut out half the 
light from the front windows.  Fortunately, the roof was sound, and the walls had been 
underpinned due to the Herculean efforts of villagers in earlier years.

Due to only a trickle of funds for the first few years, a holding operation was the only  
policy for the Trustees.  Eventually English Heritage recognising its Grade 2*listing, and 
the fact that it was the oldest Friends’ Meeting House in Essex, offered to help with 
repairs (not improvements).  Fortunately, the Heritage Lottery Fund was created, and 
they offered to help with improvements. Though substantial, these grants had to be 
matched with equal cash from the Management Trustees who raised it from other private 
and public sources.

Meetings were held, an architect commissioned, specifications drawn up, contracts 
awarded, and work began with all its ups and downs. Eventually the builders left, and the 
hall was opened to the public in 1996, and to this day, is available for hire generating 
essential income.

It is the responsibility of the Management Trustees to look after the building, preserving 
it for us and future generations. It is a wonderful old building and of immense value to 
our village. 

If any villager reading this short article is interested in helping with the preservation of the 
building by becoming a Trustee please contact me, I would love to hear from you.

Angela Newbrook
Chairman of Trustees - Phone 01371 856464 or jnewbrook@aol.com





When Eileen, a young widow with two sons, 
accepted her friends’ invitation for a trip to a 
nearby pub, little did she realise her life was about 
to change.  Because Alan, a confirmed bachelor, 
also agreed to have a drink with his colleagues at 
the same public house.  The two groups chatted, 
and Eileen & Alan began a relationship resulting in 
over 40 years of marriage.

At the time, Eileen lived in Flitwick.  As a nurse, 
she had decided to train to become a Health 
Visitor and attended a college in Milton Keynes.  
Alan worked and lived in Harlow. Their wedding 
took place at Alan’s home church in Ilford.  They 
lived in Bishop’s Stortford and later moved to 
Stebbing.

Obituary: Alan Madder
28th September 1942 – 26th June 2022

Alan was a calibration engineer. He worked for STC (Standard Telephone and Cables) 
Harlow and when the company closed, Alan, aged 60 yrs was able to take early 
retirement. The pair enjoyed village life, belonging to the church community. Dancing 
was a great passion, as were their holidays spent in France.  Alan was a good father to 
Eileen’s sons but never grew to share their passion for football!  

He was an intrinsically good man and spent all his time with Eileen and their family and 
friends. 

Jackie Kingdom

Now is the time to pick sloes (early Autumn).  Make in advance and                                  
leave to mature for 2-3 months (the longer the better).

500g ripe sloes
250g golden caster sugar 
1 litre gin

1. Rinse sloes and pat dry. Then prick the sloes using a fork or cocktail stick and put in 
a 2 litre glass jar or divide into two smaller jars.

2. Add sugar and gin, then seal the jar. Shake well. Then give a good shake for seven 
days. Place jars in a cool, dark place and leave for 2–3 months.

3. Line a sieve with a square of muslin set over a bowl and strain the mixture through. 
Decant into clean, dry bottles then seal and label. Now ready to drink but improves 
with age.

Seasonal Recipe: Sloe Gin



MARTIN REEVE
PLASTERING, COVING & 

DECORATING

Mobile: 07528149102
Home: 01371 856417

Email: 
martin_reeve@hotmail.co.uk

18 



Ninety five people were treated to a wonderful musical event by 
two very talented Ukrainian musicians.

They started the evening with music from Ukraine and finished 
with a medley of English music from the Beatles, Cats and 
classics from Elgar culminating in a glorious rendition of Pomp 
and Circumstance and Land of Hope and Glory which inspired 
audience participation.  At one stage they sounded like a small 
orchestra!

Kyiv Duo Classical Accordion Players: St Mary’s Church, 
Wednesday 3rd August

We raised £1,277.00 on the night for Felsted Aid who will be taking much needed help 
and support to the Revival Centre in Chernihiv near Chernobyl.

Many thanks must go to Alan & Pauline Hilliar of Felsted Aid who organised the event 
and also to all those people who supported the event.  It was also much appreciated by 
the Ukrainian family who have just moved into the village. Our thoughts and prayers are 
very much with the brave people of Ukraine.

Chris Beaven

The Dunmow Crematorium: Blessing & Opening
It is not every day one receives an invitation to the opening 
of a crematorium but when we received ours to attend the 
Walsh family’s Blessing and Opening of the new Dunmow 
Crematorium at Blatches Farm, we felt privileged.

The Walsh family have been builders & funeral directors in 
Stebbing and the local area for four generations.  One of their 
main aims with the new crematorium is to give people more 
choice in dealing with some of the hardest days in their lives 
and to avoid the ‘production line’ feeling by giving families as 
much time as they need to celebrate the life of a loved one.

Built on a farm setting with open views across the Essex countryside, the chapel is 
beautifully designed with sound and visual equipment to cater for all tastes.  In its 
simplicity it meets all faiths or humanitarian needs.

The Opening commenced with Michael Walsh, Liz Walsh and Derek Tuttlebury cutting 
the ribbon and we took our seats. The service was conducted by Rev Helen Pelly and as 
the sun streamed through the windows, I felt many people would find comfort here in 
the years to come.

Jackie Kingdom



Hornsea Animal Feeds Ltd
Horse & Pet Food Suppliers 

Feed, Supplements, Bedding, Hay, Straw, Treats 
and Toys for all your pets needs.
- Carrots/Parsnips/Apples (seasonal)
- Calor Gas, Water Softener Tablets/Granular
- Seed Potatoes, Onion Sets and Shallots (seasonal)
- A large selection of vegetable seeds
- Compost & grow bags
- Fishing baits & tackle

NOW OPEN - Hornsea Equine & Country Wear
selling clothing, footwear & accessories for Toggi, Joules, 
Regatta, Dublin & Hoggs of Fife - 01371 856811 

Opening Hours: 9am – 6pm Monday to Saturday
CLOSED Sunday’s and Bank Holidays

Hornsea Farm, Bran End, Stebbing, Essex CM6 3RU
01371 856999 - hornseaanimalfeedsltd@gmail.com
www.hornseaanimalfeedsltd.co.uk 

We are agents for ‘The Saddlery & 
Rug Workshop’ Newmarket – for all 
your horse rug cleaning, saddlery 
repairs and dog bed cleaning
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The Pilgrim Parishes

The seaside has strong appeal for many as a 
desirable setting for a break away during the 
summer months.  Perhaps you hold cherished 
memories of family holidays where you used to 
escape to for those walks along the cliffs and 
lazy days on the beach.  

My family always went to Dorset, at the western end of the Chesil Beach, staying in a 
village with the strange name of Eype.  A memory from childhood is being 
somersaulted over and over by a large wave as it broke onto the steeply shelving 
pebbled beach, then being dragged out by the strong undertow for the process to 
happen again and again on the following waves.  It was a frightening and exhausting 
experience where I felt at the mercy of the elements, forces far stronger than I.
The recollection of this incident has surfaced from reflecting on the turbulence of 
recent years.  Like a succession of large waves, we have Brexit, the pandemic, 
inflation and supply and labour shortages, escalating fuel and energy prices, war in 
eastern Europe, and fears of irreversible climate change with abnormal weather 
patterns.  We are at the mercy of all of these and wonder what will be next to disrupt 
our lives.  Whatever control we thought we had feels illusory.  We realise we are not 
the masters of our destiny, rather at the mercy of forces more powerful.  How do we 
find peace, purpose and perspective in the midst of such turmoil and disruption?  
What anchors can we use to hold us steady?

Being part of a local community of faith, sharing in its rhythms of worship and prayer, 
is one anchor.  Its shared rootedness in the hope given by the God who creates and 
sustains all of life, its shared belief in God’s revelation of himself through his Son, 
Jesus Christ, who expressed his indefatigable love in his sacrificial life and death, its 
shared expectation that this same Jesus will return and establish a new heaven and 
earth free of decay and death and all that demeans and destroys life.

St Augustine of Hippo, one of the most influential thinkers and theologians amongst 
the fathers of the early church in the 5th Century, said “God speaks to us in the 
silence of the heart”.  Finding the place and space to be silent can be challengingly 
difficult in our modern frenetic times.  The fine historic church buildings used by the 
communities of faith across the Pilgrim Parishes are open to all every day and offer 
access to that special space where the heart and mind can be stilled.  Why not take 
advantage of this, dropping in and finding somewhere to sit quietly?  Take time out 
in God’s house and allow him to give rest to your soul in the midst of all that is 
happening in your personal struggles and the ones we share in all that are impacting 
our lives in these anxious times.  Rest in the presence of the One who calmed the 
terrifying storm and spoke peace to those who were with him.

Nigel Warren
Licensed Lay Minister to the Pilgrim Parishes



 
 

Local Care for Local People  
Care & Support  

* 
We can support you with all aspects of daily living tailored to your individual needs.  

We can provide home visits ranging from 30 minutes to live in care. 
x Personal care 

x Meal preparation 
x Community access 

x Light housework and shopping 
* 

RECRUITING NOW  
We are looking for people to join our care team.  

We provide all the training you need and support you in your new role.  
Are you looking for full or part-time work (some weekend availability essential) 

Telephone:   01371 872 178 26 

Tesco Community Grant 
for Stebbing Minibus
We still need your help!

Don’t forget, when you’re shopping at 
our local Tesco stores before 31st

September, to collect your blue coin and 
pop it in the Stebbing Minibus box.

Cassie Stone  



In my first two articles I covered Optics, Fieldguides, Identification and helpful 
organisations. 

However I think most people who start birdwatching reach a point when they have got 
to know their local habitats and birds and decide that they would like to go further 
afield. So here are five places to go birdwatching in Essex which are both reasonably 
close and particularly productive in terms of seeing new and attractive birds. I will also 
provide the post code of the location and the distance from Stebbing.

A Beginners Guide to Birdwatching: Part 3                               
Spreading Your Wings

Hatfield Forest (CM22 6NE - 9 miles)
All year round the woodland is very good 
for Treecreeper, Nuthatch, and Marsh Tit. 
The lakes regularly have Great-Crested 
and Little Grebes plus Kingfisher. In the 
winter months good numbers of our rarest 
finch, the Hawfinch can be located in the 
Hornbeams near the first car park.

Abberton Reservoir (CO2 0EA - 23 miles)
Abberton is now one of the most exciting bird watching sites in the whole of East 
Anglia. In the spring and summer the Heronry to the west of Layer Breton causeway is 
a hive of activity and this year has breeding Spoonbills, Great White, Cattle and Little 
Egrets as well as numerous Grey Herons and Cormorants. The woodland surrounding 
the visitor centre at the northern end of the Layer-de-la Haye causeway is particularly 
good for summer visiting Nightingales, Cuckoos and various Warblers. This area has 
also this year produced regular sightings of Purple Emperor and White Admiral 
butterflies. In spring and autumn the muddy edges of the reservoir can be very 
productive for migrating waders and in winter the reservoir becomes home to 
thousands of ducks and geese of a wide range of species.

Fingringhoe Wick (CO5 7DN - 29 miles)
Fingringhoe is located on the edge of the river 
Colne and is recognised as the reserve in the UK 
with the largest population of Nightingales with at 
least forty five singing males this year. The birds 
start to arrive in early April and can show very well 
early on but quickly become difficult to see. The 
woodlands are also very good for a range of 
migrant warblers and sometimes Turtle Dove and 
Cuckoo. In spring and autumn large numbers of 
waders can be present and in the winter a flock of 
Avocets are normally present plus good numbers 
of Sea Ducks.
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R Ward & Sons is a family run business 
established in 1967, spanning 3 
generations.   Specialising in all areas 
of wood flooring, sanding and reviving 
original wooden floors, vinyl, carpets, 
industrial floors, safety floors and 
more. Our service includes a free, 
no obligation quotation and sample 
viewing at your home, including advice 
and guidance on all floor coverings and 
help matching to existing decor.

•  All types of Wood Flooring - 
Parquet, Mosaic, Solid and 
Engineered Flooring

• Floor Resurfacing and Prep

• Carpets

• Safety Floor

• Vinyl

• Amtico

• Karndean

...and many more!

info@rwardsonsflooring.co.uk   T: 01992 560665   M: 07904783773

www.rwardsonsflooring.co.uk



Wrabness Nature Reserve (CO11 2TE - 40 miles)
Wrabness is located on the southern bank of the river Stour and is one of the best 
places in the UK to see the increasingly rare Turtle Dove; sadly the population is 
down by over 90%. This year at least 5 birds were present and showed very well 
singing from the tops of trees. Once again the reserve can be very good for 
Nightingales and warblers in spring. Barn Owls breed at the reserve and in winter are 
regularly joined by Short-eared Owls which can be seen in the late afternoon hunting 
over the marshes.

Wallasea Island RSPB (SS4 2HD -
36 miles)
This reserve is the largest man 
made reserve in Europe and is 
located on the southern edge of 
the river Roach.The land level of 
the reserve was raised by 
transporting over 3 million tonnes 
of clean soil from the excavation 
of the Crossrail tunnels and 
stations. 

The reserve is still under construction but is already attracting amazing numbers of 
birds. In winter many thousands of ducks, waders and Brent Geese are present and this 
leads to an amazing range of birds of prey following them. In a normal winter Marsh 
and Hen Harriers will be joined by Buzzard Peregrine Falcon, Merlin, Barn and Short-
eared Owls and occasionally Rough-legged Buzzard. Interesting passerines are often 
present, particularly in winter including Twite, Stonechat, Snow Bunting, Corn Bunting, 
and Shorelark. As the reserve continues to be developed I think it will become one of 
the most productive and exciting places to go birdwatching in the country and is within 
easy reach for people in Essex.
If anybody would like further information on these sites, or other places to go 
birdwatching further afield  please contact me.

Howard Jolliffe
01371 856843

I want to thank all the villagers who have helped me following the 
death of my darling husband, Alan. I have so appreciated the 
messages and cards and the practical help, including meals, given so 
freely by local people. It has helped sustain me through such a 
ghastly time. What a wonderful village we live in! 

Clare Kanharn

Letter to the Editor



Stebbing Village Hall
Tuesday 10.30am

Salings Millenium Village Hall
Thursday 10.30am

To book: contact Deanna O’Hanlon
07984 638502
dillonbailey0810@gmail.com

Fitness with Deanna
If you are looking to get fitter and love to 

dance, come along to one of my classes and 

have fun while getting fitter.

zumbawithdeanna

Garden Waste 
Collection

The green skip service will start 
Sunday 6th March and will be at 

The Downs:

10.15–11.15am
Every Sunday

• New roofs
• Roof repairs
• Chimney re-builds
• Flat roofing
• Guttering

Mark 
Patch

Your local 
Stebbing

roofer

Call Mark on 
07792694857 or 

01371 855812



Restaurant Review: Koko Thai

Have you ever had a totally pointless journey? I guess we all 
have, and so it proved when I had the whizz idea that I would 
book a table for six at a new Thai restaurant that had recently 
opened in Takeley.

As we walked through the front door the two occupants, both 
obviously staff, looked on in bewilderment when I referred to 
my telephone booking for six. In my capacity as ‘baffled from 
Stebbing’ one of the two occupants said “Oh, your booking 
must have been transferred to the Hatfield Heath restaurant of 
the same name”, which a short phone call proved to confirm.

So off we traipse to Koko Thai Hatfield Heath, where the owner 
tells us that whilst he had paid for the lease of this new Takeley 
pub (previously the Green Man) the outgoing owner had failed 
to pay some £3,000 of electricity bills and no payment would 
equal no electricity. So we either ate where we were (in Hatfield 
Heath) or sorry, but no food!!

Koko Thai, Hatfield Heath

So down we sit to await what was clearly going to be a s**t 
meal – or so we thought...

However, to our surprise and relish, the food turned out to be 
excellent and very original. The owner who served us was a 
little odd, to the extent of his desire to please; indeed, truly 
‘over the top’, but I suppose better that way than not caring.
So apart from the ‘over the top’ bit, I have to describe the 
service as excellent, if a little unusual in the level of enthusiasm 
with which it was delivered!

So if you want to eat in Takeley, I suggest you take your own 
bag of crisps as there is a very becoming bus stop shelter but, 
sadly as far as I can tell*, no Thai restaurant!!
However, Koko Thai at Hatfield Heath is definitely worth a try, 
especially now that the two in Dunmow have closed.

Kevin Farr

* As of 23rd June 2022



Stebbing Village Stores
Owned and run by our village community

Our very own, Stebbing-branded produce, back in stock! 

Find your 
favourite cakes 
and biscuits, 
chutneys, jams 
and preserves, 
sweets and 
candies!

So many of you have been asking our volunteers for your 
favourite Stebbing items and we apologise for the recent delay 
in sourcing these from our supplier. 

Here’s Heather and her grandson, William unpacking the 
produce. Great for you and great gifts when visiting family and 
friends!. 

Stephanie Taylor



We both retired in the summer of 2020, just after the 
pandemic started; not the best time to choose!!  Having 
lived in Stebbing for many years we were already regular 
customers of the village shop, however lockdown made 
it clear to us how important it is to the community.  Julie 
and the volunteers did an amazing job to stock items in 
short supply and keep the shop open every day.  We 
wanted to make a contribution to the village and be a 
part of this community spirit, so in September that year 
we both became volunteers in the shop.  

Stebbing Village Stores: Volunteer Spotlight 
Richard & Shiona Lincoln

Our training involved shadowing other volunteers on various shifts; at first there seemed a 
lot to remember but soon it became second nature, plus there is a store guide to help 
volunteers.  Initially, our shifts were ‘ad hoc’ but before long we each agreed to regular 
shifts: Tuesdays (Richard) and Wednesdays (Shiona), both 10am-1pm. Keeping busy is 
easy, there’s plenty to do in addition to serving customers. Certain tasks are ‘fixed’, 
depending on the shift, eg switching the lights on, opening the till, taking a meat delivery. 
And if you aren’t busy, there’s a variety of things you can do, like bagging sweets for sale, 
boxing local eggs, checking stock expiry dates, as well as the essential restocking shelves. 
On Wednesdays our chilled produce and fruit/vegetables arrive, there is a Warburton’s 
bread delivery and a milk order to place.  Never a dull moment!

Having a regular shift has the advantage of allowing us to plan around our volunteering 
commitment, if necessary. There are also shifts that need ‘ad hoc’ cover, often at 
weekends, so when we have capacity one or both of us may do an additional shift, 
providing some additional variety. The best thing about volunteering in the shop is 
meeting and chatting to all sorts of people.  There are our regular customers from 
Stebbing who collect their papers, buy lunch or other essential items and who like to pass 
the time of day with you, or the workmen who wish you ‘a nice day’ and love our 
sandwiches and sausage rolls, or the children deliberating over the ice-creams or sweets 
and of course, all of our co-volunteers who work in the shop or the kitchen.  Since we 
started volunteering we’ve got to know so many more people in the village.  It’s also very 
rewarding when a customer thanks us for giving up our time to work in the shop and a 
good reminder of why we volunteered.

We really need more volunteers! Find out more: sbsmanager1@gmail.com or chat to a 
volunteer in the shop.



Meadow Oak Distillery
For those of you that don’t know me, I’m Emma. A proud resident of 
this community and founder of Meadow Oak Distillery, on the brink 
of launching our first Spirit… ‘Heartwood of Oak Moor’ Gin!

From tiny acorns…
‘Once upon a time’ is how many fairy stories begin. Though most cannot exist beyond 
the world of imagination and dreams. However, once upon a time, 29 months ago to be 
precise, my dream took its first steps toward becoming a reality. That dream was to one 
day have my own distillery and to be producing my very own gin. Well… 29 months of 
passion-fuelled hard work and determination later, those first small steps have escalated 
into a giant leap with the arrival of my Still which landed in my newly converted distillery 
on the 11th of August 2022.

To say I was excited is an understatement! The arrival of my Still, affectionately known as 
‘Munchkin 3’ marks a significant milestone in the progression of the distillery and 
ultimately the fruition of the dream.

Up to this point it has always 
felt like we were working 
towards something that was a 
long way off. But now, ever 
since she landed, it’s more a 
case of “She’s here!” “It’s 
happening!”

Her presence now means that 
we can move on to our next 
stage of development -

finalising and up-scaling the recipe which will take place over the coming weeks. Once 
these final tweaks are made and we are happy with the results, then we will be ready to 
start bottling our very own gin! Hopefully, by the time you read this, we’ll be ready for 
distribution!

A bit about us
We are an environmentally aware, Organic Distillery 
who champion local produce and community. 
Moving towards a greener, sustainable future for 
generations to come by applying methods such as

agroforestry and organic farming practices to produce exemplary spirits that 
encapsulates ‘the spirit of the countryside’. With family, nature and the environment 
being the beating heart of the business, we strive to be award winning innovators in our 
field.

The name ‘Meadow Oak Distillery’ got its name from an ancient oak tree that borders ‘Oak 
Moor’ meadow on the family farm. I have very fond memories of playing and growing up 
under this magnificent tree and I thought that it was only right to honour it by naming my 
company after it. This nostalgia, passion and heart has been the driving force that brings us 
to where we are today.



Heartwood of Oak Moor
If you attended the Village Fete, you may already have had a 
taste of ‘Heartwood’, if not there will soon be plenty of 
opportunity! This gin, in addition to juniper & coriander, 
contains 11 botanicals that can be found in and around ‘Oak 
Moor Meadow’, resulting in a beautifully rounded & ‘clean’ 
gin with fruity, yet herbaceous undertones.

If you missed the opportunity to experience the taste of 
‘Heartwood’ at the Village Fete, fear not, there will soon be 
plenty more opportunities as we will be running open days 
and attending other local events with ‘Hilda’.

Founders’ Edition
Our first full batch of ‘Heartwood’ will be called the “Founders’ Edition” and is 
only available to purchase via one of our limited-edition founders’ packs, which 
are now available for pre-order on our website, with distribution of these 
expected in mid-September.

Who’s Hilda?
Many of you will have met ‘Hilda’, our 1978 caravan who has been lovingly restored and 
converted into a mobile bar, at some of the recent village events. She will continue to 
frequent local events and will also be available for hire to cater for any celebratory need.

For more information, or if you fancy joining me for a gin… take a look on our website or 
drop me an email – links for the website and social accounts are available via the QR code!



 
 

 
 
 
  

All Aspects Of 
Garden Landscaping and Design. 

 
x Patios & Pathways       yFencing & Pergolas 

x Turf  x Driveways 
       y�Water Features & Pond Construction 

y�Decking   y�Garden Clearance 
 

Re-Discover Your Garden 
 

Call Arron for a Free Quote or Advice 
 

   M : 07921 257905         H : 01440  761275 
E-mail : sales@tsglandscapes.co.uk 

www.tsglandscapes.co.uk 



TOTs & Co: 
Scavenger Hunt, 3rd July 2022

Round about the Churchyard go                                                                                             
In the basket pieces throw                                                                                                

Clover leaf and small straight stick                                                                                     
Large green leaf found on a brick

Dandelion with wooden bee                                                                                               
Pine cone lying under the tree                                                                                               

Snail shell, daisy, acorn too                                                                                                
Seed and feather, then a brew

No, it isn’t a remake of Macbeth’s Witches Chant, it’s TOTs & Co’s scavenger hunt at 
St Mary’s Church on the 3rd of July where a large group met to seek out a full list of 
natural and near-natural objects planted (by God and man) around the Churchyard. 

Children led their sometimes myopic adults in 
a fun afternoon in the wonderfully warm 
weather until tired legs and eyes retired to a 
splendid cup of tea and some wonderful 
snacks, including a home-made fruit cake.

TOTs & Co now invite children aged from 0 to 
11 to join them on the 1st Sunday of each 
month (next meeting is October 2nd) for a 
pleasant gathering and fun. 

The children are usually split into an older and 
younger group but this July the afternoon 
included families who brought blankets and 
picnicked next to the Church. Louisa and Julia 
shared stories with the children, and the adults 
who couldn’t resist but to listen in. Craft 
activities included making crowns too.

Overall, a fine time was had on this special day 
and we look forward to many more to come. 

Rachel McIntyre



GOOD RIDDANCE TO UNWANTED HAIR

GOOD RIDDANCE 
TO UNWANTED 

HAIR

Ugly Betty’s is the 
professional waxing 

service in Essex

We are a BABTAC accredited 
unisex waxing salon. 

Specialising in hair removal 
from all areas, intimate, legs, 
back, chest & brows etc.

Call Now on 07866 312070
Uglybettyswaxing.co.uk

VOGUE
Plumbing & Heating Services

Quality Bespoke Installations

Darren Keeling   T: 01371 855958  M: 07970 938685  E: darren.vogue@gmail.com

All aspects of domestic plumbing & heating undertaken

X�Bathrooms from concept to completition

X�Boiler changes and heating upgrades

X�3RZHU�ÀXVKLQJ

X�Repairs & maintainance works carried out 



The White Hart

Summer is drawing to an end, but what a summer it has been.  
 

Summer is drawing to 
an end, but what a 

summer it has been. 
 

 
We really have loved our first summer in 

Stebbing with all the locals and new faces 
that have been joining us every week. It’s 

been a blast! 
 

Thank you to all of you and thank you to 
book club, the Zumba ladies who have been 

enjoying their coffee and cake mornings. 
The cyclists, bikers, history club and the 

rambles to name a few. 
 

The pub has had a little upgrade with a new 
garden area and gardens pods. We also 

have new floors throughout.  
 

We’ve added new dishes to our menu which 
will continue to change and grow through 

the winter months. 
 

 
 

Sunday roasts will be back from Sunday 18th September 
& We’re MARRIED!! 
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have new floors throughout. 



The Stebbing Local History 
Society announce the 
publication of a very special 
book to mark the 25th 
Anniversary of our 
foundation. 

Hardback (A4) 110 pages with 
approximately 100 photos, maps 
and other images spanning Saxon 
times to the present day, written 
by 14 authors covering a wide 
range of subjects.

GS Craft Limited 
Building, Plumbing & 

Electrical Services 
For a friendly reliable service contact Graham Sheffield 

Telephone : 01371 223100 
website : www.gscraft.co.uk 

 

 
  ● Brickwork       ● Bathrooms Installed 
  ● Plastering       ● Showers 
  ● Patios        ● Radiators 
  ● Ceramic Tiling      ● Pumps 
  ● Electrics        ● Drainage 
  ● Interior/Exterior Decorating     
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 Sunday roasts will be back from 

Sunday 18th September and we’re 
MARRIED!! 

Thank you for all your beautiful flowers, cards & 
congratulations, we are feeling very loved. 

Thank you for all your beautiful flowers, cards & congratulations, we are feeling very 
loved. 

 
Please join us on Bank Holiday Monday 29th August to see out the summer. We 

have a live singer from 3-6pm. 
 
 
 

A few events in the pipeline: 
 

Pie and Mash night: Tuesday 20th September 5-8pm (please call to book) 
 

Quiz night: Tuesday 4th October - details to follow on our socials and website. 
 

 
 

SEE YOU SOON, FROM ALL AT THE WHITE HART STEBBING  
xxx 
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A few events in the pipeline:

Pie and Mash night: Tuesday 20th September 5-8pm (please call to book) 
Quiz night: Tuesday 4th October – £10 per head, in aid of the Stebbing 

Mini Bus appeal. Tables of 6 (please call early to reserve your table)
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We’ve added new dishes to our menu 
which will continue to change and grow 
through the winter months. 

See you soon, xxx
All at the White Hart



‘I love village fetes!’ said my friend Sally, who had just 
bought a yummy-looking coffee cake from the cake 
stall. ‘They really bring the community together!’. 
That might sound like a cliché, but she was right. 

Walking around the Stebbing Village Fête, the 
afternoon was sunny, bright and at times quite warm. 
I could see the excited faces, bright eyes, and big 
smiles in anticipation of the fun ahead - and that was 
not just the children!

All The Fun Of  The Fete!

And what a fun afternoon it was; us residents of Stebbing are 
very lucky to still be able to host this quintessential English 
tradition, not just for our own enjoyment but also for that of our 
neighbours from surrounding villages and towns. 

The tropical sounds coming from the Felsted Steel Band, which 
played right at the start of the afternoon, added a real party 
atmosphere and the feeling that summer was still here.  

The main entertainment arena was the place for the much-loved 
Dog Show with all its fun entries: most handsome dog, prettiest 
bitch, waggiest tail, dog most like its owner, best 6 legs - that’s 
the dog and owner not a new 6-legged breed! And super senior 
for dogs 8 years and older. 

We danced to a fun Zumba session with moi, Adri Welham – I 
was told afterwards: ‘It was such an upbeat, happy spectacle to 
watch. The cadets and the kids and even cool teenagers could 
not resist joining in!’ 

Live singing and playing was provided courtesy of Danny 
Bateman and Stebbing’s very own group: The Moving Parts, 
which took us back in time by playing some old favourite music 
numbers.



There were fundraising stalls from several local clubs and 
organisations such as the Stebbing Garden Club, which was 
selling beautiful plants and fresh produce; the Stebbing Ladies 
Group with a stall full of children’s games; the Stebbing Bowls 
Club, which ran the Coconut Shy and sponsored the beer tent 
and the Stebbing Scouts which ran the Welly Wanging game. 

Also present were the Stebbing History Society, Stebbing 
Stores, the Dunmow Army Cadets (these guys not only know 
how to march, turn and salute at the same time but they’re also 
pretty good at jumping and dancing!), the Broxted Crockery 
Smashers and our own St Mary’s Church. Other stalls were run 
by Fantasy Faces (face painting), Ruth Phipps (preserves) and 
Deborah Wheeler (card and pictures). 

Besides teas and cakes, we had BBQ, beer and our own locally made gin courtesy of 
Meadow Oak Distillery. And no village fete would be complete without a raffle so thank you 
to everyone who donated a prize. 

A huge thank you to the Master of Ceremonies, Chris Beaven and well done to the Stebbing 
Village Fete Committee for organising such a fantastic event. And thank you also to all the 
volunteers who donated their time to help and/or contributed one way or another. And 
finally, a huge thank you to all who attended – you showed up, shared, and participated -
that’s how communities connect, grow, and get stronger. 

Adri Welham

The Stebbing Fete Committee would like to thank: Chris Beaven, our MC; Ed Bucknall for the tea tent; 2Lt Mat Speller 
and the Dunmow Cadets for setting up and providing Cadet power during the event; Duncan Foster for providing the 
sound system; Rachel Clark and the Felsted Steel Band; Moving Parts; Danny Bateman; Adri Potts Zumba 
Demonstration; Rob Irvine and Elaine Rowe for organising the Classic Cars; Gill Peartree for the Dog Show; The Bowls 
Club for the Beer Tent; The Cricket Club; Stebbing Parish Council for the use of the field.



What a brilliant day we all had, and how wonderful our 
village is. The weather smiled on us again and ignition keys 
all over Essex fired up 90 wonderful classic cars to display 
on the field on Mill Lane.

Well done to the fete committee for organising everything 
and my thanks to them for letting me organize the classic 
car display. Thanks also to all the drivers and all the 
parking stewards, Jeff, John, Graham, Eddie, Ian and Greg 
– aka ‘Crystals little helpers’ – great job fellas. 

So to the cars... Following last years turnout of 63 cars 
getting to the 90 cars this year was really something to 
celebrate. A great selection of cars turned up, most of 
which pre-booked, and a few that hadn’t. Did you ever 
think you would see 15,000 horses on our village green? 
That’s the total horsepower that was on display. From 
everyday English classics to American muscle, Italian chic, 
French elegance and of course, German fun and efficiency. 
Loads of different marques were on display and seeing 
eleven Jaguar etypes displayed together was a real treat.

We had cars spanning over a century of motoring right 
through to a magnificent 2021 Alpine, owned by our judge 
on the day, Ian – thanks for coming over from Hitchen and 
doing a great job. 

My personal highlight was the BMW Isetta bubble car 
which made it all the way from Stortford, seeing it whizzing 
up the High Street at 15 mph followed by another 15 
classic cars (in 1st gear) was a memorable site. 

Classic Car Display

Feedback from all the drivers and 
the public was really good, a 
relaxed show, great community 
spirit and a fantastic day out. 

So the ‘best in show’ award went 
to a truly excellent and very rare 
vehicle, a 1955 Ford Consul 
estate. Well done Alison and enjoy 
the champagne! 

Already looking forward to next years show, certainly think we can stretch to 100+ cars 
and some classic bikes, I hope. Now where did I put my Dad’s old Lambretta.....

Rob Irvine



My name is Sarah, I moved to Stebbing just before 
Lockdown with my new born baby, my then 20 year 
old daughter, my partner, 4 cats, 3 horses and a pony 
in tow!

I wanted to share with you all that on 2nd October 
2022, I will be running the London Marathon on behalf 
of the amazing charity that is Essex & Herts Air 
Ambulance. I'm immensely proud that the charity 
have chosen me as one of their fundraising marathon

Running the London Marathon

runners this year particularly as I'm not the sportiest person - I am the girl that used to 
sit out PE in school at every opportunity! When I first started the training the thought of 
running 26.2 miles was simply unfathomable, yet as each week's training passes, my 
belief grows. As I write, this week I will have run 35 miles alone and by the time I make 
it to the start line, I will have run over 240 miles! So actually, running 26.2 miles doesn't 
seem all that bad now!

So enough about me. Why Essex & Herts Air Ambulance 
Trust? Well I still cannot quite believe that such an 
important and vital life saving emergency service is 
predominantly reliant on charitable contributions unlike 
other government funded emergency services but it is.

In their own words, the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance 
Trust's aim is ‘to save lives, reduce or prevent disability, 
or suffering from critical illness and injury, by delivering a 
first class pre-hospital emergency medical service to the 
people of Essex, Hertfordshire and surrounding areas'.

When a life-threatening injury or medical emergency 
suddenly happens there isn’t always time to get a patient 
to hospital. Rapidly getting pre-hospital lifesaving care 
to the patient at the scene is sometimes the only way to 
prevent loss of life. I am so grateful and re-assured to 
know that such a service is available in case of 
emergency to keep my friends, family and colleagues 
safe.

I appreciate that times are tough but if you are able to 
donate, even £1, it all helps to keep the Essex & Herts 
Air Ambulance in the skies! Donations can also be made 
anonymously. To donate, please type this link into your 
web browser -
https://tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/sarah-
dawood-f35d1

With much love and gratitude

Sarah Dawood

https://tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/sarah-dawood-f35d1


Stebbing Garden Club:                                              
Managing Your Garden in a Changing Climate

It would be true to say that rainfall in Stebbing has not been consistent over the years.  
The following, based on rainfall data kindly supplied by Stephen Bazlinton, is testament 
to its variability.  

While the total amount of rainfall in Stebbing each year has, with a few notable 
exceptions, been fairly consistent, averaging 656mm annually over the last 20 years, 
the data shows far greater variability with respect to the monthly totals in each of those 
years.  

Stebbing Garden Club News 

It would be true to say that rainfall in Stebbing has not been consistent over the years.  The following, based on rainfall 
data kindly supplied by Stephen Bazlinton, is testament to its variability.   

 

While the total amount of rainfall in Stebbing each year has, with a few notable exceptions, been fairly consistent, 
averaging 656mm annually over the last 20 years, the data shows far greater variability with respect to the monthly 
totals in each of those years.   
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What can be deduced from the data, however, is that the total rainfall in Stebbing over the first seven months of this 

year, measuring only 200mm, is significantly lower than the average amount of 351mm for those same months over the 

previous 20 years.  In fact, 27% less rain fell in Stebbing in the months January to July than during the three driest years 

(2006, 2011 & 2019), making this year the driest recorded by far in 20 years.   

With meteorologists predicting increasingly frequent hot and dry summers in future years, gardeners must design their 

gardens and choose plants with this in mind, if they are to avoid having to choose between astronomically high water 

bills or the loss of favourite plants or those with a sentimental attachment (my current dilemma).   

There are some measures gardeners can take to diminish water loss from the soil.  Increasing the organic content of the 

soil by incorporating home compost, mushroom compost, stable manure rich in straw or even wool helps to hold on to 

any water that’s already there.  However, unless you are able to generate a large amount of compost in your garden, all 

these options are likely to have a significant cost attached to them.  It should be noted that both mushroom compost 

and manure can affect the soil in other ways, too, so check them out before you buy.  The other main strategy that can 

be adopted to reduce water loss from the soil is to use a mulch, such as a layer of compost, gravel, bark or any other 

material that that can be spread over the soil surface to reduce evaporation from it.  Allotment holders frequently use 

plastic, cardboard and even carpet to reduce water loss as well as suppressing weed emergence – appearance doesn’t 

matter so much here.  Eventually though, without supplementary water, either from rainfall, watercourse or the tap, the 

soil will dry out to greater and greater depths as plants continue to take water from the soil through their roots, 

releasing large quantities to the atmosphere through the pores in their leaves in the necessary process of getting 

nutrients up into the leaves. 

While the above approaches can help, a more sustainable solution is to choose plants that are naturally drought tolerant 

– no mean feat in Stebbing, as they also have to be tolerant of frost, survive possible flooding events, put up with drying 

winds and, because the soil is so variable, some garden soils may even need to have their drainage improved!  Generally 

speaking, those plants with thick, fleshy, water-storing leaves such as sedums (now called Hylotelephium), those with 

grey leaves and silvery sun-reflecting hairs, such as lavender, or those with thick waxy leak-proof skins to their leaves, 

such as rosemary will survive drought.  Most will have originated in regions of the world with a mediterranean climate, 

including countries around the Mediterranean Sea, southern and southwestern Australia, central Chile, coastal California 

and the Western Cape of South Africa – so look out for plants from these areas.  
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What can be deduced from the data, however, is that the total rainfall in Stebbing over 
the first seven months of this year, measuring only 200mm, is significantly lower than the 
average amount of 351mm for those same months over the previous 20 years.  In fact, 
27% less rain fell in Stebbing in the months January to July than during the three driest 
years (2006, 2011 & 2019), making this year the driest recorded by far in 20 years.  

With meteorologists predicting increasingly frequent hot and dry summers in future 
years, gardeners must design their gardens and choose plants with this in mind, if they 
are to avoid having to choose between astronomically high water bills or the loss of 
favourite plants or those with a sentimental attachment (my current dilemma).  

There are some measures gardeners can take to diminish water loss from the soil.  
Increasing the organic content of the soil by incorporating home compost, mushroom 
compost, stable manure rich in straw or even wool helps to hold on to any water that’s 
already there.  However, unless you are able to generate a large amount of compost in 
your garden, all these options are likely to have a significant cost attached to them. It 
should be noted that both mushroom compost and manure can affect the soil in other 
ways, too, so check them out before you buy.  The other main strategy that can be 
adopted to reduce water loss from the soil is to use a mulch, such as a layer of compost, 
gravel, bark or any other material that that can be spread over the soil surface to reduce 
evaporation from it.  Allotment holders frequently use plastic, cardboard and even carpet 
to reduce water loss as well as suppressing weed emergence – appearance doesn’t 
matter so much there.  



Eventually though, without supplementary water, either from rainfall, watercourse or the 
tap, the soil will dry out to greater and greater depths as plants continue to take water from 
the soil through their roots, releasing large quantities to the atmosphere through the pores 
in their leaves in the necessary process of getting nutrients up into the leaves.

While these approaches can help, a more sustainable solution is to choose plants that are 
naturally drought tolerant – no mean feat in Stebbing, as they also have to be tolerant of 
frost, survive possible flooding events, put up with drying winds and, because the soil is so 
variable, some garden soils may even need to have their drainage improved!  

Generally speaking, those plants with thick, fleshy, water-storing leaves such as sedums 

Acacia baileyana 'Purpurea'|purple
Cootamundra wattle.

Salvia ‘Royal 
Bumble’|sage

‘Royal Bumble’

Salvia perovskia 'Blue Spire' 
(syn. Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Blue 

Spire)|Russian sage

A visit to RHS Hyde Hall’s or Beth Chatto’s ‘Dry Garden’ can be instructive regarding those 
plants that will tolerate intense drought.

(now called Hylotelephium), 
those with grey leaves and 
silvery sun-reflecting hairs, 
such as lavender, or those 
with thick waxy leak-proof 
skins to their leaves, such 
as rosemary will survive 
drought.  

Most will have originated in regions of the world with a Mediterranean climate, including 
countries around the Mediterranean Sea, southern and southwestern Australia, central 
Chile, coastal California and the Western Cape of South Africa – so look out for plants 
from these areas. 

At Hyde Hall’s ‘Dry Garden’ - blue-green Euphorbia 
rigida|upright myrtle spurge in the foreground, Salvia 
perovskia ‘Blue Spire’|Russian sage to the left and yellow-
flowered Bupleurum fruticosum|shrubby hare's ear to the 
rear, were all entirely unaffected by the drought and heat 
in August 2022.

For further and more detailed information please see the 
RHS summary report: 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-
world/climate-change

Margaret Rufus

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/climate-change
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www.meadowoakdistillery.com/Hilda

Whatever your event, Wedding; 
Birthday Party; Charity Fundraiser 
or Corporate Function, we can 
provide a fully licensed bar with 
trained staff, bespoke drinks menus 
& signage to suit your event.

Mobile Bar available for Hire!

We pride ourselves on ethical and sustainable 
practices and prefer to stock locally sourced 
premium craft spirits (including our own), wines, 
ciders and beers that meet our expectations for 
quality as well as fitting our ethos and values. 

H O U S E  &  G A R D E N  
C L E A R A N C E

F E N C I N G   L A N D S C A P I N G

07887560011

@T4contractingltd

tristan@t4contractingltd.com



My name is Emily Morgan, I’m 18 years 
old and live in Stebbing. 

My passion for art developed from an 
early age; Art has always been a way of 
expressing my creativity as well as a 
tool to relax. My first experiences of art 
were during school; In primary school, I 
embraced art lessons and one of my 
drawings was selected for the Dunmow 
Carnival poster. I went on to choose 
GCSE art during secondary school at 
Helena Romanes. 

Introducing Emily Morgan:
A Talented Young Stebbing Artist

This enabled me to experiment with many 
different styles and media which expanded my 
knowledge of different artists and their styles. 
From this, I discovered my preferred style of 
artwork - watercolour and fineliner pen. 

Typically, I use watercolour paints as the basis of 
my artwork and then enhance details with a 
fineliner pen and watercolour pencils. Some of 
you may recognise my work as I had a stall at 
the Stebbing Village Fete in 2019 selling my 
framed original artwork as well as prints. 

My primary subject matter is now animal 
portraits and I take my inspiration from artists, 
such as Slaveika Aladjova and Redmer
Hoekstra... and I also like looking at artists’ work 
on Pinterest. 

Following the great feedback I received at the 
village fete, I have really grown in confidence 
and have now started to do a few private 
commissions. I’m off to university in September 
to study Business and this Summer I have 
started to advertise on social media and through 
local posters to try to generate demand for my 
private commissions. 

If you like my style, contact me at emilymorgan04@icloud.com
Emily Morgan






We take pride in completing all of 
our work to the highest of standards 

with no mess.  

All work is guaranteed and you will 
be provided with a certificate of 

chimney cleaning on completion of 
work, which is recognised by the 

insurance industry. 

We provide a straight forward  
service.  

Book now by calling: 07773353755 
Email: robrainsconstruction@btint-

ernet.com

The Chimney Sweep 
Company

 

P a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  l a n g u a g e s  

Bespoke lessons to suit all ages: 
5 – 105 years of age 
 
All abilities: 
Absolute beginner Æ Fluency 
 
All aims: 
Just for Fun / Conversation | Bucket List / Life-
long Ambition | Homework Help | Exam Prep. | 
Confidence-building | CV Boost / Business 
Language | Presentations / Speeches | etc… 
 
To contact Jessie… 
Call: 0757 640 6850 
Location: central Stebbing 
Email : salut_hola_jessie@live.co.uk 
 
See Facebook page for profile and reviews: 

 



The first time I met Alan was at work. I was working at a 
blue-chip computer company who took over Alan’s firm 
and I was impressed with the respect his colleagues held 
for him at a time of great competition, in the late 1980s . 
His integrity and excellent relationship with the workforce 
was clear.

Obituary: Alan Patrick Kanharn
6th May 1950 – 25th June 2022

His childhood was spent moving around a lot, so 
schooling was difficult.  Too often he ended up in the sin 
bin but was then free to go sailing!  Alan trained as an 
Engineer and completed an apprenticeship at Holbrook
Engineering in Harlow.  He worked for the company for years with his elder brother Terry 
and brother-in-law Dennis. He moved to Anita Sumlock calculating machines and 
became involved in computer hardware engineering. It was pioneering technology.

Alan was proud of owning a car of his own and delighted in travelling around the 
country. He enjoyed car rallying and told me about one occasion when he put his foot on 
the accelerator and the pedal spike went through his foot!  

Alan was also a flyer and owned a part share in 
GATWB, a French Jodell, at Andrewsfield. We 
went on many fly-outs to France, Belgium, Le 
Mans, sports days popping balloons with the 
propeller, dropping flour bombs and flying 
between the pillars of the half built QE2 
bridge...He was always a bit of a daredevil! His 
other passion was classic cars and until very 
recently, expensive polishes for his beloved XJS 
Jaguar!

Alan was pleased to be the “Village Clockmender” and I’ve received appreciation from a 
villager who said, “we had a very cantankerous clock which Alan repaired with such skill, 
diligence and humour”. Alan was happy living in Stebbing and being part of the 
community, He specialised in sausages and onions for the Church BBQs but latterly was 
very content just being in our home, looking at his fish and the birds in the waterfall. 

During the last two weeks of his life, he visited a huge classic car collection in Norfolk and 
was able to use his mobility scooter, whizzing up the aisles to peruse 1000s of classic 
vehicles and showing me a Vauxhall Cresta, his dad had had as a young man with cream 
and red leather seats and trim. Alan had a strong Christian faith and belief in the next life 
which never wavered.  He told me he was not afraid of death at all, but somewhat 
frightened by the process of dying.

Each morning we would draw back the bedroom curtains, look at the fields and trees and 
say to each other “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice in it!”

Clare Kanharn



Biomechanics Coaching:
Free up your movement
Reduce pain & discomfort 

www.vitalenergy.life sabina@vitalenergy.life 07793 893545

VitalEnergy
Move more freely

Pilates

Yoga



Stebbing Primary School

It has been wonderful to enjoy a more normal summer term this year. We were thrilled to 
be able to host our annual sports day in a more usual manner; our music afternoon which 
showcases the vast array of talents at school; and our year 6 leavers’ assembly. All events 
were fantastic and fun to be a part of. 

The end of the school year always brings an element of sadness as we say goodbye to 
both pupils and staff members. We said goodbye to Mrs Taylor and Mrs Mehmet who 
have both worked in the school for many years. We were all very sad to say goodbye as 
they will both leave a huge hole in the Stebbing family, however we hope they will stay 
and touch and we are sure that they will enjoy some new adventures and opportunities!

We also have exciting news as we welcome new members of staff, Mrs Earle and Mrs 
Lewis to the teaching team.

Each year we ask our year 6 pupils if they would like to contribute to our Stebbing Scene 
article. This term Poppy Hughes has written two pieces to be shared with you, one very 
light-hearted and the other with a more serious tone. I hope you enjoy them!





Stebbing!

Once there was a little village with a school and church, a shop with everyday needs. 

Everyone knew everyone and would eat on the green. But as the year wore on the 
population grew and now the lovely fields are covered in houses and now a little village is 

turning into a city so stop adding houses on our fields and stop leaving rubbish on the 
roads and remember we are a family.

TEACHERS!
A guide to annoy children!

In this five step guide you will learn how to make your students hate you:

Number one food! 
Eat everything. No matter if it is homemade cupcakes for children's un-homework. It is 
sure to annoy the life out of your children.
Number two juice! 
Don’t be afraid to drink some juice right after you tell those tiny people off for having 
it in school.
Number three clothes. 
Make sure to add in about how you can’t wear what you want when a thing comes in 
with miss matched socks.
Number four talking. 
Be sure to have a very loud conversation and if you hear some of those ungrateful kids 
whispering give them the talk of respect and go right back to your conversation.
Number five sunglasses. 
Always wear sunglasses on your head so next sunny day you can tell them off for 
wearing them inside.

Governor News
Our governors work with the school and offer challenge and support to ensure we 
continually develop and improve our standard of education. We currently have a couple 
of vacancies on our governing body. If you feel like you would like to find out more 
information about the role and what it entails, please don’t hesitate to contact me on the 
details above. 
A brief overview of the governing body can be found on our website:
https://stebbingprimary.co.uk/governing-body/

There are 4 full governing body meetings per year and committee meetings each term. 
We currently have 3 committees: HR, Finance and Premises and Pupil and Community. If 
one of these areas interests you or you have experience in one we would like to chat 
further. 

I hope you all have a lovely summer.
Miss Mawson, Headteacher

https://stebbingprimary.co.uk/governing-body/


 

www.StebbingTennisClub.co.uk 

  

A delightful and charming little tennis club in a  

beautiful rural setting. It has a wonderful social  

scene and the tennis isn't bad either!  Members  
are  very friendly and so welcoming. Overall, a  

little gem of a  club ."     

Adults, juniors & families    
Coaching, competitions & social    

3  courts, floodlights & clubhouse   
Stunning, quiet location    

   
  

Full details on our website    



If you are concerned about the speed 
of traffic in Stebbing, now is your 
opportunity to do something about it.

Stebbing Community SpeedWatch

For various reasons the Stebbing Community SpeedWatch team has lost several 
members and needs more volunteers. More importantly, the team needs a new co-
ordinator, without which the team cannot continue to function.

Community SpeedWatch is a traffic monitoring scheme coordinated by Essex 
Police but managed and run by neighbourhood policing teams and community 
volunteers. Volunteers are issued high-visibility jackets, roadside signs and are trained 
to use the equipment and record the information which is passed onto Essex Police.

The objective of Community SpeedWatch is to provide a reminder to drivers that there 
is a speed limit through the village. Being a member of the Speedwatch team is not 
difficult. After training it just means being available to provide a presence at one of our 
three locations to monitor vehicle speed and record the details of vehicles driving in 
excess of the speed limit, which are then passed to Essex Police.

If you feel that you would be able to contribute, please contact me or directly to Janet 
Willey at janet.willey@essex-fire.gov.uk

Brian Martin  - 07929 476361

DORCAS SOCIETY 

ANNUAL HARVEST LUNCH 

FRIDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 

12.30pm 

STEBBING VILLAGE HALL 

 
TICKETS £7.50  

AVAILABLE FROM ANN PATTENDEN 856476 

OR ROSEMARY PITKETHLY 856155 

(Cheques to be made payable to New Dorcas Society 2006)  

or Cash Please 
MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 

 

 

 

 



BILLY REEVE
GENERAL GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE
Grass cutting, hedge cutting, general  tidying 

up, jet washing patios & paths etc

Mobile: 07496867642
Home: 01371 856417

Houghton            
Safety Services

Health and Safety Consultancy Services

________________________

Please contact
Brian or Paula Houghton

01371 856833
consult@hsafety.co.uk

www.hsafety.co.uk

24 Brookfields, Stebbing, Dunmow,              
CM6 3SA

Registered in England & Wales No.6459799.  Registered Office: 
12 West Street,  Ware,  Hertfordshire,  SG12 9EE

 

...coach trips with a special twist.  Whether we’re off to the theatre, a  historic location, a big attraction or 
something further afield, we believe that getting there is half the fun. 

We offer matinee and evening performances.  Prices usually range from £70 - £90 per person and all trips 
include tickets, return coach travel from Dunmow and refreshments enroute. 

   Don’s Coaches provide a unique door to door service. 
 

I have availability for trips to Bletchley Park on Saturday 15th October, Get Up Stand Up on the 9th 
November, Christmas at Layer Marney Tower on Friday 9th December, Cabaret on 1st February 2023 

There are of course many other trips during the course of the year which are sold out, namely Moulin 
Rouge, Goodwood, The Choir of Man, Thursford, Albert Hall Carols and Andre Rieu to name bur a few.  
Please contact me for details in case I have cancellations and I can add you to my mailing list for up to 

date information.  I will be adding other trips as we go along. 

Please contact us for further details: judith@jlpresents.co.uk:  Mobile no:  07989 490828 

 



Obituary: Paul Hart
16th March 1954 – 22nd May 2022

Adapted from Eulogy by Paul Cartledge at Paul’s funeral service, St Paul’s Church, 
Covent Garden

Almost everyone in the UK and most of the 
Western world will have heard Paul’s music 
without knowing who wrote it.  Last year, he was 
commissioned by the BBC to compose the 
introductory film music for the COP 26 Climate 
conference in Glasgow. During a forty year 
collaboration with David Arnold, Paul wrote the 
’ident’ packages for a huge number of radio 
stations, including Classic FM, and the BBC 
World Service.

Paul grew up in Ilford. His father’s family were all 
musicians and his French grandmother won a 
scholarship to the Paris Conservatoire.  She 
didn’t go, as she married on her 16th birthday 
and moved to London. Her son, Paul’s father was 
a gifted pianist. Paul could sing in tune before he 
could speak and by age three, he was playing 
the piano by ear. He was nine when he started 
formal piano and violin lessons.

At eleven, he won a scholarship to the Royal College of Music and made composition 
his first study. He became a full-time student at the Royal College aged sixteen but 
completed only one year, as he was too busy with professional work as a bass guitarist. 

Within two years, Paul had joined the ‘Johnny Dankworth Big Band’ and made such an 
impression, John (Johnny) asked him to play bass with his wife, Cleo Lane on their next 
trip to the USA.  John & Cleo toured with three musicians: a pianist, a drummer and 
bass player. Just a few weeks before setting off, the pianist pulled out.  This caused 
problems for Cleo at such short notice until somebody suggested Paul Hart.  The 
Dankworths were in Malta at the time, so Paul was flown over for an audition.  Paul 
wrote ‘We played a few tunes with Cleo, John dispatched me back to the airport and 
told me I had the job!’  Two weeks later, he gave his first concert with Cleo Lane at the 
Carnegie Hall.  He was twenty.

John was in for more surprises when he discovered Paul’s incredible skill and speed as 
an arranger.  ‘Is there anything else you can do?’ he asked, half joking.  I play a bit of 
jazz violin’ Paul admitted. 



Paul developed an association with the National Youth Jazz Orchestra (NYJO) which 
led to him composing extensively for big band and producing some of his most 
substantial works.  Bill Ashton, NYJO’s Director, came up with the concepts and titles 
and persuaded Paul to write them but Paul did not write anything in advance – he 
needed a deadline.  Sometimes Bill would be frantic - without a score, the parts 
couldn’t be copied and the band could not rehearse.  But of course, Paul would write 
the piece, with no stress or panic, and deliver the score in time for the concert.

In 1976, Joe Campbell booked Paul 
to write some jingles and before long 
they had formed ‘Joe & Co’, a 
company specialising in composing 
and music production for advertising, 
film and television.

Their first recording studio was called 
The Boathouse, in St John’s Wood.  
Joe’s son Mark Campbell became the 
recording engineer and Dave Arch 
was drafted in to do some of the 
writing. In 1989 they moved to studios 
in Dean Street, and Soho became the 
home of ‘Joe & Co’.

As well as working for clients in Europe 
and the UK, Joe & Co were very much in 
demand in America.  On one occasion, a 
New York job came in, but Paul was 
already committed to perform in a 
concert at the Albert Hall.  So he and Joe 
flew to New York, took the brief, did a 
demo, Paul flew back to the UK, played 
in the concert, and returned to direct the 
final recording – all within thirty hours, 
thanks to Concorde.  And the 
complicated orchestral arrangement?  No 
problem – Paul wrote it on the plane!

It was Mike Henry, or Magic as he is 
known, who first took Paul to the Cork 
Jazz Festival and introduced him to the 
Cluskey/Hopkins Band. Paul played fiddle 
with them for twenty-three Cork Jazz 
Festivals, often taking along his sons 
Toby & George.  Paul’s last trip to Cork 
was in 2003, as the following year Ireland 
banned smoking in pubs!



There are so many stories about Cork but here’s 
one of Paul’s favourites:

It was his last day there and he’d been playing 
fiddle, drinking and having a good time. He got 
back to his hotel In the small hours and asked the 
night porter if he could wake him at 6.00am, as 
he had to catch an early flight back to London. 
He gave the chap a fiver for his trouble. Sure 
enough, Paul was woken by loud knocking. The 
door opened and the porter announced ‘It’s your 
wake up call, Mr Hart, and here’s your fiver’  ‘No’ 
said Paul, ‘you don’t understand, that’s for you for 
waking me’. ‘Ah, but the t’ing is, you see sir, it’s 
ten t’irty’

In March 1997 Paul met Katie and they married six months later.  They made their 
second home in Stebbing, where Paul did most of his writing and the area was 
perfect for walking their much loved West Highland Terrier   

The local cab company soon named Paul ‘The Doctor’ because of his colourful 
scarves.  

Paul underwent major cancer surgery in 2014, which saved his life but resulted in 
some physical difficulties.  He never complained, never felt sorry for himself and 
always loved good company and the sharing of anecdotes, somehow managing to 
ignore discomfort and sometimes, quite severe pain. 

Paul attended the wedding of his son. George on 22 January this year,  and made a 
Herculean effort to live long enough to see his first grandchild, but it was not to be.   
He became increasingly ill and had two spells in hospital, discharging himself both 
times because the only place he wanted to be was at home with Katie. He was in his 
element playing the fiddle – not just at the Lamb & Flag, but also at the Ship.  

He played Django Reinhardt style ‘gypsy jazz’ at 
the Peterhouse.  Paul’s last performance was at 
the Lamb & Flagon on the 24th of April, exactly 
four weeks before he died.  He was in a lot of 
discomfort and could not sit up straight, meaning 
that to hold his fiddle he was unable to play the 
top string.  He played on just three strings 
without any compromises to the music. He was 
composing to the very end of his life.

Paul’s phenomenal musical intellect was juxtaposed with an extraordinary absence 
of personal ambition.  He was sometimes chuffed with something he had written 
and would have a little chuckle, but he was unassuming about his abilities, never 
looked for praise or recognition and was indifferent to awards and accolade.



 

A J Pest Control Ltd 
Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 
 

Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 

Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 

01799 542505 
07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 

 

Zumba Gold  
with Adri 

 

Low impact dance class. 
Friendly people. 

Enjoyable dance routines. 
Lots of laughs.  

Everyone welcome! 
 

Stebbing Village Hall 
 

Wednesdays 10.30am 
 

Surface Specialist
 

YHLB Evidence-Based 12-
Week                                        

Courses 

 
Gentle * Effective * Enjoyable 
Quality * Small Group Classes 

Unique * Specific 
* Individualised 

Beginner-Friendly * Cost-
Effective 

 
Local Private studio 

 
This course teaches and 

Motivates Health & Wellbeing 
Promotional Self-Management 

 
Find out more and benefit 
from this evidence-based 
'best practice' yoga course  

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga 4 Hearts & Spines 
Reserve your space on the next Yoga For Healthy 

Lower Backs specialised course 

Hatha Yoga 

*** 

Chair Yoga 

*** 

Yoga for 

Healthy Lower 

Backs 

*** 

Gentle Years 
Yoga 

Enquiries: 
Sue Brown 

0791 564 8952 

s.brown134@btinternet.com  

For all your groundworks & fencing needs 
including 

• Landscaping
• Paving
• Driveways
• Patios
• Tarmac 
• Resin
• Sports surfaces 
• Drainage

Hundreds of happy customers!  

Call Dylan for a free quote 07702 465971 
dwatkinsltd@icloud.com
www.dwatkinsltd.co.uk



Stebbing Ladies group meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall. We 
open at 7.30pm and start at 8.00pm. Our aim is to provide a varied & entertaining 
programme throughout the year. It’s a good opportunity to meet up with old friends & 
make new ones. Everyone is welcome.

In May we held a very enjoyable evening at the Stebbing Bowls Club which as well as being 
a social evening also enabled us to try our hand at bowling. Some enjoyed it so much they 
have gone on to become members of the bowls club.

In June we welcomed Ann Hardy, she shared her experience as a Theatrical Costumier, a 
profession that saw her mix with some very famous people, a very entertaining evening.

In July we always hold a summer social event. This year Emily from the White Hart catered 
for us with an exceptional buffet in the Village Hall.

We would like to pass on our thanks to all those that made these evenings so enjoyable.

Sept 28th We have an evening fashion show.

Oct 26th This is our AGM and we have a cheese & wine evening

Nov 23rd This is our Christmas meal, details TBA

For more information on any of the above please contact:

Val Stokes on 01371 856882   valstokes@yahoo.com or Gina Going on 01371 855943  
g.going@hotmail.co.uk

Stebbing Ladies Group

Paul has been considered by some as the most outstanding all-round musician and 
composer this country has ever produced. He had an inexhaustible musical 
imagination and could emulate the style of any composer to uncanny perfection.  He 
was the king of musical comedy, the master of pastiche, and an exceptional linguist of 
the musical language.   His writing technique was flawless in every musical genre, but 
equally his improvisation transcended theoretical boundaries with a fluency and 
freedom of expression that was entirely unique and intuitive.

Paul was a kind, sensitive person with a huge generosity of spirit, deep humility and a 
joyful sense of humour.  His Harlequin dress style – multi coloured scarves and the 
wearing of odd socks began as a teenager and became a lifelong identity.  

He passed away peacefully on 22 May at home in Stebbing, with his wife Katie, his son 
Toby and friend Bill Walker at his side.

Jackie Kingdom

mailto:valstokes@yahoo.com


Local, reliable, and 
professional service

• Commercial & domestic 
• Conservatory cleaning 
• Soffits & facia
• Solar panel cleaning 
• Gutter cleaning
• Gutter clearing

For a free quote contact Lee:
07968 191445 • immaculatewindows25@gmail.com
weareimmaculate.co.uk



Stebbing Bowling Club

Readers of Stebbing Scene know what a good school we have here in the village, and it 
was our pleasure to welcome year 6 pupils for a five-week introduction to a new skill.  
Many supportive bowlers came to assist and were joined by teachers and TA's who also 
excelled.  Stebbing Indoor Bowling Club loaned us two sets of their indoor bowls.  The 
pupils were a credit to themselves, their school and their parents and all improved their 
skills. Several reached a high enough standard to be able to play a real game. A dozen 
or so parents came to the last session, where excited pupils taught their parents their 
new skill. One young girl confided that many of her class were quite competitive but 
was pleased to be beating them! Bowls really is for all ages.

Several new members have joined our club as a result of our initiatives, but also 
because of the coverage of the Commonwealth Games. The myth that bowling is for 
silver tops is broken!  We are going from strength to strength. Some of our members 
and many of the new members have expressed  a desire for coaching so I am pleased 
to announce that these sessions will take place on Wednesday evenings.

King Henry VIII banned bowling for all but the wealthy. Here the sport of kings is £80 
per season with no green fees and rinks are open everyday during the season.  There 
has been talk about whether we should offer joint or family membership. If you wish to 
try bowls, our open night is on Thursday about 5.45pm and you should wear flat shoes.  

Come and have a go if you think you are fit enough.

Humphrey Barbier

The photograph shows our club captain, Mark Doveston, mowing the beautiful lush 
green we have in the heart of our village. Mark and his team, once again have played 
above themselves and will remain in the top division of North West Essex next season, 
having finished in fourth place.

Mark was our last season’s 
club champion and, as such 
he plays in the Essex 
Champion of Champions 
Competition.  He has 
beaten many top Essex 
bowlers and will soon 
compete in the final.

Our beautiful lush, emerald 
green has once again been 
a topic of village concern.  
Our water comes from our 
own bore hole, and we pay 
a licence in order to use it.



 
 
 
 

 

 
We are an established local company offering fire and security services for 
domestic and commercial premises, including agricultural structures.   

Our dedicated team of engineers design, install, commission and maintain: 

x Intruder/burglar alarms 
x Fire alarms 
x CCTV 
x Door entry systems, including audible and video door entry 
x Structured wiring - Cat 5/Cat 6 

Contact us on 01279 306042 or at sales@easternfiresecurity.co.uk 

          

 

 



As a life-long bookworm, it saddens me that book-reading is declining but, observing 
my family on a Greek villa holiday, all but one of them were absolutely engrossed in this 
task and even the exception was on a Kindle! 

I have a pathological fear of being without reading matter at any time so was perilously 
near the maximum luggage allowance when I added four books. I had reluctantly 
discarded “A Suitable Boy”, plus a recent biography of Anna Wintour, (think Vogue, 
Prada, immaculate hair and Raybans!). 

Between the Covers Stebbing Style:
Holiday Reads from Stebbing Green

Having been improved, my son-in-law then tackled a 
large American bestseller called “The Truth About the 
Harry Quebert Affair” by Joel Dicker, a tale of two 
authors, a late middle-aged national treasure and his 
former student. The latter had received fantastic reviews 
for his first novel but now faced severe writer’s block. He 
had journeyed to the East Coast to ask his mentor for 
help. The story concerns an illicit love affair, small town 
rivalries and the disappearance of a 15-year-old girl many 
years earlier. It has many satisfying twists and turns and 
was hard to put down. To my daughter’s disgust, 
however, I inadvertently revealed the end of the story, 
failing to realise that she also wanted to read it. Like 
most of us, she hates to know a book’s ending, unlike 
one of my sisters who always reads the back page first! 

My son-in-law had included two self-improvement tomes. 
“The Wim Hof Method” seemed an inappropriate choice 
when he was lying in 32 degree heat, as it advocates mind-
boggling feats of endurance, coupled with lots of 
immersion in ice-cold water! His other selection was called 
“Turn the Ship Around”. A former submarine captain 
advocates that subordinates in the work place perform 
more efficiently when given greater freedom to make their 
own decisions rather than slavishly following hierarchical 
commands. Many decades ago, I took a holiday job at 
Foyles leading London bookshop. When I suggested a 
different method of displaying their wares, I was severely 
reprimanded and informed that I was not employed to 
think but, instead, to obey instantly all orders from above! 
Despite needing the cash, the bookshop and I soon 
parted company! 



    
 

 
 

PURDY’S PALS 
PET SERVICES 

• Dog walking/Training 
• Behavioural Adjustment Training 
• Qualified in Canine Care Training & 

Management 
• Daily feeds for All Pets 
• Agent for Salters Pet Nutrition 
• Dog/Cat Sitting Care & Advice 
 
I offer a reliable professional service to 
suit all lifestyles respecting all individual 
requirements from every day care to just 
once a week. 

 Contact Gill on 01371 856127 
 07852449914 or gillian.peartree@gmail.com 

 
To discuss, bookings, prices or any advice on 

the services your pets require.  
 

 

 
 

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA

Registered Member of the Health Professions Council

HOME VISITING PRACTICE

Tel: 07754 700950
e.mail: amarlowfeet@outlook.com



Second Granddaughter had been at the villa earlier and had 
taken four Bridgerton books on which the quirky and innovative

I had first finished Sally Rooney’s new book, “Beautiful World, 
Where Are You?”. I loved “Normal People” but was not so 
taken with “Conversations With Friends”. This falls somewhere 
between the two. It is a story of two young Irish couples and 
describes their fluctuating desires and uncertainties, (a modern 
dilemma?). The New York Times claims the book is “Funny and 
smart, full of sex and love and people doing their best to 
connect”. Having got used to Rooney’s lack of speech marks,   
I enjoyed this book, even Eileen’s rambling letters berating the 
state of the Western world. 

Netflix production is based, detailing life among “the ton” at 
the start of the nineteenth century. (Despite my age, I enjoyed 
watching the astoundingly handsome Duke of Hastings! Why 
he hasn’t been snapped up as the next James Bond I can’t 
imagine!). Harvard graduate, Julia Quinn, must write non-stop, 
her output is so prolific! The books aren’t as good as the TV 
versions but are pure escapism, like raunchy Georgette 
Heyers!  First Granddaughter and I quickly read three of them 
but then discovered that the fourth had returned to England 
with Granddaughter Two! 

Their friend was immersed in “Where 
the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens. 
This gentle but haunting story 
describes the unimaginable losses and
loneliness of Kya, known locally in the North Carolina coastal 
town as “The Marsh Girl”. It also records her resilience, her 
friendships and love interests, plus an investigation into an 
unsolved murder. I did guess the ending but this didn’t spoil it 
for me. 

My daughter was reading a novel that 
is next on my list of “must reads”, 
“The Beekeeper of Aleppo” by Christy 
Lefteri. She stated that, after reading 
this book, no-one could remain 
unmoved about the refugee problem. 

Meanwhile, back in stifling hot Stebbing, (his choice!) my 
husband had given up garden improvements and was reading 
“Mr Sunlight”, about the Victorian millionaire and visionary 
William Lever, the man who helped initiate old age pensions, 
sick pay & profit sharing which all help us all to continue 
reading! 

Diana Roe
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Registered Office: Green Ley Mill Lane Stebbing CM6 3SL 

DPS PLUMBING 
& HEATING  

       Domestic plumbing, heating and 
gas work undertaken, including bathroom 

installation and wall tiling 
Steve 

Telephone   01371 856029 

      Mobile   07850 942120 

E-mail: steveatdpsltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Peter  

Telephone   01371 879103 

      Mobile   07850 942121 

E-mail: petejnorman@btinternet.com 

  Reg. No. 018705 



Following a group effort to get our footpaths cut and looking respectable for the 
Jubilee celebrations we have been hit by all this dry weather which has really 
slowed down the upgrowth so paths have stayed pretty clear.

Unfortunately, we are seeing an increase in dog faeces on the footpaths. It is not 
funny when we have to clean it off our equipment. Also, we have noticed that, 
following the village litter-pick when volunteers from the village cleaned out all the 
dog faeces that were dumped by irresponsible dog owners in the black plastic 
pipe on Clay Lane, it has started to happen again. What is the matter with some 
people? That pipe is not a dog poo bin! If it comes from your dog, it is your 
responsibility to dispose of it properly. If you don’t like doing it, how do you think 
some innocent volunteer feels? Please show some more consideration for other 
people in the village and dispose of your own dog waste in the appropriate place.

Brian Martin

Parish Paths Partnership (P3)

Stebbing Garden Club have been out and about 
during June and July visiting local gardens ‘The Old 
Vicarage’ at Broxted and ‘Heyrons’ at High Easter.  
Both were well attended and enjoyed by our 
members – even in the heat!

We were also delighted to have our usual stall and
pitch at  the Village Fete, selling plants, preserves 
and produce.

Stebbing Garden Club News

26th September Alan Adcock talking about ‘Weeds, the Good the Bad and the Ugly’ –
bring your own for him to identify

24th October Darren Lerigo talking about watering, capturing, storing and re-using 
‘Water in the Garden’. Very topical!

28th November Zsuzsa Serer will be giving us an interactive demonstration on making 
Hungarian Christmas Decorations.

Great fun and everyone is welcome to join us. Wishing you all a fruitful Autumn

Margaret Rufus, Secretary                                                                                                  
Jane Foster, Chairman

Dates for your diary when we return to regular meetings at 8pm in Stebbing Village 
Hall in Mill Lane are:
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Did you know that this issue, and back copies, are available to download at 

www.StebbingScene.uk  

AFTERNOON CARPET BOWLS 

THURSDAYS 2.00 - 4.30pm  
at the Village Hall 

Cost £2.00 including tea and biscuits 

Newcomers welcome  - Informal 
instruction and encouragement given  

Contact:  Pat Hopwood 856183 

 BADMINTON 

New members needed 
Wednesday evenings 8pm-10pm 
(except 4th Wednesday of each month) 

In the Village Hall, Mill Lane  
Contact: Mark Hayden Tel: 07791526278 

 EVENING CARPET BOWLS 

THURSDAYS 7.30pm  
at the Village Hall      

Cost £2.00, including tea and biscuits 

Guidance, encouragement and a warm 
welcome come free  

Contact:  Roger 856348  or Ann 856476    

SAVE YOUR OLD STAMPS 

Please save old postage stamps, 
British or foreign, as I collect them to 
help The Leprosy Mission, who are also glad to 
receive old picture postcards of any kind.  If you 
have any, please drop them in to me at : 
6, Oakfield, Stebbing - or phone me on 856325 
and I can collect them.   

Thank you,  Anne Howard 

WANT AN OUTDOOR EXERCISE 
YOU CAN STICK WITH?  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nordic walking uses 90% of the body’s muscles 
A full-body exercise that is suitable for all ages 
and fitness levels, Nordic walking provides fast 
results and can burn up to 40% more calories 

when compared to walking without poles. 

LEARN TO NORDIC WALK 
Dates to be arranged. Contact Sarah Bennison details 

below. 
REGULAR WALK 

Mondays 2 hour walks from Stebbing, Felsted, Lindsell, 
Rayne and surrounding villages.  

Fridays 1 - 1 and a half hour walks from Felsted and 
surrounding villages. 

Enrol online at 
www.uttlesfordnordicwalking.co.uk 

where you can register and book any of my 
classes and walks I can also be contacted directly on 

01371 870817 / 0770 332 5332 or 
sarah.bennison@btopenworld.com 

 

 

WEST ESSEX JUDO CLUB 

Class Times 

Tuesdays 

6pm – 7.30pm   Novices & Juniors 

7.30pm – 9.30pm   Advanced & Seniors 

Saturdays 

10am – 11.30am   Novices & Juniors 

11.30am – 1.30pm   Advanced & Seniors 

 

Held at  

Stebbing Village Hall, Mill Lane, Stebbing 

Contact Faith on 07595331073, faithpitman@aol.com 
or via Facebook 

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME YOUNG OR OLD! 

     Zero Waste - Plastic Free - Refill Shop 
We are a refill shop offering a variety of quality 
organic whole foods, household products, 
cleaning and personal liquids. 
If you would like a more cost effective way of 
shopping and help in reducing your household 
waste and single use plastics, please visit us.  

Bring your clean empty containers, we will weigh them, fill with how much or 
little you need and you only pay for what’s inside the container. 

 
 

Reduce – Reuse – Refill 
 

Opening times: Tues–Sat 10am–5pm 
                           Sunday 10am–4pm 
Unit 4 Blake House Craft Centre Blake End, 
Rayne, CM77 6SH 

Website - naturallyunwrapped.co.uk 
  
@naturallyunwrapped 

Email: info@naturallyunwrapped.co.uk 
 
            Naturally Unwrapped 

 
 

    

 



We now have a new bus running from Stebbing to Dunmow.
The 324 bus (Great Dunmow) has 10 stops departing from Ruffels Place, Stebbing and 
ending in Grace Wood, Great Dunmow.

324 bus timetable overview: 
• Normally starts operating at 07:50 and ends at 17:53. 
• Normal operating days: Monday to Sunday

The bus stops in Stebbing are: Ruffels Place, The White Hart and Bran End.
It is run by Stephensons and costs approximately £2 a trip.

More details at :- https://moovitapp.com/index/en-gb/public_transportation-line-324-
London_and_South_East-2122-1944239-89416716-0

Judith Farr

New Bus Route: The 324

As we go into the Autumn and the days cool down, like most residents a lot of the 
conversations we have are about the cost of living and how the continual rises affect us 
all. Those residents in Council Tax Bands A – D should have received £150 rebate on 
their bills, in fact as of May 97% of those eligible had received the rebate. 

We will all probably look to our family budgets this winter but should anyone find 
themselves in need of some extra help or guidance we hope the following maybe of 
some use. This website should signpost you to where help may be found:

Uttlesford – Worried about Money? (worryingaboutmoney.co.uk)
This website is full of information. Perhaps keep the link or pass it on to friends and 
family. We know we live in caring communities as was shown during the Covid lock 
downs and perhaps we are going to have to do the same again watching out for family, 
friends and neighbours - especially our elderly neighbours who may worry about paying 
their fuel bills and keep their house too cold. 

www.foodaidnetwork.org.uk/cash-first-leaflets 
Uttlesford is one of the local authorities that has collaborated with local stakeholders to 
produce leaflets that residents may find useful. 

This is just some of the help and guidance that’s out there for all in our community. 
Please do get in touch with us if there is anything we can be of help with or if there are 
any questions you would like to ask of us.

We hold two District Councillor Surgeries a month 

• Felsted at 5.30pm in the URC Hall, before the Parish Council meeting at 6.30pm
• Stebbing at 2pm in The White Hart on the 1st Tuesday of each month (4th Oct)

cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk cllrmerifield@uttlesford.gov.uk

John and Sandi

District Councillor’s Corner

https://moovitapp.com/index/en-gb/public_transportation-line-324-London_and_South_East-2122-1944239-89416716-0
mailto:cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:cllrmerifield@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Mad Medic
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The Mad Medic 
Hello everyone, I hope you are well.  The days are growing 
brighter and spring bulbs are pushing their way through to cheer 
us up, a symbol of new beginnings and hope to give us strength.                  

Have you noticed how many people seem to be colour  
coordinating their protective face masks?  They are becoming 
somewhat of a fashion statement, a little strange but fun.  Thank God for my mask - 
and not just for its invaluable protection.  Attempting to apply make-up at 5.30am in 
'funny' light, I plonked a blush coloured blob of lipstick on the apple part of each 
cheek, ready to blend in, then lined my lips in red pencil liner to fill in with lipstick 
(even though no one sees my lips).  Interrupted by a phone message, all thoughts of 
lipstick to fill in the 'clown'  mouth vanished.  The blush blobs on both cheeks, glowing 
like Belisha beacons, were completely ignored as I donned enough clothes to tackle 
arctic conditions.  Lips were hidden by the mask - phew!  But the blush blobs like the 
Chad cartoon character peering brightly above the mask, were definitely not my 
finest fashion statement.   

One thing I am not scatty about though is my immune system, and this is a 
precautionary tale for anyone suffering from allergies because it really can be 
serious.  On 28th November, at 6pm,  I had a vegetable curry takeaway, the first one 
in months, so it was lovely.  We had emphasised that it must not contain onions as I 
am so allergic to them that I carry an EpiPen.  I was fine all night, then was tidying 
leaves in our front drive early the next morning when I collapsed without warning 
and went unconscious.  I was so ill that it was frightening; I truly thought I was dying 
as I hovered in and out of consciousness and was vomiting, while my body shook 
and my heart raced.  I was taken to A&E where, because my heart rate was so iffy, I 
was taken for cardiac assessment.  It was delayed-onset anaphylactic shock which 
can be fatal.  Everyone knows I don't have time to be ill so, if anyone else has 
allergies please emphasise the need to be 100% certain when ordering food.  Never 
be complacent; it took many weeks to recover properly.  I am lucky because I 
received great treatment and care.  There was a strong possibility the curry was 
cooked with onions and the onions removed when dishing my portion.   

On a lighter note, Peter Sullivan at number 1 Oakfields ( Essex Honey) gave me a jar 
of honey at Christmas and it is scrumptious.  Thank you very much Peter, a lovely 
surprise.   

Things are still pretty tough for my children in Mumbai, but they are trying  to help 
each other and I'm being updated on progress so that I know how to help from here 
until I can get out to them safely.  My friends there are keeping watchful eyes out for 
me and reporting to me constantly.  Please take care all of you, keep safe and well.  

Loads of love and hugs, Valerie xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Hello everyone, I hope that all is well with you and yours.

Thinking of everyone I've known and those still to know in this dear 
village of ours is very comforting. We went to the very welcoming 
open day at the new Crematorium at Blatches Farm. Hosted by the 
lovely Walsh family and friends in beautiful surroundings, not morbid 
or depressing in any way. 

An unusual choice as far as days out go but greeting neighbours and friends unseen for 
ages was such a treat, a real feel-good factor. Sometimes we forget to show as we get 
older how very precious they are and I never want mine to ever feel otherwise. 

Part of my life's tapestry - whether it's a quick chat, a wave as you go past in the car or 
a put-the-world-to-rights phone call you contribute to my happiness. Thank you, you 
are loved and valued.

Things seem to be returning to normality with my Mumbai Children. I'm having 
messages daily with updates and relevant information. One of my slum boys now 
working is thriving and sent this daft joke to make me smile: 'Butcher, have you got a 
sheep's head?' ‘ No, I just look like this because of the parting in my hair’. Silly, but 
shows how far some have come against all odds given the benefit of education.

Rajashri has managed to fully open the 
Malad slum school even though lessons are 
spent under tarpaulin seated on rush mats 
due to heavy rain. Nothing deters their 
enthusiasm to learn. However abjectly poor 
they are, the clothes we buy for them have to 
be kept immaculate for school and the 
children must be clean. No mean feat in the 
poorest of slum conditions so I'm incredibly 
proud of them knowing how less than basic 
their slum shelters are. Self pride is a huge 
part of their education. 

So much to tell, so little space.
Take care, keep safe, love and hugs 

Valerie Mulcare-Tivey

Ps. Mrs Blunderful informed me that she now has parcels collected by the Royal Mail 
'Courting' (courier) service, hope she gets her moneys worth!



Order online at:
www.sure-green.com

Visit our trade counter:
Viridis House, Toppesfield Rd,
Finchingfield, Essex, CM7 4NZ

Contact us on:
01376 503869
sales@sure-green.com
trade@sure-green.com

Opening hours:
Mon to Fri 07.00-18.00
Sat 08.00-17.00   Sun 08.00-16.00

Timber  •  Electric Fencing
Wire  & Ironmongery •  Planters

Compost  •  Plant Protection
Equine Fencing  •  Decking

Gabions  •  Aggregates

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY on orders over £50

FREE Click & Collect            Local HIAB Delivery

QUALITY LANDSCAPING GOODS FROM A LOCAL,
FAMILY-OWNED SUPPLIER IN FINCHINGFIELD
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We are a small local Plastering company 
covering all aspects of internal plastering 
& external rendering. We pride ourselves 
on delivering exceptional workmanship 
and excellent customer service on all 
projects small or large. We cover;

• Internal Plastering
• Dot and Dabbing
• Plasterboard Tacking
• Traditional Rendering
• Monocouche Renders
• Modern Render systems

For more information contact
Ross 07852 953 078.
Ross@RBplasteringprojects.com

Find us on instagram/facebook
@RBPLASTERINGPROJECTS



Puzzle Corner: Codeword

Answers to the multiple-choice quiz in the Summer edition:

1. Bosworth Field. 2. Haddock. 3. Hindu  4. Myrtle  5. Ties  6. Catherine Parr. 7. Ireland

B
7 18 8

T
25

22 14 20 3 15 3 2 26 25 11 21

25 4 3 14 3

25 11 24 8 4 19 15 14 16 3

15 25 1 20 14

8 3 15 14 10 26 14 8 7 17

6 25 9 2 15

4 24 18 24 2 5 25 24 20 3

3 17 24 23 26

7 15 14 2 13 16 11 3 12 5 3

4 3 4 1

1 2 3 4 5 6
B

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
T

25 26

Something a little different this issue, a Codeword puzzle. 
Codewords are crosswords with no clues! Instead, every letter of the 
alphabet has been replaced by a number, the same number 
representing the same letter throughout the puzzle. All you have to 
do is decide which letter is represented by which number...  



Stebbing Directory

AFSS/Stebbing School
Badminton (Afternoon)
Badminton (Evening)
Beavers & Scouts
Bell Ringing
Bowls Club
Carpet Bowls (Afternoon)
Carpet Bowls (Evening)
Church (Administrator)
Church Flowers
Cricket Club
Cubs
New Dorcas Society 
Footpath Rep
Friday Morning Market
Friends Meeting House
Garden Club
History Society / Archive
Judo Club
Ladies Group
Meals on Wheels
Minibus
Over 60s
Parish Clerk
Primary School
Rainbows
TOTs & Co
Scouts
Stebbing Fete
Stebbing Scene
Stebbing Society 
Tennis Club
Village Hall
Village Stores
White Hart

Office
David Arnold
Mark Hayden
Andrew Lipski
Neil Bromley
John Pitkethly
Pat Hopwood
Roger
Caroline Wildgoose
Hazel Kerr
Adrian Farr
Daniel Harris
Rosie Pitkethly
Brian Martin
Kim Matthews
Angela Newbrook
Margaret Rufus
Derek Towler
Andy Kiberd
Gina Going
Sue Riley
Pat Going
Doreen Cummings
Greg King
Lucy Mawson
Liz Hooper
Rev Sue Hurley
Andrew Lipski
Peter Merifield
Karen Clark
Jenny Nichol
Stan Ryman
Donna Kiberd
Volunteer Staff
Emily Luther

856260
856271
07791526278
821671
820898
856155
856183
856348
606110
856993
856691
danielsharris@hotmail.co.uk
856155
856664
856112
856464
856122
856680
855859
855943
856548
855943
856408
855805
856260
856814
859158
821671
856527
07710400581
856401
chair@stebbingtennisclub.co.uk
855859
856380
856383

Please help us stay up to date – tell us about changes: karen@howetraining.com





We can only produce a magazine that meets the needs and satisfies the interests 
of Stebbing residents if we have plenty of contributions. We rely on you to send 
us articles and reports of events and social activities in the village. We welcome 
photos, reports, and announcements, that cover all aspects of life in Stebbing. 
Let us have your views on the magazine and on how we can improve and 
develop. If you have an opinion, a moan, or a suggestion, then please contact 
one of the team.

Please send contributions to:
Karen Clark (articles, letters & advertising) karen@howetraining.com
Jackie Kingdom (obituaries) jackiekingdom@btinternet.com
John Pitkethly (queries about delivery) johnpitkethly@hotmail.com

Copy date for next issue is 15th November 2022
All contributions are welcome. Email is preferred where possible, but even 
handwritten contributions are welcome (if we can read them)

Disclaimer
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the publishers. Every care is taken to 
ensure that the contents of the magazine are accurate, but the publishers cannot assume 
responsibility for errors. Stebbing Scene is delivered free of charge to all Stebbing residents, and its 
existence depends on our advertisers. However, the publishers cannot accept any responsibility for 
resulting transactions.

Thanks to our advertisers, we are able to
produce a professionally printed magazine, 
which is delivered free to every household 
in Stebbing. Our first priority is to entertain 
and inform village residents, but we hope 
that in doing so we can ensure that 
advertising with us is worthwhile. For most 
people in the village, when seeking a local 
tradesmen or services, the natural first 
source of information is the Scene. If you 
have a local service or product that you’d 
like everyone to hear about, why not place 
an advert?

Did you know that this issue, and back copies are available to download at 
www.stebbingscene.uk

Stebbing Scene Is Your Magazine


